Jehanne J. Straker           04/12/2022
The Republic of Zimbabwe
Over the years of history, every country has a story, and the current issues the countries may face could be foreseen by history. The writer would say that if you factor out natural disasters, the country's current issues would be foreseen. The writer would also say that the past generations were only living for themselves and their children, but not really for their children's children’s children. However, who can factor in the disturbances from colonisation and racism into that mix? Most countries have fallen to the demise of such history, and Zimbabwe is no different. 
The writer aims to touch on the history of Zimbabwe and its many name changes while going into depth on the governance and economic disturbance over the duration from the country's independence to current times, also with a bit of history of the prominent influencers of the country. 
Zimbabwe is situated in the southeast of the continent of Africa, between the Zambezi and Limpopo Rivers, sharing borders with South Africa to the south and Zambia to the north (Hodder Education, 2018).  
Monomutapa Kingdom 
In Zimbabwe, the large kingdom of Monomutapa, with Nyatsimba Mutota being the king of the kingdom, was known for having control of gold mining and international trade and its growing wealth from taxation and also having control of much of the Zambezi River Valley. The empire was known for trading iron tongs, China's white and blue porcelain, and Indian glass beads. All this indicated that Monomutopa was involved in the trans-Indian Ocean trade and building the stone buildings that are now tourist sites in Great Zimbabwe. The king's title, mwenemutapa, means the 'lord of the plundered lands.' The Monomutapa’s political, cultural, and military declined quickly as frequent civil wars broke out. The civil wars allowed other governments to gain more power over Monomutapa, causing Portugal to occupy the coast and the capital of Monomutapa. Eventually, Portugal gained power over monomutapa in the 1630s and appointed a new mwene, Mavura Mhande Felipe, whom the Portuguese later killed in 1917 (Kemezis, 2010).

Ndelebe Kingdom 
This kingdom was one of the last to be destroyed by the British settlers, but before I tell that story, this is the kingdom's history. The Ndebele Kingdom was created after Mzilikazi fled Zululand and took his people with him after an argument with Shaka. Shaka the Great was the leader of the Zulu (a Bantu ethnic group of South Africa); after forcefully taking their kingdom and building an army, Mzilikazi was one of Shaka’s generals (Matshobana, n.d.). The leader who played a vital role in the development of Zimbabwe and the defence against colonisation was Lobengula, the son of Mzilikazi. 
Cecil John Rhodes and Lobengula clash
Cecil John Rhodes was an eighteen-year-old British entrepreneur who came to Zimbabwe intending to expand the influence of the British in South Africa. With the discoveries of his two businesses, De Beers Consolidated and the Gold Field of South Africa, they controlled the gold and diamond mines in Zimbabwe and its export (World History, 2020). After receiving a concession for exclusive mining rights in the Matabeleland and other close territories from King Lobengula. Later with the help of the Pioneer Corps proclaiming war, he overthrew King Lobengula, killing him and renaming Zimbabwe Rhodesia (SAHO, 2017). Rhodes continued to fulfil his dream of establishing British colonies north of the Transvaal as the first step towards his ultimate grand vision- "a continuous strip of British empire from the Cape to the mouth of the Nile" (World History, 2020). According to (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019), his complete achievements were 'To develop the railway from Kimberley to the Zambezi, to encourage immigration and colonisation, to promote trade and commerce, and to secure all mineral rights in exchange for tribal chiefs' pledges of protection and security of rights. 
Then the appearance of Ian Smith changed Rhodesia in many ways. When the Central Africa Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland was formed in 1953 by the British, Smith joined the ruling Federal Party. Smith had become the chief government representative in Parliament by 1958. However, when the Federalists supported a new constitution allowing for more excellent representation for black Africans in Parliament, Smith founded the Rhodesian Front Party in 1961 and gained white supremacy support (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2022). The country has now been renamed Rhodesia after Cecil John Rhodes, and the country's running was under British reign.
Ian Smith Reign (1964-1979)
In 1964, a short period after the Federation of North Rhodesia (Zambia) and South Rhodesia and Nyasaland (Malawi) had ended in 1963 when Zambia and Malawi gained their independence (BBC, 2019). Ian smith became the Prime Minister of South Rhodesia. He had displayed many racial acts, which caused riots to occur within South Rhodesia (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2022). 
In 1922 Ian smith attempted to seek independence for South Rhodesia from the British Smith declared Rhodesia's independence unilaterally. Smith declared Rhodesia's independence unilaterally; it was referred to as the Unilateral Declaration of Independence or the UDI (The National Archives, 2015). The United Nations Security Council imposed economic sanctions on Rhodesia at Britain's request after the country refused to grant their independence. After that, Smith severed all ties with the Commonwealth. On the 20th of June, 1969, a referendum was held in Rhodesia regarding adopting a constitution. On the 2nd of March 1970, Rhodesia recognised itself as a republic that would enshrine political power in the hands of the white minority. Rhodesia's predominantly white electorate overwhelmingly approved both measures. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2022)
Becoming of Robert Mugabe and his leadership (1980-2017)
After returning to Rhodesia in 1963, Mugabe assisted Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole in forming the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) as a breakaway from Joshua Nkomo’s  Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU). He was arrested in 1964 for "subversive speech" and spent the next ten years in prison. During that period, he achieved many law degrees. While still in prison, he led a coup in 1974, removing Sithole as ZANU's leader. He was later freed in 1974 during the Civil War; this assisted him in achieving the goal of overthrowing the leadership of Rhodesia's Black majority population against the Prime Minister at the time, Ian Smith's white-ruled Rhodesian government (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019a).
The Zimbabwe’s Patriotic Front Party was led by Mugabe and Nkomo respectively. Radicals operated against the Rhodesian government from bases in Zambia, Mozambique, and Angola. The discussions in London in 1979 brought the war to an end, paving the way for new British-supervised parliamentary elections in February 1980. Mugabe's party, now known as ZANU-PF, defeated the other Black parties, and he became Prime Minister (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019a).
As prime minister, Mugabe primarily  took a pragmatic approach to encourage Zimbabwe's remaining white farmers and people in business, whose talents were critical to the economy. He formed a coalition government with his party, ZANU-PF (which received support from the majority Shona people) and Nkomo's ZAPU (which received support from the minority Ndebele people), and he upheld the new constitution's promises of considerable parliamentary representation for whites. At the same time, Mugabe attempted to ameliorate Black Zimbabweans' situation by increasing wages, improving social services and providing food subsidies. Mugabe removed Nkomo from the coalition cabinet in 1982, causing ethnic conflict in the country (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019a).
Mugabe's goal has always been to transform Zimbabwe from a parliamentary democracy into a one-party socialist state. In 1984, ZANU-PF convened a congress, elected Mugabe as its undisputed leader, and established a new party organisation with a Central Committee and a Politburo to govern the party and Zimbabwe. Mugabe's and Nkomo's parties joined in 1987 to become the ZANU-PF, and Mugabe kept complete control of the new party as its first secretary. He became Zimbabwe's first executive president on the 31st of December, 1987, thus establishing the one-party rule. He was re-elected president in 1990 in a multi-party race marred by intimidation and violence (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019a). 
In the late 1990s, Mugabe faced mounting dissent. A failing economy and his decision to send troops to assist President Laurent Kabila of the Democratic Republic of the Congo in his struggle against revolts sparked strikes, and riots broke out in November 1998 after Mugabe announced salary hikes for himself and members of his cabinet. Within ZANU-PF, factions pressed for a proper multi-party system. The Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), founded in September 1999 and led by trade unionist Morgan Tsvangirai, was the first serious opposition to Mugabe's reign (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2019a). 
At the start of the 21st century, Zimbabwe faced food shortages and the taking over of white land where the citizens were trying to provide for their families as the white lands were of fertile soil and great for agriculture. This crisis caused many whites, primarily British, to flee Zimbabwe. This caused the World Bank and the International  Monetary Fund (IMF) to cease assistance to Zimbabwe as they disagreed with Mugabe's action on the Land ceasing Programme. (BBC, 2019)
The European Union and the Commonwealth temporarily cut ties with Zimbabwe as they disagreed with the political voting process and believed it was rigged and corrupt. Around 2002, the food shortage situation worsened and threatened famine, and the country completely pulled out of the Commonwealth. The Zanu-PF continues to claim winnings at the polls, and the opposition continues to claim that the results were rigged (BBC,2019).  
In 2005, thousands were left homeless when shanty dwellings and stalls were destroyed as part of a 'clean-up' initiative. The United Nations stated that around 700,000 persons (BBC, 2019). If the Zimbabwe government needed another issue on its hands, the Monetary Crisis left them busy for a very long while.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Zimbabwe’s Money Troubles 
The United Nations stated that around 700,000 persons. From years upon years of inflation, Zimbabwe's inflation rate had exceeded 1000%, and the printing of new currency began in 2006, according to (BBC, 2019), which later rendered the just-printed currencies useless. 
From the increase in inflation over the years, Zimbabwe has experienced hyperinflation, which according to (River Financial Ltd, 2021), is 'an inflation rate of greater than 50% per month, rapidly erodes the value of a currency, leading to economic stagnation, price volatility, and distrust of government monetary policy and authority.'
 It is understood that it can take a country many years to recover from hyperinflation. If the country handles the monetary policies correctly, it is also easy to reoccur. (River Financial Ltd, 2021) clearly explains the monetary crisis of Zimbabwe, stating that 'from 1998 through 2009, the Zimbabwean currency experienced massive inflation, peaking at 79,600,000,000% per month in mid-November 2008. The Zimbabwean dollar experienced hyperinflation during this period due to economic mismanagement, including active efforts by the government to conceal the currency's actual value.
They later went on to say that ‘President Robert Mugabe and his government caused the country's hyperinflation crisis from the series of economic reforms that we failed and cause destruction. Poorly thought out land reforms caused a plummet in food production, which raised food prices when the banking sector collapsed due to the economic sanctions imposed by the US European Union and the International Monetary Fund and also the printing of money to financially assist military action in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (River Financial Ltd, 2021). 
In the country's attempt at correcting the falling value of its currency, the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe increased its money printing efforts, declared inflation illegal, redenominated its currency from Z$5, Z$10, and Z$20 bills into Z$100,000,000 and Z$200,000,000 bills, purposefully avoided updating its foreign exchange rates or inflation rates, and announced new currency regimes that did not address the underlying causes of inflation and further eroded citizens' trust (River Financial Ltd, 2021).
As a result, despite the illegal usage of foreign currency, the black market for foreign currencies became a standard mechanism for getting essential products and services at a generally steady value. In 2018, Zimbabwe's inflation hit an all-time high. First, they introduced foreign currencies as official currencies, notably the US dollar and the Euro, allowing them to stabilise prices and exchange rates and regain confidence in currency worth. Second, in 2009, the government stopped issuing Zimbabwean dollars and began allowing individuals to use their preferred foreign currency, US dollars. This helped to re-establish customer trust in monetary values. As a result, the inflation rate has been steadily declining for many years, reaching 4.3% in July 2018. Although Zimbabwe's Minister of Finance indicated in 2015 that a national currency would not be reinstated, a new regime announced a new Zimbabwe currency in 2019, resulting in the return of hyperinflation. The inflation rate in October 2020 was 417.25% (River Financial Ltd, 2021).
While their economy struggled, Zimbabwe's diamond mines reopened, but that did not last long as they had hoped, as there were controversies over the rights of the diamond field. In February 2009, Morgan Tsvangirai was sworn in as prime minister, and later that year, citizens were able to own shares in foreign-owned companies. On March 2013, a new constitution was agreed upon; future presidencies would be limited to two five-year terms no more. This was an example after the long period that Mugabe resigned as Prime Minister; he later won the Presidential seat (BBC,2019).  
In 2017, Zimbabwe was controlled by Military reigns, and later, Mugabe resigned, and Emmerson Mnangagwa, the vice-president, became Zimbabwe's president on the 24th of November 2017 (BBC, 2019). 
In conclusion, the country of Zimbabwe underwent the process of four change name Rhodesia, South Rhodesia, and Zimbabwe. Finally, the Republic of Zimbabwe and many changes in rulership, the country and its citizens cannot seem to catch a break with the economic decline and periods of famine they have experienced over the years. Zimbabwe has had civilian and military rulership close to the current time, and the country has been ‘ranked 173rd for the freest economy on the world scale’ (The Heritage Foundation, 2019). The country has suffered drastically  since it is before its actual acknowledgement as an independent state, and the suffering of the people is far from over.
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