Student Name:  Emma Ceri Roberts
P Number: 1901694
Programme of Study: Fine Arts
Module: M4X01560

Task One: Semiotic Analysis (Ryan’s task) 
The meaning of semiotics is analysing what you see and the interpretation of a symbol, sign, image, album cover etc. ‘’Semiotics includes a study of processing the designations, symbolism, communication, signification, metaphor and analogy behind a chosen sign/symbol.’’ (Vos, 2019) It’s like a way of investigation into the verbal, visual and the symbolic message behind an advertisement etc. A Heinz tomato ketchup advertisement with the quotation ‘’No one grows ketchup like Heinz’’ (Communication Knowledge Center, 2012) - The word grow in this quotation shows that Heinz uses natural ingredients. Another example for semiotics is a red traffic light. What you see is the signifier of a geometric shape and the signified meaning of the shape is the message ‘STOP!’ and ‘’that you cannot continue to drive your car any further’’ (jriley3, 2017). The key term of the word ‘signifier’ is the colour, word or an image of the sign and the meaning of the ‘signified’ is the concept of association/meaning of what the sign refers to etc. The colour black is often associated with ‘depression’ or when someone wears a lot of black clothes it refers to ‘a goth’. Semiotics is a science way of understanding and organising the signs/symbols mentally. It is important to use semiotics in a conversation to understand the attitude and beliefs of the signs. 
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This is a ‘Pop Tarts‘ advertisement (on the left image) that is supposed to make you want to go to the shops right now and buy one.  And on the right image is the reality of a ‘Pop Tarts’. This is obviously false advertisements right there. The colours of the advert is brighter and the sprinkles on the ‘pop tarts’ looks more thicker and full of the sprinkles but in reality there is hardly any sprinkles. The same with the icing, the left image shows the pop tarts flooded with icing from bottom to top and the right image shows that there is hardly icing on them. The advertisement states the candy is ‘naturally flavoured’ which means it is healthy. In one serving, there is 17 grams of sugar in only one of these pop tarts and our daily intake of sugar is roughly around 30 grams which is less than half of what the pop tarts has. Their audience also attracts a lot of children and it is not healthy for them. The word ‘frosted’ used on these advertisements refers to cold and frozen, meaning it could be a cold dessert but really it is something you put in the toaster so heat up. This could also be dangerous for kids to be preparing on their own.  I have never tried one of these as they do not look very appealing and they look as if they are full of sugar. They are a very popular brand and has been for years and years, they have a popular cereal which is ‘ Kellogg’s corn flakes’. ‘’ Pop-Tarts is a brand of toaster pastries that the Kellogg Company introduced in 1964.’’ (Wikipedia Contributors, 2019)
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Task Two: Manifesto (Julia’s Task)

1- Calling myself an ‘Artist’  
2- Artist should be more recognised
3- Don't think about it, just go with it.
4- I should enjoy what I'm doing
5- As longs I'm happy with it, that’s final
6- Photographers should be offered more jobs
7- Only you decide if you’re an artist
8- listen to other people’s opinion to better your work and taking criticism.

Point (1) -
Calling myself an ‘artist’ is one of my concerns as an art student. I don’t know if I earn the title ‘artist’ just because I do art as a career/education. I feel embarrassed if I ever tell anyone I'm an artist because I'm studying art. But then again, I do art for a living and that is what I'm aiming for as a future career to be a professional artist. I found this article that I relate to called ‘’Am I an artist? When is It ok to start calling yourself an artist?’’ (Christensen, 2018) by Deborah Christensen. Christensen has been confronted with this dilemma for a long time, she is asking herself if she has the right to call herself an artist. She insisted that if you’ve obtained a university degree, been through blood, sweats and tears through the process of trying to be an artist, then you ARE an artist! Christensen stated one of Pablo Picasso’s quote that she relates to “All children are artists. The problem is how to remain an artist once he grows up”. (Christensen, 2018)
 Point (8) -
Should I listen to other people’s opinion on my work? I've always been so shy when it comes to having feedback by other people on my own work. In college we would have this group discussion about everyone’s work and when it would come to mine, I would be so nervous and anxious. I always believed in people keeping their opinions to themselves but then after hearing a lot of ideas and things I could change about my work it became better. I would see changes in my work. I now believe that listening to other people’s opinions helps me improve on my work. I found a quote that relates to my point from Ashley Stahl - ‘’Don’t take it personally. Assume the other person isn’t out to harm you. If your instinct is that they are personally attacking you.’’  (Stahl, 2018)
Point (4) - 
This is a point that I strongly agree with. It is like having a job, you need to enjoy your work to be able to keep working or what’s the point? With my artwork, I feel like I should enjoy creating art if that is what I’m aiming for as a future career. And of course, I love arts and I love being involved with arts. I've struggled over the years when I was in college, I was given tasks that I did not enjoy also subjects in arts that I don’t enjoy and that would put me under a lot of stress. I feel like if I enjoy it, I understand it better and I just go with the flow with my work and create beautiful artwork. A quote I found online from a former art student ‘’it made me feel good about myself. I enjoyed undertaking something and giving it my best. It made me feel better about me, and my life as a whole.’’ (Worklifebalance.com, 2018) 
Bibliography -
 Christensen, D. (2018). Am I an Artist? (When is it okay to start calling yourself an Artist?). [online] Medium. Available at: https://blog.usejournal.com/am-i-an-artist-when-is-it-okay-to-start-calling-yourself-an-artist-216977cc81db [Accessed 5 Jan. 2020]
 Stahl, A. (2018). 4 Tips For Handling Criticism At Work. Forbes. [online] 27 Apr. Available at: https://www.forbes.com/sites/ashleystahl/2018/04/27/4tips-for-handling-criticism-at-work/#3a1104ec4497 [Accessed 6 Jan. 2020].
Worklifebalance.com. (2018). How Important is it to Love Your Job?[online] Available at: https://worklifebalance.com/love-your-job/.

Task Three: (Jon’s Task)
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This is a piece of artwork I made in 2019. I had a lot of fun creating this piece and thought it was one of my best ones as I was in control of the theme and colours and materials. My tutor (Iwan) at college gave us roughly around 60 pages of different artwork for us to choose and I went with Marc Chagall’s artwork ‘The Juggler’ (1943). Chagall’s piece was a duck in a clown body with a pair of wings. I found it very unusual and unique. In Marc’s words his work has ‘’ A figure of woman, man, animal, demon and angel all at the same time comprising all the manifestations of humanity.’’ (Marcchagall.net, 2020) which I found interesting and made me want to know the story behind his work. Marc’s work is based around fantasy art which I really like creating. The piece that I chose was very colourful and so it stood out to me. Our task was to create our version of the chosen artwork. I thought this would be perfect for me to create as I love making fantasy art pieces and so I decided to go with a cat’s face as I am a big cat person. I decided to create the body using a women’s figure as that is something else that I love drawing. Together, I thought it would be a good combination of fantasy drawing. For the background I wanted to add the wings but in my version and I just went with it without planning it and had more ideas and created a lot of fantasy faces into the wings which I really enjoyed making and I thought it looked really cool. I tried to stick with the colours that Chagall used for his work. The materials I used to create this piece was chalk and acrylic paints. I painted over and over everything as I was changing a lot of stuff in the process and it made look thick effect. It was hard to get the colours of everything how I wanted but I was still happy with the outcome. The canvas itself was made from 4 pieces of a1 papers stuck to each other, so as you imagine it was a quite a big scale of work. It took my around 3 days to complete this piece. My audience is based around any ages and of course people who love arts.  I want people to look at my work and ask questions such as why I’ve put cat face on a human figure, why I’ve put wings with unusual faces inside. I want people to think my work is unique and unusual as that is the feedback I’m hoping for. I think this piece has people confused. I love how there are a lot of details in my work to look at and all the colours I’ve used to make it stand out. I was very happy with how my work turned out, after this I had more confidence to carry on creating fantasy pieces. 
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