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[bookmark: _Toc35753199]Introduction

The aim of this case study is to investigate the problem by focusing on all, internal and external issues that occurred in the family, this will be done by analysing each problem that the family members faced individually, including involvement of all key agencies in this case. 
This case study is on family B, there are 7 members in the family, the mother and her partner, 2 teenage daughters, 1 primary school age son, 1 primary school age daughter and another son who is under the care of social services and not living with the family, he is the main reason 
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Vulnerable families are individuals that need professional help due to their circumstances. The specific reasons why the family was in a position of vulnerability was due to the fact, the parents lacked parental skills, had mental health issues, unemployed and had multiple house moves in a very short period. By primarily focusing on the problem faced by the mother and her partner by analysing the factors that affected the parents we can then move on to the secondary problem which are problems faced by the children at home and in school.  This will then be followed by how relevant agencies intervened in the case and what help they offered. 
Many families face difficult challenges in their lives, but to overcome these challenges adults must have the ability to manage different situation in order to make the right decision (Aney and Scott, 2010).  Vulnerable families are different than the average family, they are more affected by social and economic change, families that are vulnerable are more likely to suffer long time affects, whereas an average family do not suffer all these issues and if they do, they have the ability to overcome  these situation.  The upbringing of an individual is very important, someone who is well brought up has a healthier family lifestyle than the ones who have not, education also plays an important role in the behaviour of individuals.  Educated parents with good jobs have a stable family life than a vulnerable family who have parents that do not have qualification and are unemployed or on benefits.















[bookmark: _Toc35753201]Identifying Problems in the Case Study

Assessment Measure for Family B

	Parents

	Children
	Agencies

	Lack of parental skills

	Behavioural problems
	Social services

	Mental health condition
(stress / anxiety)

	Bulling in school

	Police 

	Temporary accommodation

	Continuous offending behaviour 
	Neighbourhood service

	Multiple housing moves
	Drug/alcohol
	CAMHS


	Lack of communication
	Insecurity / neglect
	Housing service, homeless unit


	Poor decision making
	Peer pressure (mixed with the wrong crowd)
	Probation service
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In this assessment the identified problem is the non-resident son who is the main reason why the family was referred to social services and are now under the care of the local authority.  The son had major behavioural issues and was bullied in school which lead to various agencies being involved.  However, behavioural problems in children start at an early age and gets worse when they become teenagers. In this case the sons behaviour problem was the main risk factor for the family.
Adult: Mother and her Partner
Being unemployed and not being able to provide for your family can lead to stress, behavioural problems, mental health problems, as clearly seen in this case. The mother however was offered counselling sessions to improve her parental skill but failed to attend all sessions.  Counselling sessions are important it helps individuals to recognise their problem and find ways to help improve their situation, by looking at different alternatives.  Poverty, unemployment, relocation and lacking parental skills are risk factors that have affected this family, children also suffer more in these circumstances.  
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A closer look into all the agencies that have been involved in this case from the start and what help they have provided for the family.  Local health authorities are there to make sure children have a right to healthy lifestyle and to remain safe in their environment (GOV. UK, 2020). 
Social service- was informed due to sons behavioural problems, bullying, status of the mother and the general well-being of the family.  By removing the son from the family and placing him in care does not necessarily help the situation but increases the problems that relate to the family.  In order to solve problems, communication and understanding is important between all individuals and parties involved.  
Birmingham City Council- Homeless Persons Unit- after many temporary accommodations the family was finally given a proper home and there was hope that the non- resident son will soon join the family.  Growing up in an unstable environment affects a child mental health, it is important for a child to grow up in a healthy and secure home, however there are thousands of children in England that are living in homeless families with poor quality accommodation (GOV.UK, 2019).
CAMHS- were involved to assess the sons behaviour problems by providing diagnosis, treatment and support.
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Many agencies intervened in Family B case but not all local authorities were of any help to them.  After many multiple house moves the family was finally given a house a to live in, which was the best outcome in this case, with a permanent place of residency the family can start to rebuild their lives and look forward to reunite with their son who is not living with them.  The mother should continue get help to improve her parental skill by attending various programmes that are available.
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