Alan Billis was a taxi driver in Torquay, England. He was diagnosed with lung cancer in 2009, and after reading a news article looking for people to donate their bodies to study the mummification process, Alan signed up for what would eventually be known to people as Mummifying Alan: Egypt’s last secret; a documentary that aired soon after Alans death in 2011. The documentary clearly holds a very professional and serious tone, due to the nature and ethics of the documentary. The intended audience would probably be students or those with an interest with history; but with it airing on channel 4 it allowed anyone to watch it; the documentary does a good job of giving context to make it an easier watch to people less educated on the matter.
The purpose of the documentary was to discover the process of the act of mummification and to further refine and replicate it with modern resources. Mummifying Alan also had a heavy focus on the forensic side of preparing the body for mummification with specialists such as Peter Vanezis, William M Bass, and Maxine Coe. 
[bookmark: _Int_egGyYxzC]My own personal knowledge of mummification was quite limited, but due to my education at university I had some idea of the context around Egyptian customs of burial and grave goods, as well as a very brief understanding of how mummification worked through earlier education and general knowledge I had picked up whilst reading recreationally. I learnt through word of mouth from peers that the documentary needed a mature mindset in order to watch it; as the documentary was very serious and was said to be extremely graphic; and from friends eating before watching the documentary was not advised and to be avoided. One of my biggest questions I had knowing that this documentary was based in England, was regarding how they were going to replicate the climate of Egypt, with its arid climate being such a contrast to England's climate.
The major subject of the documentary is discovering the steps and process of the ancient Egyptian funerary practice. It mainly follows Joann Fletcher and Stephen Buckley as they both in their respective ways discover and figure out the steps of mummification.
[bookmark: _Int_Qk0Pez76][bookmark: _Int_VV6YkNkP]The documentary was about Alan Billis, a taxi driver in England that had cancer and decided to donate his body to science after he saw an ad in the newspaper and called to sign up for it. Then shortly after his unfortunate death his body was brought to Sheffield to start the process of mummification. Beginning by cleaning his body, then the removal of organs such as his intestines, liver, lungs and kidneys. They then filled his lower torso with bags of linen and stitched the cut and covered it with beeswax.  The body was then covered with a mix of resin, sesame oil and beeswax in order to stop the body from being affected too much by the salt bath that the body was then put into a tank of water filled with copious amounts of natron; a specific type of salt harvested from the dried floodplains of Egypt near the Nile river. Where the body would remain for 35 days. They figured out due to their research on 18th dynasty Egypt mummifications that they would have had to be soaked or left in salt for quite some time as under x-rays salt particles were found in the mummified flesh, so they did the same in the documentary. They then put him in a room that simulated the climate of Egypt to dry for around the same time. After the body was dry, they covered all of the orifices with pine resin and finally wrapped the body up in linen. 
 The documentary is shot in a very professional manner, with little to no sound effects or really music being played; only really some background noise/music for certain parts of the documentary. As far as special effects go, the only example of it in Mummifying Alan that I could see was the censoring of certain parts of the mummification process.
The quality of the cameras used to record the documentary were good all things considered; old looking quality today but good for 2011 when it was filmed. 
Mummifying Alan took advantage of interviews in a way that was thought provoking and emotional, such as the interview with Alan and his wife at the start of the documentary and pieces of what Alan said being sprinkled throughout the documentary to remind the audience that the body that is on their screen is a person and not just some object.
[bookmark: _Int_s7RW4D1u]There were definitely parts of the documentary that I enjoyed, but there were also parts that I wasn't such a fan of. The documentary was brilliant about learning the process of mummification and such, but i found that certain parts of the documentary were not needed, such as the segments where the corpses in the woods in America were shown; as personally i believe there is little to no relevance with Alan or mummification there.

[bookmark: _Int_aXaQTdNe]As much as Mummifying Alan is a very respectful and educational documentary that is quite a valuable piece of media for students studying humanities such as archaeology or even ancient history, I myself would not recommend it to my friends due to the graphic scenes in the documentary as well as the niche topic that is ancient Egyptian funerary processes.
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