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S Athenian Tetradrachm, 450 BC - 430 BC
Iver Tetradrachm was minted from the years 450-430 BC in the region of Attica, and@

, erghs)r{/a{around 16.57g (Americﬁg“@mismatic Society, 2015). This specific type of
@tradrachm is very commonirﬁrcaeo/bgyirjd we have an abundance of these coins that

have survive into the preseﬁmﬁ(ﬁmerican Numismatic Society, 2015). The imagery on the

coin is probably some of the most recognisable when it comes to Greek coins. However,

despite its recognisable iconography, Greel@inage, in particula@:?enian, has been

described by Roman numismatist,}/ﬁ./Buttrey, asth "Lrp)gst boring ever produced”W

Q}(& éButtrey, 1979). This is due to that fact the designs of the coins neve
B 1O /since dpeviod (17

Roman coins were, like the Aegypto~y)| &
Capta coin f . @ owever, M/Thompson states that C‘)ﬂ H.ﬁt
i dull, they “are unique in that they have :
something toSay about the Three-aspects of...[Athenian life]...Athenian 6(‘(‘@'(45
architecture, sculpture and topography.” (M. Thompso - >\

e obvers ofsiver tnemion esasrocim 50 Athenian(Sjlver coins were some of the mosp-peized within the Classical \Jm .
hetg/frumismatics, 55‘:3:”/0000.”9_9334;:”; period as Athens was one of the wealthiestt the time. It got its p(’%'\’]h’“dvh
wealth via many factors, but the main three being:\>-")9Ltl S
1. Its largelSilver deposits in the mines of Laurion \

2. ltslarg vy built with the silver that omingmurion —hsm * r
3. Tribute in(Silver coinage from membe%c:th e League \f(&ll,%
r vy b o

I
which was collected using its biﬁ%nﬁ (Thucydjdes,3954;
Book 2. Chapter 13, Section 3). KO fre 2L AW
The imagery on the coin consists of a side profile image of the Goddess

O\() & Athene on the obverse, while on the reverse is an image of an Athenian Owl
b(uﬁ(/\,\ <with a couple of Olive branches (American Numismatic Society, 2015). The
image on the obverse side of the coin is of Athene, who is the goddess of
LCoNES wisdom, military strategy and philoso .__(Qf\lons, 1978}%{hene is also the
patron goddess of Athens, hence the cities name, after she won itin a

E

Figure 2:Reverse of Silver Athenian Tetradrachm, .

competition with Poseidon. ({/)Jons, 1978, p103). We can tell that the coin is . 8C- 430 8C,

http:// i i g/collection/0000.999.9884

from the period 431-421 BC, due to the shape and decoration of Athene’s s
helmet and face. urel wreath round her head was introduced after the
victory of Greek(Polies jh the Persian wars as @urel leaves are a sign of viﬁgtoryy Carradice,
 2010). Also, Athenes appearance is still very Archaic (big nose and eyes)/ this dppearance
/ changes after Ath 1s'défeat in the Pel ponnesian War (f/Boardman, 1991). “Fnié'refore, we
can pinpoint the age of the coin due to stylistic changes. On the reverse side of the coin, the
imagery is of the symbols that represgnt Athene and to the gifts that she gave the Athenians
NY to try and win a competition with Posgi ome Patren-Goddess of Athens. In the q
Wﬁ@“%\‘lt myth, she was supposedly to have gifted the Athenians olives as they could be harvested () o
and used more practical compared to|Seahorses, which is what Poseidon giﬁ& them
lons, 1978, p103). The Qwl is a symbd|l of Athene, which has the connotationg wisdom,
—— justice’and philosophy%lons, 1978)] The Owl is alsoassociated with Athens, as the city is
named in tribute to the Goddess Athéne which so happens to share the symbol of the Owl
(V. lons, 1978). Therefore, both sharg the same symbol. Also, the inscription on the coin
reading (AOE), is an abbreviated version of t\: word AQDENAION, which in translation means

\Qe  TUNs @

\(ltpt}whub
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“of the Athenians”. Therefore, we can firmly assume that this coin comes from Attica. (I.
Carradice, 2010).
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( (I\tlb\(b Representation of the Athenian Law courts in Aristophanes’ ‘The Wasps’
<—The Wasps is an Old Comedy play written by
Aristophanes, being first performed in Athens at the
Lenaia Festival in 422 BC (%Barrett, 1964). The play
is about a father and son who hold a mock trial at
the home as the sops father is addicted to
participating in the@w courts (Aristophanes, 422
BC). The main underlying,,J’:Qes;age of the play was
p\h\/\ targeted at the Athenian W(\@Ort system for how

ma_a__,t_hg\system had become with the overuse of

Figure 1: ), Morgon's 1861 O painting of The Jury’. The Chorus in The Wosps comprises efderly

[\) /@ and the Cert .n%ms that were required Jurors who briefly resemble wasps in their behaviour.

https:/frommons.wikimedia.org/ wikifFileThe_lury_by_lohn_Margon.jpg ?

o7 e
ZLE\@\{}( for the courts to work. : _
( : The Athenian law courts had once been the prize of Athens during the 5" Century and &)

— b

—  This can be clearly seen in Aeschylus’ ’/u_menides’, where we see the creation ofthef ,_\&Q‘\C&.\f\ -
Athenian@w urts led by the patron@%ddess of Athens, Athene. “I now establish his™ &08((5
court. “Neither profit nor lust should violate it” (Aeschylus, 458 BC, line 705). However, the
system became the stage for popularity contests between Strategoﬁ( Rhodes 2010)— met :
An example being one of the reforms advised by Pericles to included payment for people
who were selected to be in the law courtsnghodes 2010). Now everyday citizens who
were unable to take part in the system dueto not being able to take a day off work so that

they could make a living, could now da so as they w (P.. (N
Rhodes 2010). The Old Aristocratic FamilyZsaaeth were-the-n : Wu%
opposed this as they viewed those who coule ere

't take part in the courts (P.J. Rhodes 2010)
o \ﬁvaQ

by Cleon that Aristophanes wrote his play.

’{ob N\C ' C\\‘(C W
Old Comedy w ly aimed or raised issues about Athenian and ot cies OO Wb\&
across the Greek coloni€s and because most of the audience was made up of assemblymen,

it was an ideal platform to share ideas on democracy’s flaws and how they could be fixed )“Qr((c
Therefore, democracy becgﬁ\e an integral part of Old Comedy. Aristophanes was kno for@)\('
raising important issues of the time within his plays. A few years before the Wasps was
performed,@e of Aristophanes previous plays, ‘The Knighis“performed in 424 had \) DU}V
bC) Wmm Athens, due to his pretrjal of the Strateof eon, ‘Vé}\%
i rayed him as a sausage seller who was of low birth and unfit to advisé on such ;:4 Q'
CD ‘\%J‘K‘:& matters like Politics. Therefore, he had to use his rhetoric and language more carefully as t ‘é '
()’)‘\ﬂ;(ﬁm not get himsaglf into any more political trouble, like using characters in the play to be a

O\ mouthpiece for him, such as Bdelycleon, instead of him preaghing onstage like he did in The
CriLe msggy nstan, 1985). {¥/Konstan states that the “Wasp —
//¢—_ comedie$ written about the same time...are set off from what we may call the utopian

\Q th&k j\\\‘n‘\\l&\r\.\ﬂﬁk‘cq >\ .
Ui oo e Qocudn Ine Wenvos las [Gontest
s o Ls Ocd Joa ™
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=) (
It can be seen in the b?mof the Chorus by them stantly accusing Bdelycleon of _
“dictatorship” (referericing the overuse of ostracism and the power held by the elite over ’( \/l£

the common citizen) (Aristophanes, 422 BC). Also, in t we hear issues being raised 57 0
\L:bOUt the “Kingly power of the juries” as even Cleon(do with the courts as he

__:r_l_g_v_v_s—i-t’can be sued awmmlwm stophanes .In all, The Wasps is an

interesting piece of source material for us to haveas it allows moderns scholars to debate

on the state of the Athenian Law Court system and is a funny piece of comedic writing.

QN
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Pericl@heral Oration -

Thucydides agcount of Peric es Funeral Oration (Book 2, Chapter

(\ 2, Section 34-46) in his ‘History of the Peloponnesian War’ is
\/& ; nsidered to be one of the most important speeches in & ]

V Western Democracy. Many modern scholars agre
speech is the foundation of great speeches such as

‘Gettysburg Address’ and the ‘Finniest Hour’:The speech was
delivered by the Strate%g?)?zricles around the year 431B
(Thucydides,<t52, 2.2.34) during the??}st year of(The CA/Q‘\L,
Peloponnesian War. Athens had been laid siege to by Sparta and

Figure 1:Phillip Von Foltz’s 1852 oil on Canvas painting of , ‘Pericles Gives the

her allies. Athens knew that it would be unable to win a la PRSI e AA A
campaign against the Spartans due ta_its small army~y—= . D{H’iimﬁ "

(Thucydides, 1954; 2.1.13). However, if the Athenians could gather every-Attiean citizen into
the walls of Athens, use her{Navy to resupply the city and draw Sparta into@v | combat,
(‘Iﬁn the Athenians might stand a@ce (Thucydides, 1954, 2.2.14). This became known as

the Periklean strategy and in 431
declared with a Peloponnesian army on its way (Thucyﬁes,'mz.z.l@}. As custom&%

e strategy was put into place as war with Sparta was

when Athens went to war, a public funeral was held }tf ose who were the first to die in
war (Thucydides, 195472.2.34). At this sacred yf/event}{, Pericleaa@rategos who had been
one of the main advisors to-the Athenian assembly, made a speech to the people of Athens
to try and boost their mo@ﬂd glorify Athens’ form of democracy (Book 2, Chapter 2,

When reading the oration, we have to take note of a number of factors. The main factor
being Thucydides’ methodology. When Thucydides began writing his@tory, he wrote
many of the %éjeches as if he was writing them and what he thought should have been said

during them (G, Cawkwell, 155"})'. Scholars such as Paul Cartledge have been able to
recognise Thucydides’ style of writing and rhe;oric showing that in some sections, he is
elaborating on what was said (P! Cartledge 20‘11 Iso, he wrote the speeches sometime
after the events that he talks about-and scholars”debate whether he was present or not
Cawkwell, 1997 erefore ericration has been affected by the methodology used by
Thucydides because PEriclase’s’ spe’e:ct@ being used as a mouthpiece forJThucydides (G.
Cawkwell, 1997, p2) and irely 3 word for word transcription. — (o1 glla !
. Nt Jc(hmchq’ﬂ b

One of the main things that we get from this oration is the idea that-Athenian democracy is
a political system that should be considered a model to othe and that it has many
benefits fo th€ polis society (G. Cawkwell, 1997) . These benefitsinclude a law system that
provides ibpeople with justice and “Favours the majority instead of the few” (Thucydides,

72.2.37). The speech also criticises the Spartans and how thein way of lifeylimits their
prosperity.?“We live freely, not only in our government but in our gveryday lives”
(Thucydides, 1954, 2.2.37), “We leave our city open to all” and “ourjenemies seek bravery
with painful training” (Thucydides, 1954, 2.2.39). These remarks are|designed to make the
Athenians support the war effort and is again a way for the people tb support PeriEIes even
though his strategy to keep everyone in Athens was unpopular (B(C rtledge 28 Cinall,
The Funeral Oration is a cornerstone of modern democratic rhetoric| Even though most of
the speech is embellished by Thucydides and may be written to how he would have

gjvq? @n&wgw@l‘&@% (s poLuts
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presented the speech, it tackles W|th challenges modern democracy faces and is a powerful
piece of literature that defends pur Qﬁ ocratlc_p'ﬁ')‘cess
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\)\Q i

The Siege of Platea ‘,_.:v; R e N
The Siege of Platea was a Spartan led siege over the Athenian =t :
stronghold city of Platea from 429-427 BC. The siege

sometime around the summer of 427 BC after many of the
troops fled in the win’&%r(lo:f 428/7 BC after being besieged for 2
years (P4) Rhodes, 2(510). Our main source on the (Sigge is from —
Thucydides’ ‘History of the Peloponnesian War'. Thucydides is
one of the main ‘historians’ writing about this period in history. - S b XS
However, Thucydides began writing his account ii Q ege a T 0l AN b=

present at S e N
the siege to document its events (G Cawkwell, 1997'}$Rn\_»/(ow b”“”"’-‘”“*"’f"’”“"*‘;;;f’f;;";;ﬁ;‘j;;’i:;f;ﬁ,’;;"”"’W The Fekipgingsun
PML example being he states at the beginning of Book 2 that he only (\}) FY :
documents the events that occur in the winters and in the summers (Thucydides, 1954, s I&’
Book 2. Chapter 7. Section 1). Therefore, his methodology approach effects the way we &\ﬁ( {in(UCER
understand the siege as some of the details on the sequence of events are missing and his | gadil~,
distance from the time of the siege means@is interpretation of evapts from th \'\UL‘ \\-\U\\\&
material, he had access to. > . QE(‘D’D(\Q WS O
According to Thucydides, Platea was anAthenian ally and was on the Crossroadgl &mﬁ'\)“ﬁw
. between the poleis pf a aprd Boeotiz which made it a strategic stronghold to('d'w%mqu[ﬂb
both the Athenians asz ive city and the Spartans as a city to launch an
attack into Attica (Thucydides, }9;4, 2.7.2). When the outbreak of the .
Peloponnesian War happened;Fhebes begun attacking the city in an attempt to G AR
capture it due to its Qrca_t;gi value)(Th ucydides, MB/OOR 2. Chap‘t{r 7. Secfion M\é
2). However, by 429 BC, '&Wno results (Thucydides, 1?574 QLW & -
2. 7.71). So, in that year, the Spartan King Archidamos--(imaged-on the left),
moved his army to Platea and aided the Thebans in a siege of theTity: K)ﬁ'( L
Peloponnesian decision t jege to Platea and not Attica again has been DQD@
: = debated by scholars for ye %%'429 BC,@e Athenians were in the grip of the /ﬁ]@} g o]
= ' 4 plague, which saw wi_wmca but due to the naval blockad ftthZ O
| peloii;sae_;ert—he rest of mainland Greece ected (Thugydides, 1954, 2. 4.?;0\3\\ O
e 2 ing Archidarus 1 eotureamhe 37 +5@) 5 tHis meant that the Spartans were cautjous about going near Athens ir}/
apemese wome oren i Case they caught the plague (Thucydides, 1}54/,2. 4. 54-55). Alko, growing
e pressure by Thebes on the Peloponnesian League to aid them |n thejrattack on
Platea (Thucydides, 1954, 2. 1. 2-3),/may have influenced the partoning
to lay siege to the city as it meant that they could knocel;out an Athenian stronghold and :
help their .I]heba@ies, while avoiding contracting the plague ravagin Athens/mhodes, \./
2010) 0t
Due to uncertainty over Athenian support in the siege bythe winter o0f{428 BC, many
garrisoned inside the besieged city,fled (Thucydides, 1% 3. b the summer of 427
BC resﬂ‘(d,jﬁ’/ﬁlatea surrende%the Spartans-and-Theba ". esponse to the end of
the siege, the Spartans and her allies disused (wveatherto allow Plateq to survive by asking

the soldiers who were captured whether they dﬁs&anything tohelp Spa e war
(Thucydides 1954, 3. 3. 68). The reply from eac .io-ﬁde/rv\?as no, and so the/Sparta’

number of years after the event, and he even ' :

P-‘u[ o !\—\U’;‘ 3
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