This portfolio is going to be critically analysing the formal education system of America, looking into the history of American education. Throughout this portfolio, there is going to be a critical analysis of the grade system in schools, technology and it impact in the classroom along with how poverty affects students within the US and looking at how the UK education system compares to the US, the portfolio will also be looking at how the American school system include children with additional learning needs. Furthermore, during this portfolio, there is going to be a critical analysis on current situations across America and how it is affecting children’s education.
American education is different from many other countries. Up until 1840s education in the US was available only to the wealthy, the result of a group of individuals fighting toward education for all, by the end of the 19th century, public education was free for all. (Thattai, 2017)

(Figure 1)
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The education system in America is structured as above, starting at different ages in different states education is compulsory. 
Starting at pre-school, these schools offer a one-two year program and a further one year of Kindergarten, it’s important for children’s early development, however, most pre-schools are private. 
Next is elementary school, which depending on the variation, seen in figure 2, can last around eight years, however that again depends on what variation of the school system, following elementary school is high school which lasts for four years. Carrying on from high school, individuals have the option of continuing their education at university. (World Data on Education, 2006)
There are numerous schools situated around the United States, these are public and private schools. An approximate amount spent a year on education in the United States stands at $878 billion. The US has one of the largest school districts throughout the world, with millions of children enrolled in schools across the country. Around 96,000 public schools along with 4,200 higher education institutes. Throughout the years American schools have increased class sizes in order to allow more children  to access their facilities. (US Department of State, 2005/6)
The Grade system throughout the United States of America is unique to each state, Figure 1 and Figure 2 show the way that the grade system is different in each state, showing the different variations that are implemented throughout the US. The system is there to support children and young adults.
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(Figure 3)









(Brown, 2013)
Looking at the differences in the UK and America in Figure 3, kindergarten or the first year of compulsory education in the US is equal to year one in the UK, secondary school in the UK start at year seven, which for America is still middle school, they don’t start high school until 9th Grade or year 10, which in the UK is first year of GCSE’s.
This proves that Education in the United States of America follow similar systems to other countries. (US Department of Education, 2008).
Education within the United States is determined by each individual state, each state has autonomy over the way they run their education system, there are many provisions in place such as, learning offices, put int place to support the systems, the US federal government and local government have a considerate input in the structure of schools. They plan the policies and structures of the schools. (Warren, 2018)
Qualifications within the US are well thought out, giving children a reward such as a certificate for finishing Kindergarten, Elementary and Middle school. High schools however, give students a diploma, high school graduates can receive three types of diplomas, shown in figure 4. 
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(US Department of Education, 2008).
American high schools also offer advanced placement classes, often taught by highly qualified teachers. These courses allow students to obtain first-year undergraduate credits, this is to help students achieve a higher possibility of being accepted into higher education. (US Department of Education, 2008).
Furthermore, this gives children and young adults the encouragement to stay in school and continue their education. Dropping out of high school in America comes with challenges later in life, without a diploma, they are unlikely to get a job, they are more likely to live in poverty, (Messacar, Oreopoulos, 2013)
Education in America may be similar to other countries, however, it has its own unique spin on education, the variations themselves spin a unique view of education. The different Diplomas available to high school graduates, seen in figure 4, give students the award they deserve depending on how hard they have worked throughout their four years in high school. 





A major part of the United States education is the technology that they use.
(Figure 5) [image: ]

(Education Week, 2017)
A study in 2017 showed that Chromebooks were the main tool used in classrooms across the US. The results are shown in Figure 5, with PC laptops coming in second. Education has changed throughout the years as technology has been introduced, technology has helped enrich student experience throughout the world, not just in America. (Firmin,  Genesi, 2013)
Looking at technology, means looking at the affordability of such equipment for students across the United States. There are thousands of students in America who are living in poverty.
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(Child Fund International, 2013)

The United States is one of the countries with the highest rates of childhood poverty in the world, even with America being one of the most developed countries in the world, their percentage reaching 15% of all Americans are living in poverty. A child’s ability to concentrate at school is affected by poverty, Figure 6 shows the overall percentage of poverty across the United States, some states with a higher percentage than others, Florida has a percentage of 59% of all students coming from a low-income family. (Child Fund International, 2013)
Technology may be supporting most students across the US, however in Chicago there are a number of schools that are unable to afford the technology that the students need. 

[image: ](Figure 7)
(Pandolfo, 2012)
Schools being unable to afford the high-speed internet for their classrooms is very common in Chicago, even with the millions being spent on technology a year, they are unable to keep up with the demand, this is seen in Figure 7.
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(Rodrigues, 2018)
Along with some schools not being able to give students access to basic technology, schools are also requiring students to complete online homework, this is leading to many students not being able to complete their homework due to not having home access to the technology required, leading back to the ‘digital divide’ from Figure 6. (Rodrigues, 2018) 

Moreover, the American school system has specific services in place for their students with additional learning needs. The inclusion policies that are in place in America mean that all children, regardless of ability are valued as members of the school community. (Hossain, 2012). 

(Figure 9)
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(Hossain, 2012)

Figure 9 shows just how the inclusion process helps children and young people in America feel part of their school community.
In 2001 the No Child Left Behind Act or NCLB Act was implemented so that children with disabilities were supported no matter what. The Act makes it a requirement to give students the best possible support in a mainstream setting. (Bush, 2001).
[image: ]moreover, recent situations have caused schools around the world to close for an extended period of time.
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(The Guardian, 2020)



Going back to figure 6, millions of students across America are living in poverty, the closure of schools has caused a remote learning environment, students are relying on technology and WI-FI in order to attend their lessons, Figure 7 and Figure 8 show how students across the US are struggling to keep up with the need for online delivery. Figure 10 shows a child using an online platform to attend her online classes, this is something that is expected of children all throughout the country, however, mentioned before, many children do not have access to the technology required.

(Figure 11)
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Figure 11 shows just how much of a disadvantage that children and parents living in poverty have. Their access to technology may be limited meaning that others have more of an advantage. 
The current pandemic has had a worldwide effect on education, causing schools to use digital platforms such as Zoom.  
  (Figure 12)
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(Mustafa, 2020)


Figure 12 shows just how much of an impact the pandemic is having on students across America and the rest of the world. Student across the country are struggling to keep up with their studies because they do not have access to the basic technology that they need, they also do not have access to libraries for WI-FI or computer access, meaning that thousands of students are unable to keep up with their work.
Higher education institutions across the United States are also struggling with the pandemic, students are in a situation where some are being placed on the front lines due to their universities operating hospitals,
(Figure 13)
[image: ](Illanes, et al, 2020)
Universities in America are struggling to keep up with the emergency procedures that were put into place after previous situations, this pandemic is making it difficult for universities across America to respond quickly.

In conclusion, the American education system is similar to other countries around the world, this is seen in figure 3, the UK and US education system have similarities in their age categories, the countries have some differences in the high school and secondary schools, mainly being that secondary schools start at age eleven whereas high school starts at fifteen. Figure 2 shows the clear variations in the education structure throughout the different states, these variations mean that elementary school may be longer and middle school shorter or the other way around, each state has the ability to control how they want their education system to work and they have the option to change the length of compulsory education. Furthermore, education in the US has become more and more technologically driven, meaning that they are using technology more in their everyday lessons, figure 6 shows just how much of a disadvantage some students may have, along with the disadvantages of current situations within the world, students are suffering from the ‘digital divide’ shown in figure 7. Next is the way the American school system supports children with additional learning needs, ALN is taken seriously in the US, students are given equal opportunities and they are included within the school community, through mainstream education, this gives them the chance to stay within the borders of everyone else. Figures 12 and 13 show the impact that the pandemic is having on students across the United States, students are not able to get their education accessed in the best possible way, they are suffereing from lack of resources and there is no way for children and young adults to achieve their best possible grades through the pandemic. Overall this portfolio has shed light on the good and bad side to the American education system.
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The term “digital divide” used to refer to whether classrooms had
computers connected to the Internet. Now, the bar has been raised, as
newer software programs require high-speed connections and as WiFi-
dependent devices such as iPads make their way into classrooms.

Even though Chicago Public Schools reports spending about $40 million
a year on technology, Bronzeville Scholastic lags behind its peers and
exemplifies a dangerous disparity that exists in the United States,
according to Susan Patrick, president and CEO of the International
Association for K-12 Online Learning.
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Schools are dishing out homework assignments that require using a
computer or the internet, but many students don't have the resources to
complete them, the Atlantic reports.
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students with disabilities actively participate in
the academic and extra-curricular activities of
the school community; and they are given the
instructional and behavioral support to succeed
(McLeskey, Rosenberg, & Westling, 2009). Spe-
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By Monday 16 March, they had launched their distance learning processes on
whatever platforms they were already familiar with or had managed to learn
overnight.
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“Those who have capable parents, equipped with means, such as tablets or
computers, have an advantage,” says Arianna Filippone, an elementary
school teacher in Palermo.

“Those who are not lucky enough to have these resources are clearly more
disadvantaged. Even today, almost two months after the school closures,
authorities are still trying to figure out if there are students without tablets or
an internet connection.”
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Lack of access to technology or fast, reliable internet access can prevent students in rural areas and
from disadvantaged families. Lack of access to technology or good internet connectivity is an
obstacle to continued learning, especially for students from disadvantaged families.*! In response
to school closures caused by COVID-19, Universities recommends the use of distance learning
programs and open educational applications and platforms that schools and teachers can use to
reach learners remotely and limit the disruption of education.l*”) To aid in slowing the transmission
of COVID-19, hundreds of libraries have temporarily closed. For students without internet at

home, this increases the difficulty of keeping up with distance learning.
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I n the wake of 9/11, SARS, natural disasters, and campus violence, many
American universities set up emergency-response teams to prepare for the
unexpected. The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic has revealed the limits
of these efforts. Although universities were at the forefront of some of the most
proactive responses to the virus—quick to empty dorms and move classes

online—the process was challenging, and many are still scrambling.
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Variation 1:

— Elementary (or Primary) School (ages 6-13): 8 years duration.

—4-Year High School (ages 14-18): 4 years duration.

Variation 2:

— Elementary (or Primary) School (ages 6-9): 4 years duration.

— Middle School (ages 10-13): 4 years duration.

—4-Year High School (ages 14-18): 4 years duration.

Variation 3:

— Elementary (or Primary) School (ages 6-11): 5 years duration.

— Junior High School (12-14): 3 years duration.

— Senior High School (15-18): 3 years duration.

Variation 4:

— Elementary (or Primary) School (ages 6-11): 6 years duration.

— Combined Junior/Senior School (ages 12-18): 6 years duration.

For postsecondary education, the stages are more generally represented in the following order:
— Vocational Technical Institutions; and Junior/Community Colleges.

— Undergraduate Programmes (Bachelor’s Degree).

— Master’s Degree Study.

— Doctor’s Degree Study (Ph.D.); and Professional Schools (Medicine, Theology, Law, etc.).
— Postdoctoral Study and Research.
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University College, university

Year 1 Kindergarten

Year 2 1st grade

Year 3 2nd grade

Year 4 3rd grade

Year 5 4th grade

Year 6 5th grade

Year 7 6th grade

Year 8 7th grade

Year 9 8th grade

Year 10 9th grade, freshman year
Year 11 10th grade, sophomore year
Year 12 11th grade, junior year

Year 13 12th grade, senior year
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General high school diploma tracks meets the state minimum requirements for
graduation.

Vocational diploma tracks exceed the state minimum requirement and add
instruction in career subjects plus applicable mathematics and science
requirements.

Academic preparatory diploma tracks also exceed the state minimum
requirements by adding additional mathematics, English, foreign language and
science instruction. In addition, some states and schools award honors or
Regents diplomas for students whose academic preparatory programs meet
specific requirements, and many students graduate in Advanced Placement (AP)
courses.





