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Are we the problem? It sounds familiar, doesn’t it? Whether we are talking about climate change, discrimination, equality, health challenges or technology humans are the common factor. Our very nature has allowed us to create and destroy elements of our lives. By far, our biggest impact is to our home, planet Earth. 
Are Humans the problem? Do we learn from our mistakes - history demonstrates that apparently, we do not and are still to this day ignoring the lessons of our past and clear scientific evidence proving that we need to act now in order to save our planet for future generations. A more important question to consider is why we continue to travel down this destructive path? What can we do to prevent this situation from leaving us without a home?  Attenborough (2020) states that ‘Human activity is now so dominant it is disrupting the forces of nature and the vital habitats life that needs to survive on Earth. This is the most important story of our time. The actions we take in just the next few years will affect the future of our planet to come.’
We continue to ignore the warning signs that mother nature has provided us as if we ignore it is not really happening, but the science is clear we are approaching the point of no return for our planet. United Nations stated (2020) that ‘If heating continues it will have a devastating impact on the planet, causing hunger, flooded homes along the coast as well as more wildfires, hurricanes and drought.’
Despite all the doom and gloom, we do get to witness humankind’s remarkable ability to survive and random acts of kindness and compassion to complete strangers. This provides hope – hope that we can put our differences aside and work together as one to protect our home so that future generations have a safe and healthy future to look forwards too. We cannot escape the science which can be argued is undisputable. Al Gore (2020) states that ‘we still have a Code Red for the Climate change crisis’, and we need to continue to find solutions and work together to save the planet.
We need to learn to work together, have a common goal and utilise our skills for the future generations. 
Something to ponder from David Attenborough (2021) considers that ‘We should use this opportunity to create a more equal world – our motivation should not be fear but hope.’
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Considering the massive climate change issues, we are facing as a planet what do we need future generations to be able to do???
It is an interesting question that poses a lot of thought and time however ultimately it is our responsibility to equip our future generations and young people with the skills they will need in order to be able to adapt and be able to take on the challenges that mother nature continues to throw at them. We also need to enable skills in our future generations that allow them to work collaboratively, equally and cohesively to solve the problems of the day.
The Welsh Government have launched the New Welsh Curriculum which is skill enhanced for our future generations and focuses on those skills such as being ambitious capable learners and enterprising creative contributors as some of the skills that young people will need in the future to be bale to dela with the problems that the world will face if we do not tackle the climate change issue head on.
You might say that how can these skills benefit the younger generations? Well, if anything it will allow them to be problem-solvers, tolerant and resilient – wok collaboratively to achieve the same goals which will be to survive on their home planet and protect it from harm. These skills will teach children the importance of working together, being creative and finding solutions to everyday problems.
 Our future generations need to be ambitious capable learners and creative contributors and ethically informed citizen in order to be able to deal with the problems of the future Earth. These skills will allow them to adaptable and enabled to solve the future problems of the planet.
The Four Purposes designed by the Welsh Government (2015) state that children will ‘use digital technologies to creatively communicate, find and analyse information, take measured decisions about lifestyle and manage risk and face and overcome challenges.’

These skills are essential now to future generations of children who will need to be equip to deal with the problems of the day. It is key that these skills enable our future generations to help them find the solutions of tomorrow and create a healthy planet and society for generations to come.
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Do we need design thinking in education? You could argue that it is anther fad that will ultimately be phased out when the next government is chosen and decides to change strategy again or is it??
Design thinking in its very basic form allows the process of information to be coordinated, analysed and contributed too to ensure that it is effective and fir for purpose. The core elements of design thinking allow for this. Carroll et al 2010 ‘Students in design benefit from collaborative problem solving, learning new skills from the teamwork that they must use in the process. In the group work they must focus on a goal, and this focus, created by the design thinking process, helps them to understand and practice the principles of collaboration, teamwork and empathy.
These skills are now key building blocks for the new curriculum and indeed life skills that all children need to acquire to build on in their lives.
It is imperative that our children have the key building blocks to enable them in their lives. The Welsh Curriculum has built on the Four Purposes with key skills for all children to learn and this must be reflected across the primary and secondary sectors of education. Design thinking enables these behaviours and core competencies to build on for future generations.
It is so important that we use design thinking to solve the problems of today generations and future generations.
‘The need for the skill of empathy in a diverse range of professions, and to the 21st century skills in general also suggests that exposure to design education at primary school could lay a solid foundation that would not only benefit children who go on to become creative professionals but would in fact benefit all children and lead to their greater engagement at school and future success in their professional lives’.
Something to ponder, if we don’t adapt and change then what happens?
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