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Dissertation Synopsis 

Are High-Rise Buildings Necessary/Relevant Today?



Introduction 

The targeted topic for this dissertation is whether high-rise buildings are relevant/necessary today. This is a subtopic of a larger subject area centred around designing for the future. Research into this field is important and beneficial as high-rise buildings leave a major carbon footprint and with an increasingly dense population, their relevance and necessity in the modern world should be examined. 

Methodology 

Methodologies are the core of the project as I will be looking to introduce new knowledge regarding the topic area. To accomplish this, I will read relevant materials, including architects’ philosophies and historical data. In addition, I will do extensive research, together with site visits and comparative case studies involving high-rise buildings in various countries. Furthermore, interviews with architects and users of high-rise and low-rise buildings will be another valuable method. Finally, the topic will be rationally and effectively addressed using questionnaires and surveys. 

Aims and Objectives 

An aim which will assist me in answering the topic question is to figure out why high-rise structures are built, what they are used for, and whether they are the best solution to urban growth. 
The dissertation will include the following objectives: 
· Considering China has the most high-rise buildings, find out how future high-rises are seen going forward in China and other similar countries.
· Find out what the economic drivers behind high-rise projects in countries around the world are.
· In the locations where new high-rise projects are planned, what housing problems are faced by the community living there. 
The aims and objectives will be reviewed at the end of the research to analyse if they have been met. 

Literature Review 

Some of the key books which will help my dissertation will be:
· Sky High Living: Contemporary High-Rise Apartment Buildings by George Binder (2002)
· Sustainable High-Rise Buildings in Urban Zones: Advantages, Challenges, and Global Case Studies by Ali Sayigh (2017)
· Planning Buildings for a High-Rise Environment in Hong Kong A Review of Building Appeal Decisions by Daniel Chi-wing Ho and Lawrence Wai-chung Lai (2000)
· Homes in High Flats: Some of The Human Problems Involved in Multi-Storey Housing by Hilary Robinson (1971)

Limitations 

Some of the constraint on my ability to investigate and communicate my findings include respondence from questionnaires; where there may be an inadequate amount of information or no responses. Due to potential COVID-19 restrictions, other limitations include not being able to conduct site visits or in-person interviews, as well as buildings being closed or undergoing refurbishments.

Ethical consideration 

There may be ethical considerations that may revolve around individuals in the interviews I will be organising, as they may want to remain anonymous and not want their name and business associated with the interview response. I will have to be mindful of people’s privacy and whether they are prepared to have their opinions and conversations recorded. This is especially critical for those in high-ranking professions, as it could cause them difficulties if the documents are released into the press or public domain. 

Timeframe 

For this project, having a clear timeframe for various stages is critical, and these include:
· Conducting site visits before the start of the upcoming academic year.
· Conducting research until October, 2022.
· Issuing interviews by November, 2022 and collecting them by January, 2023.
· By December, I will have a clear concept of the dissertation's framework.
· Write-up and submission periods will be February-April, 2023.

Conclusion 

The dissertation's goals can be met if the mentioned objectives are properly met through the methodologies stated. 
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If possible, could I please have either Dr.Liz Walder or Ian Standen as a supervisor for the dissertation in the upcoming academic year. Thank you. 
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