Joint County Lunatic Asylum

Newspaper Extracts 1865
Carmarthen Journal

Friday September 29th 1865.

Shortly after five o’clock on Tuesday evening last about ten of the male inmates of Briton Ferry Asylum arrived at the Carmarthen Junction on their way to their new quarters in the handsome and commodious building lately erected near Carmarthen, at the joint expense of the three counties. This first detachment consisting of those patients who were least affected, was met by Dr. Wilton the medical superintendent, and under his protection, and that of a few attendants, they were conveyed in an omnibus belonging to the Ivy Bush Hotel, to their future home. The work of transferring the remainder will now be carried on continuously, and we trust, without mishap to the unfortunate sufferers who, it is hoped, will experience from the additional and superior comforts provided for them, a permanent deliverance from their distressing affliction/

December 1st 1865.

Removal of a lunatic. Order for removal of Edward Williams a sweep and formerly a sailor, in the Carmarthen Workhouse. Mr David Lloyd Medical Officer at Carmarthen Workhouse - Edward Williams is at present in the workhouse and chargeable to the Common Fund. I believe him to be an insane person and from this opinion of him and from his general appearance and conduct, he has no definite idea of anything going on around him. He does not know the day of the week or the month - answers are incoherent and indefinite. I do not know whether he has threatened violence … but general conduct is wild. - Removal to Briton Ferry Asylum.

December 22nd 1865

Meeting of the UCLA with ordinary business transacted and a report respecting the general conditions upon which the inmates will in future be received into the establishment. Resolved that from January 1st 1866 the charge for each pauper lunatic shall be 12/- instead of 14/- weekly.

December 29th 1865.

On Christmas Day the inmates of the Asylum were regaled with a substantial dinner together with the usual Christmas Pudding and were amused in the evening with a grand display of fireworks which afforded no inconsiderable amount of gratification - This treat was provided by the liberality of Dr. Wilson the respected superintendent, who spares neither trouble or expense in providing for the amusement and comfort of the poor creatures who are entrusted to his care. 

The Welshman

Oct.13 1865

 A meeting of the Joint Lunatic Asylum Committee of Visitors - Comprising of :Earl Cawdor (Chairman); D. Pugh esq. MP; J.H. Scourfield sq. MP; D. Lewis Esq.Stradey; Gwynnett Tyler Esq. Mount Gernos; J.Jones Esq. Blaenos; J.L.G.P. LewisEsq. Henllan: Nicholas Roch Esq. Pasheston. Several bills were examined and orderedto be paid and orders given for the purchase of sundry articles for the use of the asylum.

October 13th 1865.

Haverfordwest Union Children - younger inmates enjoyed the first out-door excursion to which they have ever been treated. Went to Woodline Lodge owned by Mr J. lewis. 52 accompanied by attendants - given a tea, out-door sports suitable to either sex. Sang a few songs - given cake before leaving.

 Oct 20th 1865

Pemb. Quarter Sessions

 Committee of Visitors - that on the 10th inst. they visited the Asylum which was so far completed as to admit of the reception of a certain number of patients; that there were 10 patients already in the asylum and that arrangements were being made to admit more from time to time. That it had recommended by the Commissioners in Lunacy that the remaining number of patients belonging to the three counties now confined at Britton Ferry amounting to about 140, should be first admitted. Once all the patients arrive there would be 150 and the asylum was built for only 212.

Q.  What about those at the Haverfordwest asylum?

A. About two thirds belonged to the County and will go to the asylum at Carmarthen. Needed to wait until the Briton Ferry patients arrived before moving them as a larger number could be kept at less expense.

Felt that they would be ready to receive them by December.

Agreed to receive the Briton Ferry patients in lots.

Chairman - £104 needed to be paid by Pembs. And Carms. Towards J.C.L.A. At first the proportions for the three counties were agreed upon, but afterwards Haverfordwest joined and the contributions by Carms. And Pembs. Were reduced. Subsequently however, Haverfordwest withdrew and thus restored the amounts to b contributed by Carms and Pembs. To their original proportions; and the £208 which has to be paid to Haverfordwest, must be paid by the two counties, leaving Pembs, to pay £104. As the Treasurer has a small balance in hand, some £123, it is thought that £104 should be paid out of the balance, so as not to disturb the County rate. All agreed.

November 3rd 1865

Escape of Lunatic from the New Asylum

Friday morning at an early hour, considerable alarm was created amongst the officials of the Lunatic Asylum through the discovery that a man named Davies, a native of Aberystwyth, and one of the patients recently brought from Briton Ferry had escaped from his cell. Different tales are circulating as to the manner in which the lunatic left his cell; some say he escaped through a window and others believe that the keeper had neglected to lock the cell-door before retiring to rest. The latter appears to be the most credible story … [man not missed until four o’clock] … About 4.15 am, the inhabitants of water Street were awakened by the hurried footsteps of the keepers who were seeking the aid of the police … the streets of the town were searched but to no purpose. Meantime the keepers werein the direction of John’s Town and about five o’clock they found the lunatic between the Royal Oak gate and the Friends Arms Public House. The poor fellow had nothing about his person except a blankey which he had taken from his cell. Some acts of violence have been attributed to the lunatic, but we believe they are imaginary acts only nevertheless it is hoped that a strict inquiry into the means by which the lunatic escaped will be instituted; for any neglect on the part of the officials might be attended with frightful consequences.

December 15th 1865

Removal of a Lunatic

On Monday at a magistrates’ Clerk Office before J. Thomas Esq. Mr. Lloyd, medical officer of the Carmarthen District and Workhouse, stated that Louisa Anthony, wife of David Anthony, tailor, Wood’s Row, was of unsound mind and unfit to remain at large. He recommended her removal to an Asylum - Mr J. Evans relieving officer applied for an order to remove her to Briton Ferry Asylum forthwith, which was granted.

December 22nd 1865

J.C.L.A. Medical Superintendent instructed to receive the full number of patients - 212 forthwith. From the first of January 1866, 12/- a week should be charged for each patient. Venerable Archdeacon Williams appointed as Chaplain.

