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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).


	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Introduction

In this Task 4, first I will be looking at the core legislation linked to children’s safeguarding along with different policies associated with it for me to understand how the legislation works in children’s safeguarding compared with adult practice.

Core Legislation

One of the key pieces of legislation uses in children services is the Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014 which is same as adult services. The Act defines a child at risk as an individual under 18 who is experiencing or could experience, abuse or neglect (SSWBA 2014).

There are a few important parts and sections that relate specifically to children especially Part 3 deals with assessment to find out needs of which includes the assessment process and support (SSWBA 2014). 
Part 4 looks at meeting needs and explains that local authorities (LA) must meet the eligible care and support needs of a child and how service is offered when found eligible (SSWBA 2014). 

Part 6 covers where no one has parental responsibility, the child is abandoned or the carer cannot provide suitable care. It also explains the duties for looked after children and duties towards care leavers. Part 7 is the safeguarding part and gives a clear duty for professionals to report any child who may be at risk of abuse, neglect or harm (SSWBA 2014). 

Even though a large part of the Children Act 1989 was replaced by the SSWB Act, some sections are still very relevant especially Part 4 and Part 5 which include duties around investigating harm, emergency protection orders, care orders and court powers. Section 47 places a duty on the local authority to carry out enquiries when there is concern that a child is suffering or likely to suffer, significant harm (Children Act 1989)

National Guidance

Working Together to Safeguard People is key guidance for children’s services in Wales which provides the national framework for how agencies must work together to protect and promote children’s welfare. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures provide the operational guidance explaining how safeguarding procedures should be carried out in practice. Working Together explains what must happen and why and the Wales Safeguarding Procedures explain how it should be done (Welsh Government, 2018; Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019). Other national policies include Keeping Learners Safe and the National Action Plan for Preventing and Responding to Child Sexual Abuse. The UNCRC (1989) also has a big influence on safeguarding in Wales and this is strengthened through the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011.

Local and Organisational Policy and Procedure

In my LA, children’s safeguarding is overseen by the X Safeguarding Board. My LA  also follows Welsh safeguarding legislation including the SSWB Act 2014, Children Act 2004, Education Act 2002, Keeping Learners Safe etc. Schools in my LA follow the Model Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy which includes legal safeguarding duties, a designated safeguarding person, working closely with children’s services and offering clear procedures for reporting concerns. Early help and early identification of concerns are also key elements in my local authority’s procedure. In the LA where I work, staff must follow both adult and children’s safeguarding policies which include attending mandatory training, maintaining confidentiality and demonstrating professional curiosity.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

In adult safeguarding in Wales, the main legislation that I use is the Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014. Adults are considered under the adult at risk criteria and all three points must be met to progress to the next level such as they must have care and support needs, be at risk of abuse or neglect and be unable to protect themselves (SSWBA 2014).

In children’s safeguarding, they use SSWA and along with Children Act 1989. Due to vulnerability, the threshold for intervention is lower with quicker interventions compared to adults (Children Act 1989). Adult safeguarding can be complex, time consuming and the person must meet the three criteria. But in children’s safeguarding, the LA can act quickly as it is not mandatory for the child to have care and support needs.

Under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, adults are assumed to have mental capacity and have the right to make their own choices even if the decision seems risky and professionals can’t override this. Consent is a big factor in adult safeguarding, if an adult has capacity and refuses consent then we normally can’t go ahead with support. Gillick competence is also something we consider in children’s safeguarding this means that a child under the age of 16 can make particular decisions if they are able to fully understand the decision and the consequences of it. In some situations, children may be considered mature enough to give or refuse consent without their parent's agreement. This shows that safeguarding is not only about parental responsibility but rather understanding the child’s own development and their rights associated with it (Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech Area Health Authority, 1985).

In children’s safeguarding, decisions can also be taken by professionals even without parent’s consent considering the risk. National and international laws emphasise that a child’s voice should not be missed and the priority is to keep them safe (UNCRC, 1989).

Adult safeguarding referrals progress to a Section 126 enquiry which keeps the process person centred and focuses on outcomes that the individual wants, encouraging them to be part of the decision making. In children’s safeguarding, concerns can lead to Section 47 enquiries with child protection conferences, core groups and multi-agency meetings which concentrate more on safety rather than personal choices (SSWBA 2014; Cardiff University, 2026).

As a social worker who works in the adult setting, it is important for me to understand the key legislation and the differences between them so that I can guide my practice, support early intervention, follow procedures and offer the right support to the individual with all the components connected to that individual.

(WORD COUNT: 438)
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