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[bookmark: _Hlk68643563]
[bookmark: _Hlk68017956]This essay critically compares and contrasts two papers, Brink, T. L., ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), 82-85, and Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’, Sociology of Religion, 60, (1999), 187-197.


1. [bookmark: _Hlk67914278]Introduction 

This essay aim is to compare the two articles listed above to analyse and contrast the researchers' methodology and how valid their choice of methodology is in relation and remit to their projects. This paper will also examine the researcher's position on the insider/outsider continuum concerning their target groups and how this shaped their projects. Further, this paper will compare the reviewed literature's effectiveness in the papers in relation to the fieldwork data, relevant literature, and future position of their projects within larger academic frameworks. 
[bookmark: _Hlk68699897]Also, this paper will compare the structure of the papers, the ethical consideration, especially in relation to the chosen target groups in both pieces of research and, the results, revealed by the authors. Finally, this essay will define, and compare the methodological choice and the concepts revealed during an examination and contrast of the above research articles. 


2. The Researchers

Dr. T.L. Brink is a social scientist, specialist in geriatric psychology and qualitative research and author/editor of fifteen books, many publications, encyclopaedia articles, journal articles, reviews, and presentations. His main topics of interest include clinical assessment and treatment of mental disorders in later life, qualitative research methods, consumer behaviour, and religious phenomena.  He is currently a Professor of Psychology at Crafton Hills College, where he has been teaching online for twenty years.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://craftonhills.academia.edu/TLBrink, access 28.03.2021] 


The second paper is deducted in collaboration between Dr. Tony Walter and Dr. Helen Waterhouse.
Dr. Tony Walter is a Professor of Death Studies at the University of Bath Spa. He was a freelance scholar from 1975 - 1994, writing books on the treatment of young offenders, religion and society, landscape, unemployment, social security, basic income, and the concept of need.
From 1994, he worked as Lecturer and Reader in Sociology at the University of Reading. Since 2006, he. Since 1990, his writing and lecturing is focused on developing a sociological understanding of death in modern society.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://researchportal.bath.ac.uk/en/persons/tony-walter, access 28.03.2021] 

Dr. Waterhouse has research interests in the practice of Buddhism in Britain, twenty-first-century religion, and the relation between religious practice and practice for developing skills such as chess or playing the piano. Since 1999 she is teaching about Buddhism at the Open University, at the Religious Studies Department.[footnoteRef:3] Dr. Waterhouse and Dr. Walter have further studies in collaboration regarding belief in reincarnation and its effect on everyday life in England, and in relation to the Christian Church.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  http://www.open.ac.uk/people/hjw26, access 28.03.2021]  [4:  http://www.open.ac.uk/people/hjw26, access 28.03.2021] 


3. Structures 

The structure of Brink papers is short and simple, in three points, and with not enough details regarding the project purpose, and used methodology. He starts with briefly involved introduction in which he briefly mentions some ‘guiding theories’ as he defined the suggestions, he used but he does not give strong basis of the research, nor give a thesis. He provides literature sources, but he does not link any thesis with some of the cited literature.[footnoteRef:5] The structure of the paper is not clearly and logically constructed. It is visible that there are missing elements in the structure, there is no self-reflection segments, and he does not declare his own interest to make this research.[footnoteRef:6]  [5:  Brink, T. L.. ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), pp. 82-85]  [6:  Brink, T. L.. ‘Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation.’ Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), pp. 82-83] 


In contrast with the Brink’s paper, Water and Waterhouse's article is well structured, clear, and logically constructed. There is detailed context about the purpose of the research, methodology used, and findings.  The authors give a clear statement of intent initially, and the paper is built according to the structure announced by the authors.[footnoteRef:7] Their paper includes an abstract with information for their research intention, briefly explained data from previous other similar surveys on the belief in the incarnation, information regarding interview data and the process of organizing and conducting the interviews, and their findings summarising and explained. The rationale for considering the subject of interest is presented in the introduction and further defined in the Survey Data section.[footnoteRef:8] Their paper consists of detailed information and appropriate length for the qualitative research without missing segments compared to the Brink paper. [7:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, pp. 188-191 ]  [8:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, pp. 187-190] 



4. Literature Review 

In Brink's paper, the author does not connect the reviewed literature mentioned in his paper with the data and results and his findings. The literature Brink cited is mainly from social science, not from religious science or astrology or literature with a similar subject. He does not provide literature and data from similar research or a same topic.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Brink, T. L., (1978), Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation, Review of Religious Research, 20, pp. 82-85] 

His papers' conclusions are not withdrawn from the literature he cited and are disconnect from the brief data mentioned in the article. 

In contrast, the authors of Very Private Belief come back to the literature and their rationale. Authors constructively relate their field data to relevant literature, cited in their paper, and compare multiple studies. The authors explain the aim of presented analyses of their findings, also introduce specific references by academic literature in their discussions. The authors develop their project in a broader academic framework and build on research data on the idea of reincarnation and what believers think.[footnoteRef:10] They provide references to relevant sources, supporting citations, and arguments presented in the paper.[footnoteRef:11] [10:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, p. 195]  [11:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, pp. 188-194] 


5. Methodology 

The authors of both papers applied qualitative research method, but they followed different procedures. The chosen methodology by qualitative research is appropriate in social science.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Bryman, Alan, (2004), Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Chapter 3, The Nature of Qualitative Research,  Routledge, p.45] 

Brink introduces his research essay by stating he represents a functional perspective for his results and conclusions. He does not provide a description and essential information about what functionalism he will attach to the research.[footnoteRef:13] He briefly describes some structures and functions but does not form these terms in theory or hypothesis. In the methodological approach followed by Brink, there are issues. [13:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation, Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), p. 82] 

Brink make suggestions that are not connected to any previous research data and results, or to similar research and surveys. Brink introduces some terminologies, but they do not reappear later in the paper.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation, Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), pp. 82-85] 

The participants did not have an option to refuse to participate or answer 'no' to some question or answer with their own words. 
The questionnaire was not the right choice for the research's purpose if he aimed to achieve deep and rich data and follow qualitative research tends associated with participant observation. The better option was to apply unstructured, in-depth interviewing. There are short yes/no answers in the questionnaire. The question for belief is not appropriate to scope with yes/no answers.  The chosen type of question reveals his attitude to the research and the kind of answers he wanted to gain and expected a specific direction of his study subjectively. There is no clear representation of questions asked on the questionnaire; the statements are provided on a chart but do not give a structure of questions.[footnoteRef:15] The questionnaire should include the mixed type of questions with well-structured questions and options for word from a list or scale responses and questions for open sentence responses.[footnoteRef:16] Brink does not hide his disappointment by the unexpected results and that the data did not confirm his assumptions represented in the beginning.[footnoteRef:17]  [15:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation, Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), p. 83]  [16:  Bell, Judith, (2005), Doing Your Research Project. A guide for first-time researchers in education, health, and social studies, Fourth edition. Open University Press, Part II, p. 138]  [17:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation, Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), p. 84] 

Brink mentions his claims in the Hypothesis section of his essay, but they sound subjective, dominated by biased prejudices. He opens a precondition for opposing Roman Catholic doctrine with astrology and the concept of reincarnation with his claims.[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation., Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), pp. 82-84] 

The Hypothesis section in his essay is short and without providing the expected for that research, academic rationale. Brink jumps up directly to the description of results and does not provide detailed information for the methodology he plans to use and the reasons and motivation for chosen methodological methods.[footnoteRef:19] He does not describe the followed ethical principles, selected participants, and ethical concerns he attached to the study. He does not provide information about his questionnaire and what and how many questions he asked the participants. He describes that the subjects were students junior and senior, girls, represented working-class of Polish and Italian families, and participants' choice also opens an ethical discussion and ethical issues.[footnoteRef:20] The chosen subjects open a question about validation of this research, and if the results could be used as further data to more extensive study with a similar research question. Brink used a qualitative method of research by using of questionnaire conducting of 227 subjects. He used a single method and utilized only a questionnaire that he conducted among schoolgirls presented in the class he led at Roman Catholic school.[footnoteRef:21] He does not describe his practical methodological choice, and he does not give answers for his methodology. He provides some ethnic and demographic data about the subjects' age, gender, social background, and religious group as students at the NW Chicago girls' school. He provides the chart, but he does not explain how he gets the results in the chart.[footnoteRef:22]  [19:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation., Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), pp. 82-84]  [20:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation., Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), p. 83]  [21:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation., Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), p. 83]  [22:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation., Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), p. 83] 

The statements he claims are formulated as prejudicial thoughts and proposals, deprived of a solid scientific justification, result of scientific and academic observations because he does not connect the data with the reviewed literature.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Brink, T. L., Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation., Review of Religious Research, 20, (1978), pp. 83-84 ] 

Brink refers to Wuthnow and his study Astrology and Marginality. The non-confirmed claims in Brink’s paper could be explained based on the gained results and conclusions represented in this article regarding astrology and marginal groups not well educated, influenced by drugs, determined by gender, ethnicity.[footnoteRef:24] This could be an answer for the chosen target group by Brink, and social status of the responders in his research, Polish and Italian girls from working class, under 18.[footnoteRef:25] [24:  Wuthnow, Robert, (1976), Astrology and Marginality, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 15, No. 2, pp. 158-160
Published by: Wiley on behalf of Society for the Scientific Study of Religion]  [25:  Brink, T. L., (1978), Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation,  Review of Religious Research, 20, p. 83] 


Regarding the approval of the research studies, the authors of Very Private belief acknowledge that the University of Reading Research Endowment Trust funded this research.[footnoteRef:26] On opposite, Brink does not mention in his paper how and who approved his research. [26:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, p. 188] 


In the paper Very private belief, the used methodology is clearly explained, including of the limitations of the data. The authors used a quantitative data for their qualitative research and provide data collected by surveys.[footnoteRef:27] The authors used qualitative research method and unstructured interviews. The choice is appropriate and responds to the aim of the study and allow deep exploration of the topic.[footnoteRef:28] Qualitative research is a valid choice of methodology of the study to provide a pure description and examination of analysis of the subject’s beliefs and to focus a substantial attention to details.[footnoteRef:29] The study produces analyses and explanations by contributing details and context of subjects’ interpretations in conducted interviews.[footnoteRef:30] Qualitative research responds and emphasize the terms and participants' experiences to understand the data collected by their project in their social and religious context.[footnoteRef:31]  [27:  Bryman, Alan, (2004), Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Chapter 3, The Nature of Qualitative Research, Routledge, pp.11-12]  [28:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, p. 192 ]  [29:  Bryman, Alan, (2004), Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Chapter 3, The Nature of Qualitative Research, Routledge, p.63]  [30:  Bryman, Alan, (2004), Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Chapter 3, The Nature of Qualitative Research, Routledge, p.63]  [31:  Bryman, Alan, (2004), Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Chapter 3, The Nature of Qualitative Research, Routledge, p.65] 

The used by the authors a qualitative research method to the study allowed them to reveal framework in a social context. By applying of a qualitative research, the researchers achieved flexible and comprehensive design and eventual change during the investigation.[footnoteRef:32] The authors expanded the topic of their study and changed how they ‘characterize their respondents as comprising not a sample of those who believe in reincarnation but a sample of those who seriously entertain the idea of reincarnation.’[footnoteRef:33]  [32:  Lapan, Stephen D., Lynn, Mary, Quartaroli, Marylyn T., Riemer, Frances Julia, Editors, (2012), Qualitative Research. An Introduction to Methods and Designs, Chapter I, Introduction to Qualitative research, Jossey-Bass. A Willey Imprint, p. 3]  [33:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, p. 192] 

Qualitative research method allowed gaining deep and rich data for the study by close relationship with the subjects.[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  Bryman, Alan, (2004), Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Chapter 3, The Nature of Qualitative Research, Routledge, p. 94] 

The findings are well organized, being discussed under themes, and compared to relevant academic theories. A clear conclusion is provided, summarising the rationale, the procedure followed, and the findings. Authors state their perspectives in religion and sociology context.[footnoteRef:35] They provide an interpretive paradigm and include quantitative data in their research. The approach was to build an inductive conceptual framework and connect their findings to published research that used a positivist approach by surveys to expand further research in that area and produce interpretations. Authors analyse their data using inductive reasoning without overstepping the reach of their data in their interpretations.[footnoteRef:36]  [35:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, p. 192]  [36:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, pp. 187-192] 

They used different recruitment strategies to apply small convenience sample by participants in varying ages of people interested in speaking about reincarnation. The research covered an area of South West England. The open-ended interviews were conducted in a friendly environment, with none leading questions.  The authors review similar survey and provide percentage for a period 1947-1997. They briefly analysed the data from the previous surveys.[footnoteRef:37] The study was made by interviews, part of them with adults at the homes of the participants, and part with schoolchildren aged 11, 14-15, and 17-18 respectively. All the subjects participate voluntarily. The authors provide demographic data as gender, age, religious group, membership of religious organisation, occupation, social group.[footnoteRef:38]  [37:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, pp. 187-192]  [38:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, pp. 188-189] 

The unstructured interviews were chosen method by the authors to follow more open with a free-flowing conversational format. The choice of in-depth interviews was aimed at participants with contrasting claims, who have relevant experience, and observations.[footnoteRef:39]  [39:  Lapan, Stephen D., Lynn, Mary, Quartaroli, Marylyn T., Riemer, Frances Julia, (2012), Qualitative Research. An Introduction to Methods and Designs, Chapter 4, Introduction to Qualitative research, Jossey-Bass. A Willey Imprint, p. 69] 

This allowed the data with different perspectives to be collected.  The interview process started with basic questions, but the researchers allowed the interviewees to follow their line of thought and add further data.[footnoteRef:40] The approach followed in the interviews can be marked as  [40:  Bryman, Alan, (2004), Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Chapter 3, The Nature of Qualitative Research, Routledge, pp.46-47] 

phenomenological, as Bryman defined to ‘describe and analyze the culture and behavior of humans and their groups from the point of view of those being studied’.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Bryman, Alan, (2004), Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Chapter 3, The Nature of Qualitative Research, Routledge, p. 46] 




In both papers, the researchers' position relative to the insider/outsider continuum concerning target groups is not clearly stated. Brink is a catholic, but he does not state his own beliefs anywhere in his paper. Similarly, Walter and Waterhouse do not provide clear statements on their positions regarding belief in reincarnation.
In both articles, the piece of self-reflexivity is missing and authors' background, values, assumptions, and potential impact on study not discussed. On the other hand, the authors of Very Private Belief state their perspectives respectively religion and sociology. In contrast, Brink does not give his perspective.  There are ethical issues in both papers from a modern perspective, including of participants aged under 18. In both papers, the authors make some unconfirmed claims that are not related to their studies and contain the Western world's prejudicial component.

6. Concepts 

Both studies are dealing with the concept of reincarnation among westerners, and especially followers of Christianity. 
In Brink's paper, the research question concerns religion, reincarnation, and astrology. The subjects of the study are Roman Catholic girls in school age.[footnoteRef:42] Walter and Waterhouse deal with the concept of reincarnation among a wide range of people living in England.  [42:  Brink, T. L., (1978), Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation, Review of Religious Research, 20, p. 83] 

The authors focus on reincarnation, the different ways people dealing with this concept, and whether belief in reincarnation impacts daily life. Other concepts addressed concerning reincarnation include the New Age, privatized religion, Christianity, secularism, freedom of religious or non-religious belief, world views.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, pp. 187-189, 191-194] 


In both papers, the authors declare some unfound claims. Still, while Walter and Waterhouse avoid making strong generalizations, in exact opposite manner, Brink gives many generalizations, non-confirmed on the data and results by his analysis or other similar data as ‘Simultaneous belief in Roman Catholic doctrine, astrology, and reincarnation is logically incompatible.’[footnoteRef:44] He declares his unreasonable expectations and attitude, and he expresses his surprise at the results. He concludes that the results do not confirm his ‘guiding theories’, briefly mentioned initially, but not developed in any section in his paper.[footnoteRef:45] [44:  Brink, T. L., (1978), Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation, Review of Religious Research, 20, p. 82]  [45:  Brink, T. L., (1978), Inconsistency of Belief among Roman Catholic Girls: Concerning Religion, Astrology, Reincarnation, Review of Religious Research, 20, pp. 82-85] 

Walter and Waterhouse also used words as ‘sect’, and ‘cult’ to refer to people outside the study who might believe in reincarnation.[footnoteRef:46]  [46:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, p. 196] 

In both papers, the authors explore the connection between beliefs in reincarnation and astrology and or New Age culture, Buddhism subjectively and not rely on evidence and include in their interpretations the element of marginalization. 
Brink opposites religious tradition with astrology and reincarnation and shows assumptions about astrology by declaring many generalizations without statistical evidence and rationale based on his research results and only projects his opinions. Similarly, to Brink’s prejudicial assumption to astrology, Walter and Waterhouse give an example of stereotyping New Age culture.[footnoteRef:47] [47:  Walter, T. & Waterhouse, H., (1999), A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England, Sociology of Religion, 60, p. 191] 

From a modern perspective, this writing style reinforces othering and oppression of readers possessing a non-western, non-secular world view.


7. Conclusion 

This paper compared the two papers by analysing and contrasting the researchers' methodology and how valid their choice of methodology was in relation to and remit to their projects. This paper also examined the researcher's position on the insider/outsider continuum concerning their target groups and how this shaped their projects. Further, this paper compared the reviewed literature in the papers in relation to the fieldwork data, relevant literature, and future position of their projects within larger academic frameworks. 
Also, this paper examined and compared the structure of the papers, the ethical consideration, especially in relation to the chosen target groups in both pieces of research, the results, and the conclusions revealed by the authors. Finally, this essay defined, and compared the methodological choice and the concepts revealed during an examination and contrast of the above research articles.
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