Sample Essay 1: 'Dr. Faustus is a morality play without a moral.' Discuss.
This is the introduction to the essay:

	'In forming an answer to this question there are two aspects which must be considered. Firstly we must decide whether Dr. Faustus is a morality play; I will do this by discussing the play’s form, content and subject matter in an attempt to categorise the play. I will also offer an alternative argument by saying that the play is in fact a tragedy. Secondly we must decide whether or not it has a moral; to do this I will consider the tone of certain parts of the play, in particular the Chorus’ speeches as well as the speech of other characters.'


Gives a clear picture of how the student has interpreted the essay question. Appears to have been reworded as ‘In what ways does Dr. Faustus conform to the conventions of the morality play, and how far does it break with them?’. Broken down:

· What is a morality play? 

· Which features of the morality play does Dr. Faustus appear to share/not share? 

· Does Dr. Faustus have a moral in the same way that a conventional morality play might do? 

· In the light of the above discussion, how valid is the statement that Dr. Faustus is a morality play without a moral? 

Sample essay 2: 'Metaphysical poetry values intellect above emotion'. To what extent have you found this to be the case?
This is from the opening section of the essay:

	'The idea of metaphysical conceit is prevalent amongst the poetry, a metaphor which strikes the reader at first as being highly inappropriate and un-obvious, which then needs to be established intellectually by proving the comparison. So successful reading of metaphysical poetry necessitates a temporary separation of feeling from intelligence. This has led to criticism of the metaphysical style, for being inventive purely for its own sake, merely to flatter the intellect of the author, rather than to produce an effective poem. Similarly, the genre seems to have its faults in that it is needlessly obscure, restrained by the intellectual imagery therefore failing to communicate the spontaneous emotion of the poet.

However, the use of intellect does give a certain refinement or respectability, intensifying the meaning of the poem, thereby producing and making possible an even greater sense of emotion through highly complex and intellectual theories. Intellect and emotion are nearly always viewed as separate entities, one concerned with strong instinctive or spontaneous feeling, sensation or passion, the other being the faculty of reasoning, knowing and thinking, quite opposite and distinct from feeling. In this essay, I plan to show that these two factors can, and do work in tandem to produce the effect of metaphysical poetry, and such distinctions are a rather simplistic generalisation of the genre.'


The question has been analysed  thoroughly. It appears to have been rephrased as 'Does the 'intellectual' nature of metaphysical poetry mean that it cannot express emotions?'. Broken down:

·  In what way(s) can metaphysical poetry be seen to value 'intellect' rather than 'emotion'? What are the characteristics of poetry in this genre? Are there any reasons as to why intellect might be placed above emotion ? 

· What effect does the 'intellectual' content of the poetry have on the reader? 

· Can the 'intellectual' approach of metaphysical poetry be seen to heighten its 'emotional' effect, rather than negating it? how? Is the statement quoted in the essay question a valid one?

An example of less effective analysis of the essay question

Sample essay 3: 'Tragedies portray societies which are caught between conflicting value systems.' Discuss with reference to one or more plays.
This is the introduction to the essay:

	'Conflicting value systems are always around, especially where death is involved. So in the tragedies of Everyman, Doctor Faustus and Hamlet there are many conflicts to face. These include personal moral conflicts with individual characters of the plays and also opposing values between the different characters in the play.. Conflicting value systems may even stretch to how the audience interprets the play and the beliefs and culture at the time.'


These are excerpts from the main body of the essay:

	'In Everyman, we can see that the character 'Everyman' faces a moral dilemma as God summons Everyman by offering Death to take him as his own. This creates conflicting value systems. [...] Even the characters have conflicting value systems.'


