Example 3 – Level 8 (PhD)

Introductions and conclusions.

Chapter 2- Review of Literature.

The purpose of this chapter is to explore existing literature and research in relation to this study of the implementation of the Foundation Phase in Wales and its impact on physical literacy. The literature and research discussed in this chapter will set the context for the study and the generation of the research questions as identified in the previous chapter (chapter 1). This chapter demonstrates how the literature across many disciplines is relevant to the study and how previous research relates to the context of the Foundation Phase.  The literature highlighted in this chapter will be referred to in later chapters as discussions around the findings link to previous knowledge in the range of relevant fields. 

Conclusion.

This chapter explored the existing research and literature in relation to this study study of the implementation of the Foundation Phase in Wales and its impact on physical literacy. Due to the complex nature of this research, the literature was drawn from a range of fields relating to amongst others; curriculum change, curriculum change in physical education, physical literacy, motor development, motivation, early years play as well as outdoor education. This review of the literature from a range of fields demonstrated the link from existing knowledge to the generation of the research questions.  This chapter demonstrated the multidisciplinary and complex nature of this study and in so doing highlighted the need for a complex multi-layered research design. The next chapter (chapter 3) will draw from the fields of literature in this chapter and from the field of research methods to outline the methodology and research design for this study.

Chapter 3 –Methodology.

The purpose of this chapter is to outline the methodology for the generation of data required to answer the research questions.  The chapter explores a rationale for the research design drawing from literature in the field of research methodology as well as literature from the range of disciplines highlighted in the previous chapter (chapter 2). It will show how this research design was implemented outlining the range of methods that were used in the research process to generate the data that will be reported in the following chapters.

Conclusion

This chapter outlined the methodology and research design for the generation of data to answer the research questions (as identified in chapter 1). The complex nature of the research design was considered in relation to existing research and literature from the broad range of disciplines discussed in the previous chapter (chapter 2). It considered the rationale for a complimentary mixed methods design, outlining when and how a range of both qualitative and quantitative methods generated data in the two schools in the study. Ethical considerations were highlighted as well the rationale for the selection of schools and participants. The data generated in phase one of the research will be analysed and discussed in relation to literature and existing research outlined in the previous chapter (chapter 2) and this will be reported in the following chapter (chapter 4).

Chapter 4 results (i).

The purpose of this chapter is to report the findings from phase one of the research and in so doing answer research question one which asked ‘What are the main learning outcomes of the Foundation Phase in relation to physical literacy and how are teachers interpreting these?’  In answering research question 1 this chapter draws on data from phase one of the research to identify key features and learning outcomes of the Foundation Phase as interpreted in the schools in the study.  These findings from phase one, as reported in this chapter, were used to analyse the nature of the Foundation Phase and how this new curriculum was being interpreted in two selected schools (as outlined in chapter 3). These phase one findings were used to inform the data generation process for phase two of the research. 
Conclusion

This chapter analysed the nature of the Foundation Phase identifying how as a ‘framework’ there was less prescription and a degree of autonomy for schools and teachers in its implementation. Research question 1 asked ‘What are the main learning outcomes of the Foundation Phase in relation to physical literacy and how are teachers interpreting these?’ In answer to research question 1 this chapter explored the rationale for the new curriculum drawing on data from documentary analysis and interviews and in so doing identified the aim of the Foundation Phase as developing independent, motivated, active learners. Learning outcomes were identified that related to the attributes of physical literacy of motivation, confidence, physical competence and effective interaction with the environment. By determining the underpinning philosophy and aims of the Foundation Phase, as constructed by policy makers, this chapter identified key aspects or features of the curriculum as play-based active learning, focused adult-led sessions, child- initiated learning, and use of the outdoors for learning.  These key features are approaches and experiences that the policy makers specify as integral to the implementation of the Foundation Phase. The identification of these features, as being integral to the Foundation Phase allows this study to uncover the factors that enable teachers to enact policy in the context of the school and in so doing critique the extent to which there is congruence between the original vision of the Foundation Phase and practice in schools, in effect ascertain the fidelity of the implementation. The identification of outcomes enables the assessment of whether the reform has been successful by measuring the impact on pupils’ learning.  The impact of the Foundation Phase on the pupil’s physical literacy in relation to the learning outcomes identified in this chapter will be explored further in chapter 5 (part ii of the results) in order to assess the impact of the Foundation Phase on children’s Physical Literacy.
Chapter 5 (results ii).

The purpose of this chapter is to report findings from phase two of the research and in so doing answer research questions 2 and 4 which ask, ‘to what extent are the outcomes (as identified in phase one) being achieved?’ and ‘how is the development of physical literacy impacting on children’s wider learning across the Foundation Phase curriculum?’ This chapter will also contribute in part to answering research question 3 which asks,’ what processes might be impacting on the achievement of the learning outcomes?’ which will also be addressed in the following chapter (chapter 6). 

Conclusion.

This chapter reported the findings from phase two of the research. The results of the data analysis in phase two identified three key findings: 

1. The Foundation Phase makes a positive contribution to the attributes of physical literacy: motivation, confidence and physical competence, interaction with the environment, sense of self and self confidence, self expression and communication with others, knowledge and understanding.

2. The foundation Phase is an inclusive learning environment for pupils with a range of needs.

3. There is a positive relationship between pupils’ physical competence and pupils’ intellectual development

Research question 2 asked ‘to what extent are the outcomes (as identified in phase one) being achieved?’. This first key finding indicates that the outcomes are being achieved and that they contribute to the development of children’s physical literacy. Research question 4 asks ‘how is the development of physical literacy impacting on children’s wider learning across the Foundation Phase curriculum?’.  The third key finding indicates there is a positive relationship between aspects of physical literacy and pupil’s wider learning. Research question 3 asks ’ what processes might be impacting on the achievement of the learning outcomes?’ and the second key finding indicates that an inclusive learning environment may be part of the process. Analysis of qualitative data throughout the chapter identified aspects of the children’s learning experiences and the climate of the learning environment that resulted in the achievement of the learning outcomes. Data from phase two relating to research question 3 will be analysed further in the next chapter (chapter 6 –results iii), where the focus will be on the findings in relation to the learning environment, and teacher behaviour. 

Chapter 6 (results iii).

This purpose of this chapter is to report findings from phase two of the research that address research question 3. Research question 3 asked  ‘what processes might be impacting on the achievement of the learning outcomes?’. In identifying the processes that have taken place, this chapter will analyse the implementation of the Foundation Phase curriculum in the two schools in the study. Phase one of the research explored what pupil’s were expected to learn in the Foundation Phase and this was reported in chapter 4 of the thesis. Phase two of the research explored whether this was happening, and was reported in chapter 5 of the thesis. Phase two also explored how this was happening and some aspects of this were also reported in chapter 5 in particular in relation to the pupil’s experiences. However the main aspects of how these outcomes were being achieved is analysed and reported in this chapter and in so doing explores the fidelity of the implementation in the two schools. 

Conclusion.

This chapter reported findings from phase two of the research in relation to the processes impacting on the achievement of the learning outcomes. Research question 3 asked ‘what processes might be impacting on the achievement of the learning outcomes?’ This chapter focussed on these processes in terms of the structures, policies and practices of the schools that enabled teachers to implement the Foundation Phase. It analysed the data in relation to the key features of the Foundation Phase identified in phase one of the research (as reported in chapter 4) and used these key features to ascertain that even though there were low levels of prescription in the documentation and guidance, the Foundation Phase was implemented faithfully to the original aims of the policy makers in the two schools in the study. Teachers in the Foundation Phase were part of a wider school ethos that supported children’s independence and valued movement as part of children’s experience of the world. Staff used a variety of autonomy supportive instructional behaviour that created a climate supporting intrinsic motivation and encouraging self-determination. The culture and learning climate of the schools developed children’s physical literacy as the body and movement were a valued and integral part of school life. Autonomy was supported across all aspects of school life developing independent, motivated, active learners, which was identified as the aim of the Foundation in phase one of the research (as reported in chapter 4). Conclusions relating to the achievement of the aims of the Foundation Phase, fidelity of implementation and the main findings of the research study will be discussed further in the following chapter (chapter 7). 
Chapter 7 – Conclusion.

The purpose of this chapter is to draw conclusions from the findings of this research study that sought to explore the interpretation and implementation of the Foundation Phase in Wales in relation to physical literacy. It will also reflect on the research process, identifying strengths and weaknesses in the research design it implementation and identify areas for further research development.
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