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                                     The Professional Practitioner
This briefing paper contains key information for early years practitioners to assist them in their observation of children’s progression throughout the early years, with a particular focus on the child’s participation in the process. The UK Committee for UNICEF (No date) states the convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) will be used to aid practitioners. The UNCRC has a total of 54 articles that set out with children's rights and explains how governments should work together to make them available to all children. 







Article 28 (The Right to Education)
Feikert-Ahalt (2016) states every child has a right to an education and according to the Human Rights Act, the Education Act 1996 enforces legal duty on a parent or guardian in England and Wales to guarantee their child obtains a full-time education between the age of five and sixteen. Feikert-Ahalt (2016) also suggests that the child’s needs should be taken into consideration including their ability, aptitude, and any special needs. Furthermore, Feikert-Ahalt (2016) states that the Act makes it a criminal offence for parents and guardians to withhold children for their education or to take their children out of school without authorisation.
Muendi (2015) emphasises the importance of an education for a child and states it’s not only about the education but it’s about their development. If a child is given their education, they will develop skills in which they will use throughout their lives. Furthermore, Muendi (2015) states that with an education, children are more likely to gain qualification which will enable them to get well paid job in the future. 
Habitat of Humanity (2020) states that it is a child’s right to be educated to enable them to be able to problem solve and develop critical and logical skills that would be limited if they did not have an education. Habitat of Humanity (2020) states as children grow up, they will face multiple challenges, and overcoming these challenges will be smoother if they possess the skills that are developed through their education.  
Law Wales (2016) has a number of legislations in place to safeguard children within their education and at home. The legislations are implemented to ensure each child’s right is met, and they have access to the resources they need to develop and enhance their skills.
Law Wales (2016) states under the Education Reform Act 1988, the national curriculum in Wales must be followed by all schools. The Welsh Government (2014) introduces the national curriculum and offers targets for all subjects at key state 4. The Act ensures all schools in England and Wales teach these subjects so children can receive the ultimate education with diverse learning to allow them to reach their fullest potential for their future. 
The Welsh Government (2014) also ensures children with ALN are supported and offered further help where needed to ensure their rights are met within education. 






Article 3 (Best Interests of the Child)
 “The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that     affect children”.  Unicef (no date).
Information Commissions Office (2020) specifies the best interests of the child include the needs for their safety, wellbeing, health, psychological and emotional development along with their family relationship and freedom of expression.  Furthermore, Information commission’s office (2020) considers the role of the parents or guardian who has the legal responsibility of keeping the child safe and promoting their health and development. Zermatten (2010) states that whenever a decision is made revolving a child or a group of children, the positive and negative impacts must be considered for the child concerned. Next, Zermatten (2010) suggests those involved, have a duty to ensure there a procedure in place to facilitate the child and encourage the decision to be made in the best interests of the child. When making those ultimate decisions, Zermatten (2010) states that the following should be taken into consideration:
· The importance of the child and their opinion 
· The short-long term outcome for the child 
· Their needs and rights are met within the decision 
Taylor (2016) states that over time, the interests of the child have not always been priority in decision making. The UNCRC 1989 states a child’s interest should be ‘primary consideration’.  Taylor (2016) suggests that for adults to take a child’s best interest into consideration, they should impose legislative obligations. Furthermore, The Rights of Children and Young Persons in Wales was brought to light in 2011 and implies Welsh Ministers must take into considerations the points raised by the UNCRC and ensure that any decisions made are based on the welfare of the child. 
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Article 31 (Leisure, Play and Culture) 
IPA (2013) implies leisure, play and culture interlink to form one outcome, which is the child’s wellbeing. These basic needs provide children with self-confidence and enhances their cognitive skills which contribute to their overall learning and development.  IPA (2013) discusses the significance of a child’s participation in leisure, play and culture and suggests practitioners can offer support to children who may not be participating as much as others to ensure they all reach an equal outcome.  

Article 31 states the importance of rest for a child and describes this right as essential for a child. This is supported by the UNCRC (2013) who states children need to rest from education to obtain their optimum health and wellbeing. Moreover, UNCRC (2013) states leisure refers to play that is not within formal education, in other words when children use self-directed play. UNCRC (2013) follows on and discusses play and the role of play within the child’s physical, social, emotional, spiritual and cognitive development. Play is seen as one of the most important parts of a child’s development as it enables them to use their imagination and make decision on their own which will ultimately set them up for life. This is supported by UNCRC (2013) who states practitioners can play a role in enhancing play opportunities by setting up environments with objects that will encourage children to use their mind and play without the direct influence of an adult. The Welsh Government (2015) introduces The foundation Phase which sets out a curriculum aimed at practitioners to aid them in their teaching to give the child the best chance of developing the skills they will need. Lastly, the UNCRC (2013) explains culture develops from a community, and no child should ever be deprived of their culture or the benefits that come with it.  

Holland (2018) states practitioners can introduce culture-based activities for children to engage in and understand, this can be anything from school trips to historical places or museums. In Wales, children have the opportunity to go to the Eisteddfod where they can learn about their own culture and background. Holland (2018) supports this and suggests children can participate in activities in welsh and enhance their bilingualism. 


Article 23 (Children with a Disability)
Children and Young People Commissioner Scotland (2015) recognises if a child is mentally or physically disabled, they should still have the right to enjoy a full life without restrictions where it can be prevented. Children with ALN or a disability must also be given the option to participate in the community. This being said, Children and Young People Commissioner Scotland (2015) states these children are entitled to special care and ensure there are appropriate practitioners in place who have knowledge of the condition to give the child the best possible outcome. Children and Young People Commissioner Scotland (2015) lastly, suggests that for practitioners to achieve the desired outcome, they must ensure they observe the child in question and by doing so, they assess and provide the appropriate support. Furthermore, this allows practitioners to assess the progress of the child and ensure they are taking into consideration the child’s participation in the process. 
Coram (2017) brings the Equality Act 2010 into consideration when it comes to the rights for a child with ALN or a disability. It is stated that practitioners in early years settings should ensure no discrimination occurs. Coram (2017) suggests practitioners should make appropriate adjustments in order facilitate the child’s special requirements. To do this, the practitioner must observe the child and identify the areas that require more support, this allows them to ensure the child will reach their learning outcomes as equally as a child without a disability. This is supported by Coram (2017). 
UK Aid (no date) proposes children with disabilities must not be denied of any general education setting and following on, they should have access to free primary and secondary education. Additionally, UK Aid (no date) discusses the equality within education and states that each child’s right should be acknowledge without discrimination and practitioners should use resources available to maximise the child’s learning outcome and social development. Fisher et al (2018) discusses the multiple methods of development for children with a disability in an early year setting. Fisher (2018) states children should be given the opportunity to use self-directed play as a method of development. This allows the child to set themselves challenges in which they can identify their weaknesses. Fisher (2018) suggests this also gives the practitioner the opportunity to decide where the child needs extra support. 
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