Assignment 2: Soundwalk
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Link to individual contribution - Assignment 2 Materials

Abstract

This project is a soundwalk created using Echoes, written, and produced by Tomos, Brook, and Apollo. It features a smooth yet heavy trance/psytrance track with a strong 4 on the floor club vibe, it also includes stabbing acid leads and repetitive vocal loops which stick in the listener's brain. The inspiration for this project was in the themes of Psychedelic drugs such as LSD, MDMA, Psilocybin and their use, also thinking about how they interact with music and the user and how its experience can be translated into music.

Description of design and creative process 

To communicate throughout this challenge, we had created ourselves a team’s group to send anything in relation to the task. We all went about our own contribution individually however drafts were sent in teams to ask for feedback. Once all our individual contributions were ready, we all sent them in to listen one last time. Once we all agreed on the sound, Apollo mixed and mastered the final track, adding the individual pieces to shape the 10-minute soundwalk.


Description of individual contribution 

For my piece, I wanted to visualise the anxiety that could be experienced through psychedelia using sounds. I began with sampling some heartbeats, creepy robotic voices containing psychedelic themes and recording my own breathing. I synced the heartbeat to 60BPM to begin so that it would sync with the four on the floor drum beat that I laid on top. This tempo was fluctuated throughout the piece with increases and decreases in heart rate portraying the anxiety felt by the user. I also added some offbeat percussion to glue the pieces together as well as some interesting synths. Additionally, I had manipulated a sample of children laughing using Cecilia to expand on the nightmarish and uneasy tones throughout this piece. There are also parts in the track where the heartbeat is removed to keep the piece fresh and varied throughout. It also sometimes puts the emphasise on other sound sources such as the breathing.



