
Proposal Research



My proposal was on the topic of Grief and how using 
Guidebooks can help children understand grief. More 
specifically how illustrations can be more helpful by 
offering children conversation prompts and a creative 

outlet.

What I did for my Proposal:

I used the Proposal to look into how images, metaphors 
and colours can all be beneficial in creating images 

appropriate for children going through a bereavement, this 
massively helped my Independent Project!



Guideline
Proposal

Think of the Proposal as researching into what you want to work on in 3rd Year. Use this 
to get ready for 3rd Year and use it to inform your work, how you create pieces, use the 

research to your advantage! What artists do you like, what are the strong/weak things 
about their work? How would you tailor your work to fit what you want to do!

• What do you want to do?
• Where do you see your work? 

Is there a gap in the market 
relating to your work?



Guideline
Independent Project

Not worth thinking too much about for now as you need the Proposal first, but still 
really important to consider! Whatever you do for your Proposal will “propose” what 
you plan to do for your Independent Project! Your work will need to be substantial 

enough to create your Independent Project which consists of:

• Extended Essay (5000 words)
• Practice Based Project (20 credits worth, 

think of how much work you created for 
Narrative Illustration/ Penguin)



My Advice:
Do something you’re passionate about! 
Whether it’s an experience you’ve had or a 
place you’ve visited, having a personal 
connection to your work will help motivate 
you! Whatever you do for the Proposal, 

you’ll end up doing something similar for 
your Independent Project and Graduate 
Portfolio, so make sure you’re happy 

with it!



How it linked to my Independent Project:
My initial Work for my Proposal



How it linked to my Independent Project:
My Independent Project (Extended Essay) Work



My Current Work



How did I start my Research?
• Look at what work you want to do first!
• Do you have any personal experiences or 

something that you’re passionate about? 
Can you make that into a project?

• What artists/illustrators do you admire? 
What sort of work do they produce?







How do I start research for Essays?
References first

OR
Writing First

Start finding quotes in books/journals/articles that you think will 
work well in your Proposal. Build your writing around this!

Start writing about your Proposal, what do you intend to do? Find references 
afterwards that support what you’re saying!

Remember Ping Pong! You want your essay to play “ping pong” from quotations 
to writing so you’re backing up what you say with academic research!

My personal preference 



Research Tools






