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Statius was a 1st century poet from Naples who lived from c. 45 – c. 96 AD (White and Kennedy, 1942). In his short life he composed a number of poems on mythology from the Oedipus trilogy to Aeneas. Much about his life is largely unknown but what we do have about him comes from a mention by the satirist Juvenal and one of Statius’ own poetry books, the Silvae (White and Kennedy, 1942). We know that from an early age he was victorious in a number of poetic contests around Naples and then later around the Italian peninsular (Howatson, 2011). He moved to Rome sometime after his father’s death, roughly 90 AD (Howatson, 2011). While their he made loads of connections with the elite and wealthy was often a patron to many of them. He then moved back to Naples, but still kept up with his patrons until his death in c.96 AD (White and Kennedy, 1942).
His main Latin works that have survived to the present and that were aware of include:
· The Thebaid: written sometime from c.80 – c. 92 AD. The Thebaid is an epic in twelve books on the myth of the ‘Seven Against Thebes’ (the story of the battle between the sons of Oedipus for the throne of Thebes) (Dominik, 2015).
· The Silvae: written sometime from c.89-c. 96 AD. The Silvae is a collection of occasional poetry written in hexameters, hendecasyllables, and lyric meters, it also talks about Sylvae’s life (Dominik, 2015).
· The Achilleid: Which Statius began writing in c. 94 AD, is an unfinished epic based on Virgil’s Aeneid and follows the story of Aeneas from his escape from Troy to the founding of Alba Longa (Dominik, 2015).
His legacy and his most notable credit is his appearance as a guide to Dante through the Purgatory section of Dante's ‘The Divine Comedy’ (White and Kennedy, 1942).
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