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This dissertation will explore the concept of Male Gaze, specifically in relation to the contemporary fashion, and how designers are influenced by it. When considering Feminism, as the theory is an important underpinning of the elements around the Male Gaze, theories to research in depth, such as Laura Mulvey’s (1999) Visual Pleasure in Narrative Cinema introduces the main features of the male gaze. Main theorists around these concepts include the feminist perspective of Mulvey (1999), Gina Miller (2017) and the interpretations of John Berger (2008). These ideas will be evaluated in relation to fashion designers, considering the influence this has had upon them. These include Alexander McQueen, Vivienne Westwood and Tom Ford. This will allow for a perspective towards their design work focussing on how the women presenting themselves act and look differently to men. This shows the impact of the male gaze that the media is creating. 
 










Keyword 1 - Male Gaze 
The Male Gaze is a theory first founded by Laura Mulvey in her work Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema (1999). Mulvey defines her topic in depth with regards to narrative cinema and the single viewpoint of the camera, which objectifies the person from the lens to the screen. Though the subject of objectification could be either male or female, from her perspective 
“The role of a female is for the sexual objectification of a male spectator”. 
(Miller, 2017). 
Thus for Mulvey, the female is portrayed as the sexual object while the man is shown as the spectator. Mulvey brings her point across by saying the male always has the dominant part of the watcher. She gives examples of. 
Therefore, the male gaze is a theory that refers to the notion that women are objects of visual pleasure. According to Gina Miller, “Sexual objectification means looking at the person as an object merely for sexual pleasure and as an object for use”
 (Miller, 2017). 
This suggests the male gaze is a pleasure to male eyes towards women. It’s depicted as an object for the reason that woman feel that they are being looked at as a sexual object. 
The sexual and visual objectification has an erotic impact.  
“Women display as sexual object is the lei-motif of erotic spectacle: from pin-ups to strips –tease” 
(Mulvey, 1999, p837.) 
This has impact on feminism. Opinion are strong from the point of view as they are being seen more objectification to male eyes in the male gaze perspective, so they feel more be looked as a sexual pleasure ideal. What erotic means in a feminism point of view is showing off an empowerment of the impact that they have of themselves 
Mulvey uses Sigmund Freud her in her research by as Freud looks into male gaze in complex way by looking to the needs of men and them being castration by women. 
“Female form displayed for his enjoyment (connoting male phantasy)”.  
(Mulvey, 1999, p839) 
To Laura Mulvey theory of male gaze in this quote its exploring depth of the female by their sexual deployment of themselves in a manor to suite the men’s needs and desires as to be a phantasy.  

The discussion in the context proposal will be talking about the influence on theorists and their thoughts and opinion on the topic on male gaze. Laura Mulvey and Sigmund Freud will be looked upon to have deep relation and research on male gaze. 
The key thinker’s in this proposal are, Laura Mulvey and Sigmund Freud. The philosophy behind the research towards phallocentrism that relate to the male gaze. This will go into depth to male gaze that it will show the real meaning on men to the behaviour. As they look at women in a sexual desire as a fantasy. The way Sigmund Freud see it that the men want to feel the masculinity of themselves and not been own by a woman owning their manhood.  
(Miller, 2017)  
In this context towards to the proposal in research, Mulvey looks into the ‘male gaze’ in perspective. Laura Mulvey looks in depth in the ‘male gaze’ by studying the film and narrative cinema to a visual pleasure. Mulvey looks into visual pleasure context to a cinema reading for the reason. Is that the male character role in the narrative role shows he is the most dominated part as by the woman is always been the timid and vulnerable role, and Laura Mulvey explore on why they both have a different behaviours in the narrative. 
“The image of woman as (passive) raw material for the active gaze of man takes the argument a step further into the structure of representation.” 
(Mulvey, 1999, p843)  
By the quote Mulvey is pin points this argument across by passive to the female role by the being ‘passive’. 
Laura Mulvey makes this an issue on the female role, due to the role, as it’s showing the female is weak, vulnerable and easy to be gaze as an object to the male eyes in a pleasure or fantasy way. On what Mulvey is making her point across towards the male role is ‘active’ to be behave that way. The male is idolising to be the strong, hard and dominated, to show off their behaviour to the women. 
 
Keyword 2 - Feminism 
In definition towards etymology the studies of words in terms into feminism was noted first in 1851 (Harper, 2018), feminism was know to be the quality of women. In 1895 (Harper, 2018), was defining to be known more to be an understanding to the activism for the women’s rights. In modern terms to defining feminism the 21st centaury. Theorist Angela McRobbie has research into four waves feminism the area of male gaze in a social media context. McRobbie
The meaning of feminism had been challenging in a large continues period of time for their rights. As this section of the proposal is going to talk about feminism and Feminism theory on how it will relate towards on Male Gaze and to fashion. 
The article A brief history of men moaning about women’s clothes’ shows behind inform on how do women dress to satisfy the male gaze. 
“Criticise her love of clothes. Suggest that her well cut dress means she must be vipid, that she naively chooses aesthetics over “adored” young men and the really experience they can offer.”  
(Rosaland Jana, 2016, refinery29)  
This quote shows the point that feminism implies that men, creative present the female body to be sexy in certain clothes that women wear towards the male. How this section is relates to the male gaze to feminism, is how the men to be known as the phallic. The definition on the word phallic is the image of the “penis” from Greek is know as phallos
“The split aesthetic creates the image of the sexy clothed body, an image of phallic female power” 
(Young, 2005, p67”)  
The quote has an impact to the female body by applying an aesthetic that creates the phallic, meaning the ‘man’ wants to show off the female body as sexy in a specific look on how they are dressed. A feminism point of view the action a upon what the female wears to look a certain way but not always to please the phallic but they do it for a female power, so they have controlled of their bodies. 
In definition towards female power represents the women 
“Feminist perspective on power, as those perspective must first be reconstructed from discussion of other topic. Nevertheless, it is impossible to identify three main ways in which feminists, have conceptualized power” 
(Stanford Encylopedia, Feminist Perspective on Power, 2005)  

The begging towards this quote is explaining how the female is talking about herself in context. The way the person is talk about how she is dressed to seek to discover her ways of 
“It’s all there, I guess; at least I cannot deny it: In clothes I seek to find from myself into a bewitching object that will capture his desire and identity” 
(Young, 2005, p67”) 

It is talking about the meaning of the exploration on female embodiment that is been socialising to others. In the perspective on feminism, they see a social gaze that has overlapping points with male gaze. It is setting the essay that the woman is expressing the body in a discussion towards the public. 
“These essays as one set of overlapping inquiries about social meaning of female embodiment, in conversation with others.”  
(Young, 2005, p67) 
Through out this quote is expressing the social meaning towards on the female is challenging to others as in the male gaze view to an objectification. The overlapping conversation has a link together as a discussion with male gaze and feminism about the women is embodiment to others but towards the men. 

The discussion looks into the desire perspective across on women to the image of themselves that have an effect on the males gaze by their image of desire and looking at the objectification to be sexy.  
“We women sometimes respond to this image with desire, the desire to be that sexy women” 
(Young, 2005, p67”) 
This quote is showing the meaning behind the feminism point of view that the desire of a sexy woman is pin pointing the objectification that the male gaze is grabbing the action on the desire towards feminism. Then feminism is seeing the betrayal of the desires that the men want to see a sexy woman. 


Keyword 3 - Fashion  
Fashion has a massive effect towards on both materials towards on feminism and the males gaze. The definiftion on fashion 
Fashion is a form of style to fits person’s personality on what they wear. In the research to this discussion on fashion is showing an idea on the topic and meaning behind the impact that it has on the male gaze. In the conversation on the topic to fashion is a my practice work as I can relate to the argument  
“Of fashion is the visible creative of people, which can enhance the physicality beauty of someone. Through, our trend fashion, which follows the tradition and culture of country since the ancient time, but India is also a big supporter of new fashion technology and trend of glamorous world” (http://www.teachingbanyan.com/essay/fashion/) 
Fashion relates towards the other key words in this quote that has the same impact but also the main focus in the proposal.  
The quote has an impact to fashion by them relating the key words, feminism and male gaze. The male gaze over looks towards them as objectification, in an element of a feminist is empowering fashion is used as weapon.
 “Fashion is a feminist tool.”   
This quote is challenging the both side on fashion and feminism as it’s applying to a feminist that they are using a particular style of fashion to behave differently around in a society. What the male gaze assume that feminists is using fashion as a tool that they are performing with the clothes that they wear.
The quote has an influence on fashion that has a strong support on the key words that relate on male gaze and feminism. It’s analysing to explain the empowerment of the female body and their sexuality to over come the male gaze that they are not an objectification, having their own right as a feminist. 
“Empowered women to own their bodies and to be proud of their sexuality” 
This quote expressive the empower of the female body and their sexuality by as in the fashion side they have pin pointed on how the female is dress in a certain way. How the two keywords, feminism and the male gaze effect on this statement that is idealising the fact of the women embrace the sexuality depending on their type of fashion as the women are empowering of their own bodies.   
This has an impression towards on the quote is talking about the mechanism of the device which men think they can define the perfect female body. Which has affect toward feminism on how the men defining the female body. Feminists can relate towards this argument because the men are using a mechanism to define the female body.
 “Mechanism through which men can define the female body”   
(https://thetab.com/uk/cambridge/2015/05/24/feminism-fashion-dress-49319)



The quote has an impact to the idea of the gaze on the male or female on how they interpretive it in context towards to a fashioned body.
“The idea of the gaze – whether male gaze or female – has proved incredibly fruitful in making sense of the fashioned body”  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The quote is explaining that anyone gender in making sexes toward fashioned body. 
(https://thetab.com/uk/cambridge/2015/05/24/feminism-fashion-dress-49319)


 
















Bibliography 

Journals 
Miller, G. ‘The Consequences of the Male Gaze and Sexual Objectification’ Rhetorical Theories and Professional Communication  
Mulvey, Laura. “Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema. “Film Theory and Criticism: Introductory Readings. Eds. Leo Braudy and Marshall Cohen. New York: Oxford UP, 1999: 833-44

Books   
Berger, J (2008) Ways of Seeing 
Young, I M – (2005) On the female Body Experience “Throwing like a girl and other essays”  
Mulvey, L (1992) The Sexual Subject a Screen Reader in Sexuality, Routledge 
Parker, R and Pollock, G – (1987) Framing art and the women’s movement 1970 – 1985 Feminism
Kern, K (1996) Eyes of love The Gaze in English and French Painting and Novels 1840-1900







Websites 
https://ginacalnan.pbworks.com/f/themalegaze.pdf 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2928465?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17400309.2017.1377937 
https://issuu.com/hayzdanger/docs/final_dissertation). 
http://www.dazeddigital.com/artsandculture/article/34166/1/why-we-still-need-ways-of-seeing-john-berger 

http://www.thesaint-online.com/2018/02/the-male-gaze-in-fashion http://www.thegryphon.co.uk/2016/02/23/fashion-and-the-male-gaze/  
http://announcements.arts.ac.uk/files/2017/03/CFP-Revisiting-the-Gaze-2017-ilovepdf-compressed.pdf 

https://www.vogue.com/article/designers-tory-burch-victoria-beckham-on-future-of-fashion-womens-rights-feminism 
http://www.vogue.co.uk/article/suzy-menkes-jil-sander-fashions-first-feminist 


https://www.etymonline.com/word/feminism Harper, 2018 (
https://thetab.com/uk/cambridge/2015/05/24/feminism-fashion-dress-49319 (Accessed: 20 May 18)
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/defintion/malegaze  (Accessed: 
https://www.refinery29.uk/womens-fashion-male-gaze-judgment-essay (Accessed: 18 March 18)


