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This essay explores an imagined music festival called ‘Festival of Era’s’ which will be held in the binoculars building in Los Angeles. The five music artists which will be headlining at this festival will be Lana Del Rey, Lady Gaga, Eminem, Chase and status and Calvin Harris. I will be exploring these 5 artists and where they fit in the ‘post-modernist and modernist’ category even though they are current artists in today’s world, I will do this by exploring some of the theories and backgrounds. 
Firstly, I would like to talk about the location of my concert. The ‘Binoculars building also known as the Chiat/Day Building, was built in 2001, and had the pleasure of hosting larger-than-life artwork by Claes Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen. The postmodern movement granted designers permission to draw inspiration from a mixture of genres and eras, affecting the variation of modern skylines. The leaders of the postmodern era persuaded the architects to take a different approach from traditional looks and experiment with what a structure could become, which serves as inspiration for many artistic expressions today. This building is a key benchmark for post modernism and is the perfect location for the concert as the artists performing are mostly influenced by post modernism. 
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Binoculars Building in Los Angeles, California. Photo by Witold Skrypczak/Lonely Planet Images Collection/Getty Images.

I will start of talking about post modernism and what it means within the music industry. The most known version of what post modernism means was provided by a French philosopher Jean- Francois Lyotard (Gloag, K., 2012.) Post modernism in Lyotard’s eyes is described as stories told about others, how we see a certain group of people of that era and the stories told by them (Gloag, K., 2012.) Musicians who create in the postmodern style often draw style and inspiration from a wide variety of aspects from that era (Farrer, A., 2021.) The first artist performing at the concert is Lana Del Rey. She is an American singer and songwriter who has been singing since the age of 18, Del Rey came to rise of her career during the release of her song ‘Video Games’, since then she has produced three albums which one of them was 3rd fastest selling album of 2012. She often describes herself as a gangster version of Nancy Sinatra, due to her style of music often associated with artists such as Elvis Presley and Amy winehouse to name a couple, as well as poetry and film noir which occurred in Hollywood crime dramas in the 40s and 50s. She bases her art of music on the American influence era which includes 20th century cars made by American manufacturers.  Another example is world war 2 pin up girl and juke box theme. She fits in the Post-Modernist artist category as she is heavily influenced by the 40s and 50s era and the stories that we heard from the people of that time.
[image: Lana Del Rey - Coca Cola/ Video Games - YouTube]
Grant, E. (2015) Coca Cola/ Video Games. Available at lana del rey 50s - Google Search


Associated with postmodern and poststructuralist theory, Jean Baudrillard (1929–2007) is difficult to situate in relation to traditional and contemporary philosophy. His work involves philosophy, social theory, and an unusual cultural theory of knowledge that reflects on key events and phenomena of the era (Kellner, D.) Baudrillard has been a challenger of life of signs and impact of technology on social life, and who has criticized some of the major modes of modern thought (Kellner, D.) He believes we cannot separate image from reality, by this he means that the way the message is portrayed by the media becomes more important than the message itself a term called hyperreality. Applying this theory to the second artist at my festival ‘Lady Gaga’. Lady Gaga is a stage name created for her image, she is rarely addressed by her first name. She keeps her personal life away from the media, as they are gazed away by her outrages stunts and fashion such as wearing meat dress. When talked about her, we tend to focus on her fashion rather than personal life in comparison to other celebrities. By creating a hyper-real version of herself with outrageous fashion gaga can keep control of her personal life. Similarly, to Lana Del Rey, Lady Gaga shows of the 50’s culture in her music video telephone where she challenges the ‘perfect housewife’ portrayal in 50’s pop culture, by using wonder bread and miracle whip as their artistic devises. This is called bricolage which was developed by Levi-Strauss. The definition of bricolage is a text constructed from another text; in other words, you borrow things from different texts to form something new. This is exactly what she has done, borrowed a concept from the 50s of perfect housewives and created the opposite look of not so perfect of a housewife, a modern look. Intertextuality is a similar concept in where you take texts meaning and create an inside joke out of it which you can experience if you previously viewed the text that is being referenced. An example of intertextual reference in that music video is that there is a Tarantino reference which comes when Gaga and Beyonce show off their “Pussy Wagon” car that was used on Kill Bill Vol. 1. Both concepts are used by theorists to define postmodernism however they also cross over other postmodern theories such as parody.
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[image: When I'm Gone" by Eminem | Music Video | MTV Africa]On the contrary, modernism is a term that is described as remarkable moments in our history that marks specific cultural crisis of the early twentieth century (Schleifer, R., 2011). That crisis was the need by many artists to create a sound/genre that would talk about human life and social value (Schleifer, R., 2011). Modernist period was found to be around since 1880s to mid-1940’s, and during these times there have been different characteristics of modernism (Patrick, J., 2017.) Individualism in literature is considered as how an individual is adapted to the changing world, in some cases the individual overcomes these problems over the struggle (Patrick, J., 2017). My other performer is Eminem, he is a well-known American rapper with millions of record sales. The reason for his major success in music is due to individualism. Eminem is best known for his poetic story telling about his life struggles, and how he overcomes them however, he was not the first person to think of this type of sound. Rap originally came from African “Griots” who where village story tellers who play basic instruments telling stories of their family lives or social events (Mize, C., 2014). The traditional music carried on over after forced slavery and it was a way for the people to cope with tremendous amount of pain & heartbreak (Mize, C., 2014). Eminem’s style matches the griots traditional music as he also shares his pain from his life of marriage break, not being able to see his daughter and even drug addiction.
[image: Eminem - Mockingbird Lyrics Meaning - Laviasco]


Eminem When I’m gone video, talking about his kids, marriage problems and fame problems in a class with other people with problems.
Eminem Mockingbird video, watching videos of his kids alone in the dark.





Just as individualism, experimentation is also one of theories of modernism, it mainly consists of letting go of traditional old forms and techniques and create something free and new while also creating a collage of styles (Patrick, J., 2017). The next trio performing at this festival are Chase & Status, drum and bass performers. Drum and bass has been alive since the early 90’s which was a blend of multiple genres and put together such as Reggae, hip-hop, acid house, Detroit Techno and many more (Jenkins, D., 2020). Chase and Status are one of the most popular drum and bass performers in the world selling records and shows all over the world to bring people together by enjoying a blend of new styles such as reggae, house and soul. Although, Experimentation is a theory used in literacy it is linkable to music as well. 


Moving on to my last performer, a well know house DJ, Calvin Harris creates music which forms underneath the modernist view. The Bauhaus movement created by Walter Gropius was a art movement specified by its unique approach to architecture and Design in 1919 (Richman-Abdou, K., 2020). The main point of this movement was to bring many designers and artists together to share their love and views of their artwork with others and to inspire others for the future. House music has been an influential genre of dance music that has become loved worldwide (PQ, R., 2019). House music has influenced many other genres such as pop, hip hop, and other modern music, to this day the impact of house proceeds to rise to inspire fans and artists (PQ, R., 2019). House formed in 70s after some people abolished Disco music and have created an underground sound of house mainly played in LQBTQ, African American and Latino clubs (PQ, R., 2019). Calvin Harris’s music brings people together from all cultures to enjoy music just as the Bauhaus movement as it was created to bring all types of artists together into one place.
[image: ][image: Calvin Harris' 'Giant' was the UK's most played song in 2019 : Dancing  Astronaut]


Paradise Garage Nightclub in New York

Calvin Harris Concert Summertime Ball 2019
Paradise Garage Nightclub in New York


Finally, my reason for creating this festival is for people to enjoy music of the modernist and post-modernist evolution and experience how these two theories are being played into todays world by these artists. The reason for the location and venue of the festival is that it shows of the post modernity and beautifulness of that age.  Added to this, the choice behind the name of the festival is that the artist play a part in either modernist or post-modernist era and reflect that in their music.
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+  Inspired by the Warhol's exploration of mass consumer culture and advertising
through his Campbell's soup studies, Gaga and Akerlund challenge the gender
stereotype of the "perfect housewife" portrayed heavily in 1950s pop culture,
using Wonder Bread and Miracle Whip as their artistic devices.
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