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Questions To Consider Regarding Derek 
Freeman’s Attack on Margaret Mead 

 

Was Freeman’s account of his excoriation at the AAA in 1983 

really indicative of scientific dogma, of anthropologists clinging 

onto a paradigm that was no longer tenable? 

 

Are ethnographic texts of a kind suited to refutation?  

 

Are there problems with the way Freeman represents the 

history of American anthropology? 

 -Is it valid to oppose Boas to Davenport, Anthropology to 

Eugenics, without proper consideration of the role of ideology? 

 -Is is valid to represent a ‘Boasian paradigm’ as 

exclusively one of ‘absolute cultural determinism’? 

 -Is it valid to monolithically represent American 

anthropology and anthropologists as all committed to the same 

paradigm? 

 -How convincing is it to critique an ethnography from 

1926 in order to advance a thesis about the (poor) state of 

contemporary American anthropology? 


