
What can the objects and materials that people use and discard tell us about society, culture and people's relationship with the environment?
There has been a lot of attention placed on the destruction of monuments and historical sites. Notably in Syria ISIS has destroyed a number of heritage sites due to a desire to shape the local political landscape that many of these sites represent.
This could be compared with the Iconoclast movement of the French revolution where statues and art works were targeted by the mob. In modern times the removal of confederate statues echoes changes of current political ideologies.
The question to be asked is why are monuments destroyed? What motivates people to destroy or remove artefacts that once were considered valuable and important? What is it about these objects? Is it an assumed agency, a reminder of a history that challenges the new truth? Why and how do these objects hold such power? Monuments and historical sites are imbued with a sense agency. Enchanted with ideologies and power. At times of political change new ideologies require their removal, destruction, and replacement with new symbols.
In Syria there are several notable sites that were some of the better preserved and invaluable for the snapshot they gave into the history of the region. The list is too long to go over each and every thing lost, so we will focus on several sites and analyse one in depth. Mar Eliem was a Christian monastery dedicated to a 4th century saint and a notable site for pilgrimages, it was reported that Isis used bulldozers to topple its ancient walls. Palmyra was a thriving city east of Damascus located on the silk road it was a wealthy metropolis reaching its apex in the 3rd century under the reign of Queen Zenobia who also led a rebellion against Rome, the city housed several sites some nearly two millennia old such as the Temple of Baalshamin which Isis rigged with explosives. Apamea was a Roman-era trade city and satellite images show large trenches dug across the site and it is assumed that it is one of the sites that they used to acquire artefacts that are then sold into the hands of private collectors to fund themselves. They have destroyed these sites for their political and religious beliefs with the idea that this destruction erases the past they cannot rectify with the present. There is a power to monuments, a sort of animism to them that makes stone and clay become the face of a religion, a political idea or even an uncomfortable past. 
According to Alfred Gell, objects are imbued with agency and power through what he describes as a technology of enchantment. Statues have long been a way for people in power to cement their world view or mark a victory. In America many of the southern states put up the statues of Confederate generals during the height of the civil rights movement. It is still a very recent event when many of those statues were pulled down and many took to the streets to protest the injustice that is still happening. 
During the French Revolution, the new republic needed to cement their victory by changing the physical landscape as much as the political one. Which spawned an Iconoclast movement which at the time was supported by many of the citizens and some with positions in the government at the time and was used to erase Numerous monuments, religious works, and other historically significant pieces were destroyed to eradicate any memory of the Old Regime. 

The history of art and statues is an odd one in many ways, for so many a statute can mean a number of things. A testament to a past best left forgotten, an example of power being abused or just something to look at in a musem or park. There is a life to them even if we are the ones enchanting them with such.
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