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MODULE CODE: SICH4005

TITLE: Philology
DATED: 04/07/2019
LEVEL: 4
CREDITS: 20

JACS CODE: T100
AIM(S)

To study the texts of An Overview of Philology and An Annotation of Shuowen Jiezi,
and to understand the origins and evolution of Chinese characters, and grasp six
principles of character construction.

To systematically engage with 540 radical sections of Shuowen Jiezi.

To identify and reflect on the relationship among forms, sounds and structured
meanings of the characters, and the rationale behind them with the help of marks and
annotation of 540 radical sections and the rationale behind them.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the
ability to:

to encourage students to engage with 540 Shuowen radical sections, the structure of
the characters and the rationale behind them;

exhibit knowledge and understanding of the origins and evolution of Chinese
characters and six principles of character construction;

analyse the structure of the characters and the relationship among forms, sounds
and structured meanings of the characters, identify the primitive forms of Chinese
characters and write the small seal scripts;

understand the philology of ancient Chinese characters and classical texts.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

This module will introduce the range of skills necessary for students to engage in 540
Shuowen radical sections, the structure of the characters and the rationale behind them. The
methods and approaches will be tailored to the specific requirements of the particular
programme of study but will in general cover some of the following:

The origins and evolution of Chinese characters and six principles of character
construction;

540 Shuowen radical sections, the structure of the characters and the rationale
behind them;

Practical illustration of the relationship among forms, sounds and structured
meanings of the characters, and their annotation;

Methodology of marks and annotation of 540 radical sections and individual practice
of it.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. Tutorials and
seminars will introduce practical examples which will be used to support the application,
discussion, and critical evaluation of techniques learned. Case studies will also be used to
develop understanding and application of the techniques.



Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with
appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and
seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks).

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

Activity type Hours Percentage

Scheduled learning 40 20%

Independent learning 160 80%

Placement learning

TOTAL 200 100%
ASSESSMENT:

Assessment Component 1 — 30% Presentation - 15 minutes - ENG
Make a presentation on the An Annotation of Shuowen Jiezi.

Assessment Component 2 — 70% Essay (2500 words) CHI
Exemplar
Produce a textual commentary on a given Classical Chinese text (in Chinese).

Assessment Summary

Activity type Percentage
Written exam

Coursework 70%
Practical 30%
TOTAL 100%

EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

Yes

No

Although primarily concerned with developing language skills, the implicit focus here on
‘the knowledge and concepts’, the philosophies, contained within ‘traditional Chinese
language’ texts, relates to issues of sustainability in terms of the awareness of ‘ancient
wisdom’

More generally the module meets 2 of UNESCO Five Essential Pedagogic Approaches:
Critical and creative Thinking, and Systematic Thinking.

Does the module contribute to ESD?
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