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Professional Observation Report                 
Introduction
As a trainee teacher, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to observe numerous lessons in the city where I live. This practice is not only actively encouraged, but I have also found most of the teachers at the college to be extremely welcoming and eager to have me observe their classes which I did not experience in my home country, Egypt, where most teachers generally prefer not to be observed. This opportunity is invaluable for my development as a trainee teacher.
To date, I have observed four ESOL teachers in person, teaching at levels ranging from Entry Levels to Level 2, and one online Arabic class. Notably, many of the teaching strategies employed by these five instructors were similar. As a result, I focused on highlighting the most significant points from each observation. While I took detailed notes during the lessons, I selectively commented on the key insights to adhere to the assignment's word limit. The following reflection synthesizes my key observations, what I learned, and actionable strategies that I can apply to improve my teaching practice in the future.
Professional Observation Reflection 1
Observation Details
Date: 30th January 2025
Lesson Topic: Grammar: First and Second Conditional Clauses
Duration: 90 minutes
Levels: ESOL Level One - Intermediate
Teacher: A
This was the first in-person lesson I observed in the UK, where the educational environment was entirely new to me. This observation session provided me with valuable insights into effective teaching practices and student engagement strategies. The lesson was well-structured, and interactive, and incorporated multiple pedagogical techniques to facilitate the teaching and learning process.



My Key Observations and Learnings
1.  Warm Greetings and Introduction
The teacher's warm greeting set a positive tone for the students. In addition, by introducing me in detail, she fostered a welcoming atmosphere for me as well. I would like to highlight that the host teacher was exceptionally generous, offering me breakfast and coffee before the start of the class. This approach reinforced the importance of building rapport with both students and colleagues from the outset, a practice I can integrate into my teaching to create a supportive learning environment in the future. According to Cornelius-White (2007), positive teacher-student relationships have been shown to enhance student motivation and engagement.
2.  Visual Support for Vocabulary
The teacher showed the meanings of some new words on Google Images. Using pictures or images, whether through Google Images or other methods, to visually explain new words is an excellent way to enhance comprehension. Incorporating visual aids is an effective strategy for clarifying abstract concepts. I plan to integrate visual aids and technology to support vocabulary and grammar instruction, thereby improving comprehension and retention. I also aim to implement this approach more frequently in my classroom. According to Mayer (2009), visual learning tools significantly enhance retention and understanding.
3. Individual Participation
The teacher ensured that each student took part in the discussion and completed the exercises by calling on them individually, promoting inclusivity. Encouraging all students to participate helps develop their confidence and sense of responsibility in learning. I plan to increase student engagement by allowing everyone to contribute while promoting inclusivity and accountability. Inclusive teaching practices are essential for creating fair and supportive learning environments (Florian & Black-Hawkins, 2011).
4. Closing Activity
Ending the lesson with a short video was a new teaching method for me. It visually summarized the lesson and kept students engaged. A strong lesson ending helps students understand key concepts and ideas clearly. I plan to use videos to review content and support students’ learning. Summarizing and reflecting at the end of a lesson improves memory and understanding (Marzano, 2007).
Professional Observation Reflection 2
Observation Details
Date: 30th January 2025
Lesson Topic: Role-Play Practice – Different Situations (Train Stations and Cinemas)
Duration: 60 minutes
Levels: ESOL Entry 1 – Beginner
Teacher: B
At the beginning of my visit to the college, I requested that the headteacher arrange six hours of teaching observations across all Entry levels, from Entry 1 to Entry 3. Unfortunately, they were unable to accommodate this request. I made this request because I am particularly interested in teaching beginner-level English learners. I believe this would be highly beneficial for non-native English speakers, especially those who share my cultural and linguistic background. They often face similar challenges when starting to learn English as a second language, and I strongly believe they would benefit from having a teacher who shares their cultural and linguistic background.
My Key Observations and Learnings
1. Role-Play Practice
Using role-playing for real-life situations, such as booking tickets at train stations, airports, or cinemas, helped students practice their language skills in practical situations. This method strengthens their understanding of polite question forms and increases their confidence in using the language naturally (Brookfield, 2017). I plan to include more role-play activities in my classroom to give students chances to practice language in real-life settings.
2. Classroom Environment
This classroom was different from the others in the school. It was very spacious and had all the educational resources needed for both the teacher and students. Another teacher, whose class I observed later, mentioned that they wished they could teach in this room. The large and well-maintained space created a positive learning environment. Wiggins & McTighe (2005) state that classroom design is important for supporting learning, as an organized space helps manage the learning process effectively. I will keep my teaching materials and workspace well-organized. In the future, I will also ensure that all necessary educational resources are available in my classroom. Additionally, I will recommend to the school management that they provide spacious classrooms for all teachers.
3. Monitoring Pair Work & Group Work
The teacher was regularly watching her students during activities, whether they were working in pairs or groups, to make sure they stayed engaged and made progress. This shows a strong commitment to teaching. Hattie (2012) states that the teacher's active monitoring helped students stay focused and allowed for immediate feedback. In the future, I will closely monitor group and pair work to give quick feedback and keep students on track. 
Professional Observation Reflection 3
Observation Details
Date: 30th January 2025
Lesson Topic: Grammar: Active and Passive Voice
Duration: 90 minutes
Levels: ESOL Level 2 – Upper-Intermediate
Teacher: C
The teacher showed professionalism by greeting me warmly as a visitor and introducing me to the students in a respectful manner. This helped create a positive and inclusive atmosphere for the lesson. I feel fortunate to have observed this teacher because she changed the way I think about effective teaching methods. She used various ways to share information and ideas with her students, making the lesson engaging and interesting. Her approach kept the students highly engaged, focused, and attentive throughout the lesson.

My Key Observations and Learnings
1. Voice Modulation for Engagement
The teacher skilfully changed the pitch of her voice, using both low and high tones to highlight important points and keep students engaged throughout the lesson. Marzano (2007) highlights the importance of vocal delivery in gaining student attention and creating an active learning environment. Inspired by this method, I will focus on changing my tone during lessons to keep students engaged and emphasize key points clearly. I am also willing to invest in learning this skill, even if it requires a significant amount of effort or cost.
2. Use of Acting and Body Language
The teacher effectively used acting, gestures, and body language to explain the meanings of words and situations, making the lesson more engaging and memorable. I found this teaching method very interesting. I plan to use gestures and body language in my teaching to help students understand and stay engaged. Tomlinson (2014) points out that using different teaching strategies helps meet various learning styles and improves student understanding.
3. Refreshing with Real-Life Stories
The teacher shared several interesting real-life stories during the 90-minute lesson to keep students active, break up the routine, and keep them focused and engaged. I will use real-life stories and examples in my lessons to keep students interested, make learning more relatable, and create a livelier classroom. Wiggins and McTighe (2005) highlight the importance of connecting lessons to real-life situations to make them more relevant, engaging, and easier to understand.
4. Creating a Relaxed Atmosphere by Use of Humour
As a teacher, I have always believed that being spontaneous with students in the classroom is more effective than being overly formal. The teacher used light-hearted jokes during the lesson, which made students laugh and created a relaxed, enjoyable atmosphere. This approach helped reduce anxiety, build positive teacher-student relationships, and improve overall classroom engagement. I will incorporate appropriate humor into my teaching to create a welcoming and supportive learning environment that encourages student participation. Marzano (2007) emphasizes that humor plays a key role in reducing stress, increasing student motivation, and improving learning outcomes.
After the observation, I asked the teacher about the key to her excellent teaching. She explained that she had studied and taught several languages and had also trained in theatrical acting when she was younger. This combination of skills allowed her to use different techniques, such as voice modulation, body language, and storytelling, in her teaching. The teacher's insights convinced me that to be a great teacher, one needs to expand their knowledge and skills beyond just the subject they teach. Studying other fields, like linguistics, psychology, or even performing arts, can improve teaching and make lessons more engaging. Brookfield (2017) emphasizes the value of interdisciplinary learning in expanding educators' knowledge, improving teaching effectiveness, and creating a more dynamic learning environment.




Professional Observation Reflection 4
Observation Details
Date: 31th January 2025
Lesson Topic: Presentation Practice – Free Topics
Duration: 90 minutes
Levels: ESOL Level 1 – Intermediate
Teacher: D
On the first day of my lesson observations, I asked the headteacher to arrange for me to observe a teacher with a similar linguistic and cultural background. I wanted to observe an English teacher who is not a native speaker, as this would allow me to see teaching practices in a setting similar to my own. Fortunately, the headteacher approved my request, and I observed the teacher the next day. This experience was highly valuable. At the beginning of the lesson, the teacher invited me to introduce myself to the students, creating a welcoming and inclusive classroom environment. The teacher also used my presence effectively to encourage students to practice specific speaking skills they had recently learned, along with other techniques that I will discuss in my observations and reflections on her teaching methods.
1. Starter Activity
The teacher began the lesson with a starter activity where students reviewed recently learned vocabulary while waiting for their classmates to arrive. This kept students engaged and made good use of time. I will include starter activities in my lessons to capture students’ attention from the beginning, reinforce previous learning, and use time effectively instead of waiting for late students. Marzano (2007) emphasizes that starter activities help keep students engaged and strengthen their learning.
2. Weekly Tasks Routine
The teacher created a routine where a student gave a presentation on a topic of their choice every Friday. This provided regular opportunities for public speaking and helped students build confidence. Having a weekly and continuous task like this is an effective way to enhance student learning. I will implement a similar routine of weekly presentations, tasks, or assignments to help students develop various skills and build confidence. Marzano (2007) highlights the benefits of regular student presentations in fostering communication and critical thinking skills.
3. Fostering Critical Thinking and Inclusive Classroom Interaction
The teacher encouraged students to give feedback or ask questions after the presentation, promoting critical thinking and active participation. I will include opportunities for peer feedback and questioning to help students think critically and stay engaged. Brookfield (2017) emphasizes that questioning and feedback support critical thinking. Additionally, the teacher invited me, as an observer, to ask the presenting student a question, creating a collaborative and inclusive classroom environment. I will involve guests or observers in classroom activities to encourage inclusivity and collaboration. Hattie (2012) highlights that inclusivity helps create a positive classroom atmosphere and a supportive learning community.
4. Inspiring Future Perspectives as the Conclusion
At the end of the observation, the teacher invited me, as a PGCE (PCET) student teacher, to advise on the future. This gave students useful insights and inspiration from a different perspective. This experience showed me the importance of exposing students to different viewpoints to encourage lifelong learning and ambition. In the future, I will look for opportunities to invite guest speakers or share my own experiences to help students broaden their perspectives and inspire their growth. This supports the goal of promoting lifelong learning and ambition, as Tomlinson (2014) emphasizes the importance of diverse perspectives in motivating students and supporting their future success.
Professional Observation Reflection 5
Observation Details
Date: 27th January 2025
Lesson Topic: Prepositions in Arabic
Duration: 20 minutes
Levels: Level 1
Teacher: E
Exploring Teaching Opportunities in the UK
Recently, friends who moved to the UK before me and shared my specialization in Egypt advised me on career options. They suggested that teaching Arabic in the UK could be a good employment opportunity, as there is a demand for Arabic teachers. Since I have previous experience teaching Arabic, this seemed like a suitable option. One of my friends teaches Arabic exclusively online, so I observed their teaching style through a 20-minute Skype session. After this experience, I reconsidered my career plans and decided to teach both English, my main specialization, and Arabic, as I am a native speaker with years of experience in Arabic instruction.

Observations, Reflections, and Lessons I Learned
The lesson followed a clear and structured approach to teaching Arabic prepositions. It began with a review of previous material before introducing new concepts. The teacher used Quranic examples to make the rules more meaningful, and repetition helped reinforce learning. Complex ideas were explained in detail, and students were encouraged to ask questions and apply their knowledge. Although the lesson was primarily delivered through online lectures, the use of familiar texts kept students engaged. Adding more interactive activities could further improve the learning experience. According to Ellis (2009), interactive activities, peer learning, and student support are essential for reinforcing language acquisition.
The lesson also deepened my understanding of Arabic grammar, particularly how prepositions interact with nouns and pronouns. It highlighted the importance of context in language learning, especially when using Quranic texts. The use of religious and culturally relevant materials made the lesson more engaging, while repeated examples reinforced key grammar rules. Tomlinson (2014) emphasizes the importance of using meaningful materials, such as religious texts, to support language learning. The teacher also clarified difficult concepts, such as similar-sounding words, to make learning easier. Most importantly, the teacher created a supportive classroom environment where students felt comfortable participating and asking questions without fear of making mistakes. Krashen (1982) stresses the importance of a low-anxiety learning environment, as it encourages student participation and confidence.


Improving My Teaching Practice
To enhance my teaching, I plan to deepen my understanding of Arabic grammar, particularly about cultural and religious texts. I will use supplementary resources such as videos and academic materials to strengthen my knowledge. Additionally, I will incorporate culturally relevant examples and use repetition and scaffolding techniques to simplify complex topics. To increase student engagement, I will introduce more interactive activities, such as group exercises, peer teaching, and practice-based tasks. Lastly, I will seek feedback from experienced teachers to refine my lesson delivery and ensure accuracy in content.
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