[image: ]
Modern Britain 1776-1997 
The Rise and Fall of a Great Power
AHHI 5003 - (Level 5 - 20 credits)
2015-2016 Semester Two (Lampeter).
Teaching sessions:
 Monday 16.00-18.00hrs Maclab
Thursday 12.00-13.00hrs LR18
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TEACHER: DOCTOR LESTER MASON; RHYS JONES

	AIMS:
· To inform students of the main themes and aspects of British history from the late eighteenth century until the late twentieth century;
· To enable students to understand and evaluate various developments in Modern Britain over the last two hundred years;
· To enable students to understand and apply concepts of change and continuity, similarity and difference to aspects of Modern British History between 1776 and 1997.

LEARNING OUTCOMES:
By the end of this module students should be able to:  
· Demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of British History from the American Wars of Independence to the rise of New Labour  in 1997;
· Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the political and economic change and continuity in Modern Britain from the late eighteenth century through to the late twentieth;
· Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the profound social and cultural change and development that took place in Modern Britain between 1776 and 1997;  
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the relevant historiographical arguments and debates underpinning our interpretation of various aspects of this period in Modern British history;  




CONTENT:
The module will explore various political, economic, cultural and imperial aspects of British History from the American Wars of Independence to the Premiership of Tony Blair, a period of far-reaching change during which the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland rose and then fell from a dominant global presence. During these two hundred years Britain went from an immense financial, naval and imperial power, into a medium sized, rain-swept regional power off Europe’s Western seaboard, whose international standing no longer stemmed from its economic, imperial or military might but from association with (or within) larger political structures, be that the European Union or the USA. In analysing these changes the course will examine the emergence of the British state, the impact of war on British society (from the Napoleonic to the Second World War), the rise of radical politics and democracy, the changing position of women within British society, economic growth and decline, secularisation, the construction and clash of regional, provincial, national and imperial identities and the process of political devolution. 


TEACHING SESSIONS: 
INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSION AND OVERVIEW OF COURSE THEMES AND SESSIONS. 

1. 	This opening session will include an overview of the main thematic content underpinning the course and its exploration of the political, social, and economic history of Modern Britain over two centuries. Through the concept of change and continuity, the significance of key developments and events will be discussed, including the impact of war, economic growth and decline, the emergence of rival world powers, political and social reform, the role of women, and changing regional and national identities.

THE RISE AND FALL OF A WORLD POWER (I): ECONOMIC GROWTH AND DECLINE.

2. Britain’s industrial and economic  pre-eminence:
Why did Britain witness unprecedented industrial and economic growth from the 1770s onwards? This session will examine the main reasons behind the industrialisation and urbanisation of Britain, including access to and exploitation of abundant natural resources, developments in science and technology, the supply of labour, and the support of capital investment. The social consequences of these developments will also be assessed, with reference to the observations of eminent Victorians such as Charles Dickens and Thomas Carlyle. 

3. 	War and change in the twentieth century:

In this session the economic challenges to British pre-eminence will be examined, with the emergence of contending capitalist powers in Europe and beyond, as well as the significance of 1914-18 and the impact of fighting ‘Total War’ on Britain’s standing as a world economic power in the years following the Armistice. 
The session will conclude by analysing the economic and fiscal policies that emerged following the Second World War, and the transition from Keynesian-based economy policy to the free-market economics associated with ‘Monetarism’.

THE RISE AND FALL OF A WORLD POWER (II): THE BRITISH EMPIRE.

4. ‘Pax Britannica’ - Britain’s Imperial Century: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Following the defeat of Napoleon, why was Britain best placed to expand her interests overseas? This session will begin with an analysis of Britain’s ‘Imperial Century’ in the era of ‘Pax Britannica’,  It will also examine the emergence of what is termed ‘New Imperialism’ in the latter decades of the 19th Century, which witnessed increased rivalry between contending Imperial powers over possessions in Africa   (the so-called ‘Scramble for Africa’) and beyond. It will also discuss the transition from informal to more formal control of overseas interests, including greater economic engagement.
5. Britain retreats: from Empire to Commonwealth:

The impact of fighting World War I on Britain’s pre-eminence as a world power will be analysed, as well as examining the challenges that emerged from growing nationalism, both at home and abroad. Along with events leading to the partition of Ireland, the Imperial ‘strains’ associated with the rise of Indian and Arab nationalism will also be considered. 
How Britain responded to the rise of Fascism in Europe will also be analysed in this session, with a look at the policy of ‘Appeasement’ and the defence implications for Britain of a resurgent and threatening Germany. This session will also examine Britain’s policy of decolonisation following the Second World War, and, in what can be termed ‘Life after Death’, the transformation from ‘Empire’ to ‘Commonwealth’.  Finally, the Britain’s relationship with the United States will also be scrutinised, along with her sometimes difficult association with the European Union. 

POLITICS, DEMOCRACY, AND THE EMERGENCE OF THE BRITISH STATE.


6. Challenging the conservative order : Political Reform in 19th Century Britain:

This session will begin with a look at the rise of radical political thought in Britain, and the struggle for political and social reform. From calls for ‘Liberty’ and ‘Reform’, born out of ‘Enlightenment’ thought and ideals, as well as events in America and France, to the radical politics and demands for parliamentary reform in the early decades of the 19th Century, the extent to which the British conservative order was challenged will be assessed. 
The latter part of the session will track the development of parliamentary reform throughout the 19th Century, including the significance of the Chartist movement, and the impact of the main Reform Acts on the political landscape. It will also look at the emergence of the modern Conservative and Liberal parties, and, through the growing Trade Union movement, the rise of organised labour. 



7. The emergence of the modern British state: Politics and Welfare Reform in the 20th Century:

From the Liberal social reforms to the creation of the National Health Service, this session will track the rise of the Welfare state, and Britain’s social policy from 1906-1948. The impact of 1914-18 and ‘Total War’ on lives of ordinary Britons will also be assessed, and the consequences of four years of war on the political landscape of Britain, as the Labour party replaced the Liberals as the main challenger to the Tories. 
Under the title ‘A Brave New World’, the political developments and transition following the Second World War will be examined, including the ‘Consensus’ politics that dominated economic and social policy in the 1950s and 1960s, to the politics of ‘Conviction‘, that characterised the ‘Thatcher’ years.

A QUESTION OF IDENTITY – ASPECTS OF THE CULTURAL HISTORY OF BRITAIN.


8. The making of modern Britain:

Firstly, this session will concentrate on the impact of urbanisation in the early decades of the 19th Century on ‘class’ and ‘class conscience’. Most significantly, it will look at the ‘dynamics of class’, and the transition from occupational aggregates and groupings, to an identifiable and politicised middle class and working class, and the effect this had on the political and social fabric of Britain. 
Through the heading ‘A Crisis of Faith’, the second part of the session will examine Victorian religious and moral values, and the challenges faced by such values from growing secularism, dissent, and scientific thought.

9. War, Peace, and Social Change:

Under the title ‘Women Behaving Badly’ the suffrage movement will be examined, as well as the impact of the First World War on the lives of women and the role they played in society. This session will also concentrate on conflicting identities in Britain, not only through the construction of regional, provincial, national, and imperial identities, and in recent years the process of political devolution emanating from a rebirth of Scottish and Welsh national sentiments, but also the emergence of Afro-Caribbean, and British-Asian communities, along with their own distinct identities. 
The social life of Britain was changed radically during the 1960s, and under the heading ‘Cool Britannia’, the final part of this session will examine aspects of popular culture in Britain during the so-called ‘Swinging Sixties’, and the extent to which the cultural life of the nation and the habits and lifestyles of ordinary Britons were unalterably transformed.   


10. COURSE SUMMARY AND GENERAL DISCUSSION.








ASSESSMENT 1: 
A 2500 word essay, worth 50% of the module marks chosen from the titles listed below

 THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS: 3PM FRIDAY 11TH MARCH 2016

1. What were the main factors that drove industrial expansion in Britain from the 1770s? 
2. Political change in the post-Napoleonic period in Britain was driven by expediency and not a spirit for reform. Discuss.
3. Why was Britain able to expand her overseas possessions so rapidly in the early decades of the nineteenth century? 
4. What were the main reasons behind Britain’s decision to go to war with Russia in the Crimea?
5. How far did the Congress of Berlin dictate British foreign policy in the latter decades of the nineteenth century? 













ASSESSMENT 2:


A 2500 word essay, worth 50% of the module marks chosen from the titles listed below

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS:  3PM FRIDAY 22ND APRIL 2016


1. To what extent can Asquith’s pre-war Government be described as truly reforming?
2.  Fighting ‘Total War’ in 1914-1918 witnessed the beginning of the end of British imperial power. Discuss. 
3. The failure to create a ‘home fit for heroes’ in post-1918 Britain drove the post-1945 social reform programme. Discuss.   
4.  Did Britain have any choice but to disengage peacefully from her colonies following World War Two.
5. The term ‘swinging sixties’ was a figment of the imagination rather than a true reflection of the lives of ordinary Britons during the 1960s. Discuss. 



Essay marking Criteria for level 5 (second year) students:
· Display a broad knowledge of the subject: 20%
· Engage critically with the question, avoiding description: 40%
· Show clear familiarity with the historiography and source materials where appropriate: 10%
· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar: 20%
· Follow established scholarly conventions on referencing and bibliography: 10%










MARKING CRITERIA FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF WRITTEN WORK
With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity. However, the School is able to offer you the following indicators, which will help you to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)

High First class work is of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:
•	a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality
•	a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
•	a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality
•	a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
•	based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
•	written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 
•	presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80 and above)
First class work is of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:
•	a clear and sharp focus upon the question
•	a sophisticated awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
•	a highly cogent and structured argument
•	a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
•	based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
•	written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 
•	presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Upper Second Class work is of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. Work of the Upper Second Class is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

•	a clear focus upon the question
•	an awareness of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate
•	a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps
•	a well developed and solidly structured argument
•	a good and thoughtful analysis 
•	based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials
•	written with clarity and accuracy.
•	presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)
Lower Second Class work is of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  Lower Second Class work displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:

•	some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused
•	some grasp of the historiographical dimensions of historical debate 
•	a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations
•	a reasonable level of argument 
•	some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative
•	some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography
•	written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.
•	presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.
THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)
Third Class work is of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. Work in this class is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:

•	limited understanding of and focus upon the question 
•	lacks structure and a sustained argument
•	some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations
•	tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis
•	limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
•	some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography
•	limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAIL CLASS (marks of 39 and below)
Fail class work is unsatisfactory. It is work that may display some of the characteristics of the Third Class standard but not in a sustained or significant amount. 

· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it
· Lacks structure and argument
· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic
· Descriptive and narrative in structure
· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.
· Weak writing style.
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