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Executive Summary
This research proposal examines how stakeholder acceptance and investment readiness influence the development of community-owned renewable energy projects in Swansea and South West Wales. Renewable energy is no longer only an environmental issue; it is now closely connected to business strategy, industrial policy, regional development and community benefit. Although renewable energy is widely supported in principle, many projects still face delay, resistance or weak delivery because local communities do not always trust the governance model, see fair benefit-sharing, or believe projects are financially credible.
The study is set in Wales, where renewable energy policy is ambitious and place-based. Welsh Government targets for renewable electricity and locally owned energy capacity show strong strategic commitment, while Swansea’s climate and net-zero plans, together with recent project activity such as the Tir John solar agreement, make the region a timely and relevant case. Swansea and South West Wales therefore provide a strong live context in which to examine whether renewable energy can deliver not only decarbonisation, but also local legitimacy, investment confidence and economic value.
The central research problem is that policy support for renewable energy does not automatically produce socially accepted and investable projects. Existing literature explains social acceptance, community ownership and energy justice, but there is less applied business research that combines these themes with investment readiness in a specific Welsh regional context. This proposal addresses that gap by focusing on the relationship between trust, governance, local benefit, ownership structure and project credibility.
The study adopts a pragmatic philosophy and an explanatory sequential mixed-methods case study design. It will begin with a quantitative survey to identify broad patterns in stakeholder attitudes, followed by semi-structured interviews to explore those patterns in more depth. This design is intended to produce findings that are both academically robust and practically useful.
Overall, the study aims to generate evidence-based recommendations for local authorities, community organisations and investors seeking to scale renewable energy delivery in Swansea and South West Wales. Its contribution lies in showing how community-owned renewable energy can become not only environmentally desirable, but also socially legitimate, financially viable and regionally beneficial.
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Introduction 
Renewable energy is now central to business strategy, industrial policy and regional development in the United Kingdom. The debate has moved well beyond the narrow question of whether low-carbon electricity is needed. The more difficult question is how renewable energy can be deployed in ways that are commercially viable, publicly real and locally beneficial. In the British context, this matters because rapid decarbonisation requires new generation assets, grid upgrades, storage, flexibility services and forms of local participation that were not needed in the older centralised energy model. At the same time, renewable infrastructure can trigger opposition if local communities perceive that the costs are local while the benefits flow elsewhere. For a business research proposal, this makes renewable energy an excellent field because it sits at the intersection of investment, stakeholder management, governance, regional development and organisational strategy , , , .
The Welsh context makes the topic especially strong. Wales has set a target to meet the equivalent of 100% of its annual electricity consumption from renewable sources by 2035, alongside a target for at least 1.5 GW of locally owned renewable energy capacity by 2035. The first combined official edition on energy generation and use in Wales, published in March 2026, reported that locally owned renewable capacity had reached 0.99 GW in 2024, equivalent to 66% of the 2035 target, while electricity demand is expected to rise sharply to 23.8 TWh by 2035 as transport, heating and industry electrify . In other words, Wales is making progress, but the remaining gap is substantial and cannot be closed through technology deployment alone. It requires projects that attract investment, secure planning consent, gain public trust and retain visible local value.
Swansea and the wider South West Wales region provide a particularly relevant case study. Swansea Council’s climate strategy and net-zero programme refer explicitly to community renewable energy, renewable electricity use and schemes designed to ensure that local people, including residents in economically deprived areas, benefit from the low-carbon transition , . Recent announcements around the Tir John solar agreement and the wider Swansea renewable energy programme have also revived attention to the city’s ambition to become a major renewable energy hub linked to tidal, solar, storage and industrial development , . This combination of place-based policy ambition, visible project activity and uneven socio-economic conditions makes Swansea ideal for research into stakeholder acceptance and investment readiness. The area is not merely a technical site for generation; it is a live test of whether renewable energy can support regeneration, jobs, local ownership and social legitimacy at the same time.
The proposed research therefore focuses on community-owned renewable energy rather than renewable energy in general. That narrowing is deliberate. Broad topics on “renewable energy and business” usually become vague and descriptive. By contrast, community-owned and shared-ownership models generate a clearer business question: under what conditions do local stakeholders support renewable energy projects strongly enough to make them investable, scalable and durable? The rationale also fits dissertation progression. A dissertation can build directly from this proposal into a deeper empirical study, a comparative case analysis or an evaluation of a specific Swansea-area project pipeline. In short, the topic is useful because it is policy-relevant, methodologically feasible, academically rich and regionally grounded.
The significance of this study is threefold. For the UK, it speaks to a wider strategic problem: national net-zero goals depend increasingly on local delivery, yet many policy discussions still underplay the importance of ownership, consent and place-based value distribution. Lessons from Swansea and South West Wales may therefore offer insight for other regions pursuing local and community energy models. For Wales, the research is directly aligned with current targets on renewable electricity and local ownership, as well as with the policy emphasis on ensuring that communities benefit from renewable resources rather than simply hosting infrastructure , (Welsh Government, 2026b). The study can inform debates on how to close the remaining gap between local ownership ambition and actual project deployment.
Statement of the Research Problem
Despite strong policy support for decarbonisation, many renewable energy projects still face delay, resistance or weak project traction because the business and governance conditions needed for acceptance and investment are not always present. The key research problem is therefore not simply whether renewable energy is desirable, but how community-owned or community-oriented projects can secure trust, legitimacy and finance in a specific regional context. In Swansea and South West Wales this issue is especially important because climate ambitions, industrial transition, local benefit expectations and public concern over who controls energy assets now intersect in a way that makes delivery more complex but also more strategically important.
Research Aim
The main aim of this research is to investigate how stakeholder acceptance and investment readiness influence the development of community-owned renewable energy projects in Swansea and South West Wales.

Research Objective
To examine the main business, governance and social factors that shape stakeholder acceptance of community-owned renewable energy projects in Swansea and South West Wales.
To analyse how investment readiness is influenced by business model design, perceived local benefit, risk allocation and trust in project governance.
To evaluate the role of community ownership in improving local legitimacy, economic value retention and support for renewable energy development.
To develop evidence-based recommendations for local authorities, community organisations and investors seeking to scale renewable energy delivery in the region.



Research Questions 
How do stakeholder perceptions shape acceptance of community-owned renewable energy projects in Swansea and South West Wales?
What factors affect the investment readiness of community-owned renewable energy schemes in the region?
How does community ownership influence local benefit, trust and willingness to support renewable energy development?
What practical changes could improve the delivery and scaling of such projects in Swansea, nearby areas and Wales more broadly?



Literature Review 
A literature review should do more than describe previous studies. It should critically evaluate and synthesise existing knowledge in order to identify the specific gap that the proposed research will address. In other words, it should show what is already known, how key ideas connect, and where an important part of the picture remains underexplored , . For this study, the relevant literature can be organised into five connected areas: social acceptance of renewable energy, community energy and local ownership, business models and investment readiness, energy justice and local benefit, and the policy and delivery context in Wales and Swansea.
Background of Renewable Energy and Community Energy
The first major literature stream concerns the social acceptance of renewable energy.  remain foundational because they moved the debate beyond a simplistic contrast between general public support and local opposition. Their distinction between socio-political acceptance, market acceptance and community acceptance remains useful because renewable energy may be widely supported in principle while still facing resistance in specific local settings. This distinction is important for the present study because it suggests that support for decarbonisation does not automatically translate into support for individual projects.
Later research has challenged the tendency to dismiss opposition as mere NIMBYism. , , and  show that local resistance is often linked to technical fairness, trust in developers, visual and landscape impacts, perceived exclusion from decision-making, and concerns over how costs and benefits are distributed. This body of work implies that stakeholder acceptance is not simply an emotional barrier to implementation. It is an indicator of whether project governance, communication and benefit-sharing arrangements are seen as real and credible.
Importance of Stakeholder Acceptance and Local Ownership
A second literature stream focuses on community energy and local ownership. Community energy has been presented as a way of democratising the energy system, increasing local participation and retaining more of the economic value created by low-carbon infrastructure within host communities , , . This literature is important because it shifts attention from renewable technology alone to the social and institutional arrangements through which projects are developed and governed.
The argument is that ownership structure matters. Community or shared ownership can improve acceptance because it changes who benefits, who makes decisions and who is accountable. Recent empirical work supports this view.  finds that community and shared ownership models tend to attract higher acceptance than purely private ownership, partly because they are viewed as fairer and more transparent.  similarly suggest that energy communities generate value not only through electricity production or energy sales, but also through social learning, trust-building and the strengthening of local institutional capacity. For this proposal, these studies are useful because they connect ownership arrangements to practical outcomes such as legitimacy, resilience and long-term value creation. 

Community-Owned Renewable Energy and Investment Readiness
A third body of literature addresses business models and investment. One of the recurring weaknesses in community energy is that social enthusiasm does not automatically lead to project delivery.  argues that community energy business models often face constraints relating to scale, regulation, finance and organisational capability.  and  make a similar point, noting that local energy initiatives frequently operate within market and policy systems designed around larger, centralised developers rather than smaller place-based actors.
More recent work on smart local energy systems and energy communities suggests that project viability depends on more than technology.  and  indicate that credible governance, long-term revenue structures, trusted intermediaries and effective consumer engagement are all central to success. This is particularly relevant in the Swansea context because many of the promised benefits of renewable energy, such as lower bills, local jobs, reinvestment and regional innovation, depend on projects becoming commercially structured and investable rather than remaining aspirational concepts. This makes investment readiness a central issue rather than a secondary concern.
Theoretical Background
The conceptual framing of this research draws most clearly on stakeholder theory, social acceptance theory and energy justice. Stakeholder theory is relevant because renewable energy projects depend on the responses of multiple groups, including residents, local authorities, businesses, community organisations and investors. Social acceptance theory helps distinguish support for renewable energy at a general level from acceptance of particular projects in particular places. Energy justice adds a stronger normative and analytical lens by focusing on fairness, participation and the distribution of benefits and burdens.
Taken together, these perspectives provide a useful framework for analysing renewable energy development as both a technical and a social process. They support a broader understanding of project success: not simply whether a scheme is technically feasible, but whether it is regarded as fair, legitimate and worthwhile by those expected to host, support or invest in it.
Energy Justice, Local Benefit and the Just Transition
A fourth theme concerns justice, local benefit and the just transition. Energy justice scholarship emphasises that the transition to low-carbon energy is not socially neutral. Questions of who pays, who profits and who has a voice in decision-making are central to whether projects gain legitimacy  and . This literature matters because it highlights that project acceptance is shaped not only by environmental goals, but also by perceptions of fairness.
Although community benefit packages can improve local perceptions, the UK literature suggests that such benefits may be viewed as weak or symbolic if they are detached from meaningful participation or ownership.  notes the continuing importance of local benefit design and highlights that Wales has adopted a stronger expectation of shared ownership than many other parts of the UK. From a business perspective, this matters because benefit design influences trust, participation and perceived inevitability. A project that is seen as distributive unfair may face delay, weak stakeholder support or reputational resistance, even where its technical rationale is strong.
Overview of the UK, Welsh and Swansea Context
A fifth and more localised strand concerns Wales and Swansea specifically. Welsh policy has become increasingly explicit about local ownership and community value. The Welsh Government’s policy statement on local ownership of energy generation, later guidance on local and shared ownership, and recent subsidy and sector materials all reflect the view that renewable projects should produce value for local communities rather than merely extracting resources from place , ,  and . This creates a policy environment that is favourable in principle to community-oriented renewable energy.
Community Energy Wales’ State of the Sector reports add an important practical dimension by showing that, despite policy support, community energy organisations in Wales still face financing barriers, development delays and capability constraints  and . Swansea’s own strategic documents also connect decarbonisation with local economic development, community benefit and inclusive growth . Together, these sources suggest that the regional policy direction is supportive, but they do not fully explain what makes community-oriented renewable projects socially acceptable and financially credible in Swansea and South West Wales. That unanswered question is especially important in a place where decarbonisation ambitions are increasingly tied to local regeneration, visibility and long-term economic opportunity.
Challenges Facing Renewable Energy Delivery and the Research Gap
Although community energy is often presented in positive terms, delivery remains difficult. Projects can struggle with finance, planning complexity, inconsistent public engagement, limited leadership capacity and the wider challenge of turning abstract support for net zero into support for a specific site, ownership model or investment structure. There is also a risk that the language of local benefit becomes rhetorical rather than substantive if communities are consulted late or granted only limited influence over governance and ownership.
This leads directly to the main research gap. Existing literature provides a strong foundation on renewable energy acceptance, community ownership and energy justice. However, there is less applied business research that brings these themes together with investment readiness and local value creation within a single Welsh regional case. Much of the literature treats community energy as normatively desirable, but gives less attention to whether local stakeholders actually view proposed governance, ownership and financing arrangements as realistic and investable in practice.
This study addresses that missing area by examining the relationship between stakeholder acceptance and investment readiness in the context of community-owned renewable energy in Swansea and South West Wales. Its contribution is therefore not simply to ask whether renewable energy is desirable, but to explore the conditions under which it becomes socially credible, financially viable and capable of delivering sustained local benefit. In that sense, the literature identifies a clear missing brick: a more integrated, place-specific understanding of how acceptance, ownership and inevitability interact in a Welsh community energy context. 
Trust, Participation and Governance
A sixth theme, and one of the extra points added here, concerns trust, participation and governance. The existing literature on renewable energy acceptance repeatedly shows that trust is central to stakeholder response. People are more likely to support projects when they believe decision-makers are competent, transparent and acting in the public interest. Conversely, even potentially beneficial schemes may face resistance when communities perceive consultation as tokenistic or when developers appear distant and unaccountable. This makes governance a key issue. The question is not only who owns the project, but how decisions are made, how information is shared, and whether participation is meaningful or symbolic. The literature reviewed earlier already implies this, but the governance dimension deserves clearer emphasis because it sits between social acceptance and investment readiness. 
Poor governance weakens both. It reduces trust among residents and also raises concerns among institutional partners and investors, who may view weak participation structures or unclear decision-making arrangements as signs of delivery risk. Stakeholder theory is useful here because it highlights that projects succeed or fail through relationships with multiple interested groups, including residents, community organisations, councils, local businesses and investors. A project that treats these groups as secondary obstacles rather than legitimate participants may struggle to build a durable social licence to operate. In the Swansea context, this point is especially important because renewable energy projects are likely to be judged not only by their environmental performance, but also by whether local people believe they have been respected, heard and treated fairly , ,  and . 
Policy-to-Delivery and Institutional Capacity
A seventh theme, and the third extra point added here, concerns the gap between supportive policy and actual delivery. This is important because policy support alone does not guarantee successful renewable energy outcomes. The Welsh context appears favourable, but the literature and sector reports suggest that delivery still depends on institutional capacity, coordination and credible implementation structures. Ambition can therefore exceed execution. This point matters for two reasons. First, it explains why a place with strong policy language may still experience slow or uneven project development. Second, it shows why an applied business study is needed. The issue is not merely whether policy supports community energy, but whether the surrounding institutions, governance arrangements and stakeholder relationships are strong enough to turn policy into investable and accepted projects. 
In practice, this means that councils, community organisations, developers and investors all operate within an institutional environment that can either reduce or increase delivery risk. For Swansea and South West Wales, this policy-to-delivery issue is especially important. The region has visible renewable ambitions and strong narrative support for community value, yet the literature does not clearly explain how stakeholders judge the realism of those ambitions. This creates space for a focused investigation into how acceptance, governance and investment readiness interact in a live regional context , ,  and . 
 


Research Methodology
Research philosophy and overall design
This study adopts a pragmatic research philosophy because the research problem is applied rather than purely abstract. The dissertation is not trying to prove one universal law about renewable energy acceptance, and it is not only interpreting personal meanings in isolation. It is trying to generate usable knowledge about a live regional problem: why some community-oriented renewable energy projects appear more socially acceptable and financially credible than others in Swansea and South West Wales. Pragmatism is a defensible choice because it treats methods as tools selected for the problem at hand and allows the researcher to combine quantitative and qualitative evidence, where each contributes something different to understanding and explanation  and .
The choice of Swansea and South West Wales as the case is also timely rather than arbitrary. Wales has set targets for renewable electricity generation equivalent to 70% of annual electricity consumption by 2030 and 100% by 2035, yet the most recent official figures show renewable generation in 2024 was equivalent to 54% of Welsh electricity consumption, which means the implementation challenge remains substantial. At the same time, Welsh Government launched a Renewable Energy Sector Deal in March 2026, opened a new £10 million Ynni Cymru grant round to support local renewable systems, and South West Wales authorities unveiled new local energy plans in late 2025. The Senedd’s Economy Committee has also argued that communities must receive a stronger share of the benefits from green investment. Together, these developments make the region a strong live case for studying acceptance, governance and investment readiness rather than a speculative one ,,  and . 
Research strategy: mixed-methods case study
Methodologically, the study uses an explanatory sequential mixed-methods case study design. This means the study begins with a quantitative survey to identify broad patterns in stakeholder attitudes and then follows with qualitative interviews to explain those patterns in more depth. That structure is appropriate because the topic has both measurable and interpretive dimensions. Public support, perceived fairness, trust and willingness to participate can be measured across groups, but the reasons behind those responses are likely to depend on more complex issues such as project governance, institutional capability, financing confidence and the credibility of local benefit claims. Recent applied business research has argued that mixed methods and case study design can work in a complementary way where researchers need both breadth and depth in the same project, especially when the research question is practical and decision-oriented .
The case study strategy is important because this dissertation is explicitly place-sensitive. Renewable energy projects do not operate in a social vacuum. They are shaped by local institutions, public narratives, regulatory settings, prior experience of development, and expectations about who will benefit. Patton’s emphasis on matching inquiry design to the practical purpose of the study is useful here: the design should serve the question, and the question here is regional, applied and multi-actor. This is also why the design needs a coherent “golden thread” from philosophy through to method rather than disconnected choices that look impressive but do not fit each other  and. 
Quantitative phase: survey design
The quantitative stage will use a structured survey to examine patterns in stakeholder attitudes toward community-oriented renewable energy projects in Swansea and South West Wales. The questionnaire will include items on trust in project leadership, perceived fairness in the distribution of costs and benefits, support for local or shared ownership, perceived impact on the local economy, confidence in delivery, perceived risk, and willingness to support or participate in future projects. The survey will also collect basic background variables such as stakeholder type, geographic location, previous exposure to renewable projects and familiarity with community energy. This design is consistent with survey guidance that stresses clear questionnaire construction, pilot testing, and early consideration of reliability, validity and response burden rather than treating these as afterthoughts once data collection has started  and . 
The quantitative analysis will begin with descriptive statistics. Frequencies, percentages, means and cross-tabulations will be used to map the overall shape of attitudes and to compare differences across stakeholder groups. If the final sample size is sufficient, the study may also use simple inferential techniques such as correlation or regression to test whether variables such as trust, perceived fairness and perceived local economic value are associated with support for community-oriented renewable energy. The point is not to build an artificially complex statistical model simply to look sophisticated. The point is to identify the variables most closely linked to support and perceived project credibility in the case region. This is methodologically defensible for an applied dissertation and fits standard guidance on business statistics and multivariate analysis for real-world research problems  and .
Qualitative phase: interviews
The qualitative phase will use semi-structured interviews with participants who have direct knowledge of renewable energy development, local policy, project delivery, community engagement, finance, or regional business support. Likely interviewees include representatives from community energy organisations, local authority officers, developers, local business actors, third-sector organisations and, where access can be secured, advisers or funders involved in project viability. Semi-structured interviews are suitable because they provide enough structure for cross-case comparison while still leaving room for participants to explain context, nuance and contradiction. That matters here because the study is not just asking whether people approve of renewable energy in principle; it is asking why some projects are trusted and others are doubted  and . 
The interview schedule will be built around the themes emerging from the literature review and the survey findings. Core topics are likely to include governance credibility, community benefit design, financing constraints, planning and grid barriers, local institutional capacity, perceptions of shared ownership, and whether current regional ambitions are viewed as realistic or rhetorical. Because this is an explanatory sequential design, the interviews will not simply duplicate the survey. They will interrogate it. For example, if the survey shows broad support for local ownership but weaker confidence in delivery, interviews can explore whether the problem lies in finance, capability, policy execution, project communication or distrust of institutional actors. That sequencing improves the analytical value of the study because the second phase explains the first rather than standing beside it without integration  and . 
Sampling strategy
For the interview phase, the study will use purposive sampling. That is the right choice because the project needs information-rich participants rather than a mathematically representative slice of the whole population. Purposive sampling is especially appropriate where the researcher is trying to capture informed perspectives across distinct roles and institutional positions. Participants should have either direct involvement in project development, responsibility for regional or local energy policy, relevant experience in community benefit or shared ownership, or knowledge of delivery and financing barriers. Recent methodological work has stressed that purposive sampling is strongest when the rationale, criteria and journey from research question to participant selection are made transparent  and .
The likely interview sample will be relatively small, but that is not a defect if it is justified properly. In-depth interviews are designed to generate explanation and meaning, not population estimates. The appropriate sample size should therefore be shaped by the diversity of stakeholder roles, the complexity of the topic and the point at which additional interviews stop adding genuinely new codes or insights. Recent work on qualitative saturation in interview research suggests that sample size should be linked to coding goals and analytical purpose rather than chosen as a ritual number. For this study, a defensible approach would be to aim for a modest but diverse sample and then judge adequacy in relation to thematic coverage and code saturation across stakeholder categories  and .
Qualitative analysis and integration
Interview data will be analysed using thematic analysis. The process will involve familiarisation with transcripts, line-by-line or segment coding, grouping related codes, reviewing candidate themes, refining the conceptual boundaries of those themes, and writing up the analysis in a way that links interpretation back to the research question. This method suits the dissertation because it allows the researcher to identify recurring patterns across stakeholder narratives while still preserving disagreement, tension and place-specific nuance. Recent methodological writing on thematic analysis has emphasised that good thematic work depends on methodological congruence, reflexivity and transparency, not just on producing a list of topics. That is particularly relevant here because the analysis needs to move beyond simple description and show how trust, participation, fairness and project credibility connect in the regional setting ,  and . 
The final stage of analysis will involve integration of the quantitative and qualitative strands. This matters because mixed methods are only valuable when the two evidence streams are brought into dialogue. Second, the discussion chapter will compare points of convergence and divergence across the two datasets. If both strands indicate that trust in governance is closely linked to support, that strengthens the conclusion. If public support appears high in the survey but institutional confidence appears weak in interviews, that divergence becomes analytically important because it may reveal a gap between aspiration and delivery capacity. Using mixed methods well therefore means designing for integration from the start rather than trying to bolt it on at the end  and . 
Ethics and data protection
Ethics are central to this methodology because the research involves human participants, some of whom may hold organisational roles and may be discussing sensitive issues such as delivery failure, institutional weakness, local conflict or funding constraints. Participants will therefore receive a clear information sheet and consent form explaining the purpose of the research, what participation involves, how the data will be used, and how anonymity and confidentiality will be protected. The study will use pseudonyms or role descriptors where appropriate, and identifiable information will be separated from research data wherever possible. Recent reviews of online research ethics also stress that researchers need to think carefully about confidentiality, anonymity, consent, participant vulnerability and researcher responsibility when digital tools are used for recruitment or interviewing  and . 
The data-handling approach will also follow UK GDPR principles. The ICO makes clear that researchers need to think carefully about transparency, lawful processing, data minimisation, confidentiality and the difference between ethical consent to participate in a study and consent as a legal basis for data processing. It also stresses that genuinely valid consent must be freely given and easy to withdraw, and that anonymisation matters because anonymous information falls outside the scope of data protection law only when people are no longer identifiable. In practice, this means interview recordings and transcripts must be stored securely, access must be limited, retention periods must be justified, and participants must be told clearly what will happen to their data before, during and after the study .
Limitations and methodological justification
The design has clear limitations and should say so directly. First, the study is cross-sectional, so it captures perceptions at one point rather than tracking how they change over time. Second, the survey is likely to rely on an accessible, non-probability sample, which means the findings should not be presented as statistically representative of all Swansea or Welsh stakeholders. Third, interview participants may frame issues strategically, especially where they are defending current policy, promoting projects or managing reputational risk. Fourth, the case study design supports analytical transferability rather than blanket national generalisation. None of these limitations kill the study; they just define what the dissertation can honestly claim. Given the real barriers still reported by Community Energy Wales, the ongoing need to translate Welsh policy ambition into delivery, and the visible regional push for place-based energy planning, a carefully executed mixed-methods case study remains a strong fit for this topic ,  and .
Overall, the methodology is justified because it matches the real shape of the problem. A purely quantitative study would identify patterns but leave the reasons under-explained. A purely qualitative study would provide depth but weaken the comparative view across stakeholder groups. This dissertation needs both. It also needs a design that can speak to a region where policy support, public rhetoric and economic promise are all visible, but where delivery barriers, capability constraints and credibility gaps still matter. A pragmatic mixed-methods case study therefore gives the strongest route to producing findings that are academically defensible and practically useful for Swansea and South West Wales ,  and . 

Resources Implications and Time Plan
The proposed study will follow a 12-week timeline. Weeks 1–2 will be used to refine the research design, finalise the survey and interview questions, and confirm the literature base. Week 3 will focus on ethics approval and participant access. Week 4 will be used for pilot testing and final adjustments to the research instruments. Weeks 5–7 will cover the main data collection stage, including survey distribution and semi-structured interviews. Weeks 8–10 will be dedicated to quantitative and qualitative data analysis. Finally, Weeks 11–12 will focus on integrating the findings, writing the final dissertation chapters, revising the work, and completing proofreading and referencing ,  and . 
Table 5.1: Tentative Timeline for the Proposed Study
Week	Activity
Week 1–2	Refine the research design, finalise survey and interview questions, and confirm the literature base
Week 3	Complete ethics approval and secure participant access
Week 4	Conduct pilot testing and make final adjustments to the research instruments
Week 5–7	Carry out main data collection, including survey distribution and semi-structured interviews
Week 8–10	Analyse quantitative and qualitative data
Week 11–12	Integrate findings, write final dissertation chapters, revise the work, and complete proofreading and referencing




Conclusion 
This research proposal has argued that community-owned renewable energy is not only an environmental issue, but also a business, governance and regional development issue. In Swansea and South West Wales, the transition to low-carbon energy is taking place within a context shaped by ambitious Welsh policy, visible local project activity and strong expectations that renewable energy should generate meaningful local benefit. The review of literature shows that although renewable energy is often supported in principle, successful delivery depends on much more than technological feasibility. Stakeholder acceptance is closely linked to trust, procedural fairness, ownership arrangements, participation and the perceived distribution of risks and rewards. At the same time, community-oriented renewable projects must also be seen as financially credible, organisationally capable and practically deliverable if they are to move from policy ambition to real implementation. This means that the central challenge is not simply whether renewable energy is desirable, but how it can be organised in ways that are socially legitimate, economically valuable and sufficiently investable within a specific regional setting.
The proposal therefore makes a clear contribution by bringing together stakeholder acceptance, investment readiness and local value creation within a single Welsh case. Its mixed-methods design is appropriate because it allows both broader patterns and deeper explanations to be examined across different stakeholder groups. In doing so, the study has the potential to generate findings that are useful not only for academic understanding, but also for local authorities, community organisations, developers and investors seeking to scale renewable energy delivery in a more inclusive and trusted way. Overall, the proposed research is important because it addresses a practical and timely problem at the heart of the energy transition: how to ensure that community-owned renewable energy becomes not merely a policy aspiration, but a credible, supported and durable model for regional development in Swansea, South West Wales and potentially other comparable areas of the UK.
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