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Abstract

It is acknowledged that the Police forces in England and Wales are renowned throughout the world for not routinely arming regular officers. This is the main characteristic which makes British police different when compared to the majority police forces around the world. British police forces have traditionally policed by consent with unarmed officers. However, with the global issue of terrorism arising in the past few decades there has been calls by some for this tradition to end and for all officers in England and Wales to be routinely armed.
The aim of this dissertation was to explore the general public’s opinion and perceptions on routinely arming officers in England and Wales and to establish what percentage of the population actually support this concept.
Research was carried out to identify what current sources of information exist and to establish if any previous studies into this matter have been conducted. New research was then conducted to gather the publics opinion and compare this data with the existing research. The aim was to identify any trends that exist and establish a consensus of public opinion on officer routinely carrying firearms while policing the streets of the UK.
The findings from this project were then documented and recommendations were made in light of the findings.
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Chapter 1- Introduction

1.1- This research aims to investigate whether England and Wales are ready for routinely armed police officers. The research objectives include:
· To explore society/public opinion/perspective on routinely arming the police in England and Wales. 
· To evaluate if routinely arming officers increases public confidence in the police. 
· To explore the impact that armed officers have in neighbouring countries.
· To explore if carrying a firearm contradict the tradition British values of policing?

1.2 -Throughout the past decade there have been a number of calls for officers in the United Kingdom to become routinely armed with one article saying “Most Britons want police to be armed” (Sky News, 2017) 
These calls follow on from a decade of increased terrorist activity in England and Wales between 2010 and 2020 which peaked in 2013 and again in 2013 (Figures from statistica)
This study will aim to conclude whether the public actually  supports these calls or weather these calls are just media sensationalisation. This study will also aim to establish if there are any correlations between the calls for the routine arming of police and the increased amount of terrorist related incidents.
 Furthermore, this study will look study the impact that routine arming of officers would have on the public confidence in policing in England and Wales while also seeing if this would conflict with the traditional values of the British policing.
Chapter 2: Literature

2.1 This literature review aims to explore the relevant data in the subject of armed policing in the UK and abroad. This data will then be analysed to establish whether any trends can be established in the data. The aim of this research is to discover;
· To explore society/public opinion/perspective on routinely arming the police in England and Wales. 
· To evaluate if routinely arming officers increases public confidence in the police. 
· To explore the impact that armed officers have in neighbouring countries.
· To explore if carrying a firearm contradict the tradition British values of policing?
· Would carrying a firearm contradict the tradition British values of policing and if so, why?

2.2 Current  numbers of routinely armed officers  in Britain. 
As of March 2021 there are “6,543 armed officers” (Gov.uk, 2022) in the UK. This number is out of a total of “135,307” (Gov.uk, 2022) police officers across England and Wales. It is important to understand that this figure indicates that the current percentage of armed officers is only around 4.8% of the total number of officers. None of the 4.8% would be traditional response officers who respond to routine incidents and are encountered by the public on a daily basis. The 6543 armed officers would currently be classified as “Specialist Firearms officers” operating within dedicated units. These Specialist Firearms officers (SFO) and Counter Terrorism Specialist Firearms officers (CTSFO) lead the countries response to the increasing threat of terrorism and organised crime. These officers’ “role is at the forefront of the MPS and UK’s crime and Counter Terrorism armed policing response for high risk/threat firearms operations” (Met Police, 2021).


2.3 Attitudes of the general public 
In the past few years and in the aftermath of the Manchester arena attack it has been suggested that “Most Britons want police to be armed” (Sky News, 2017) with 72% of 1581 people surveyed saying that they support the idea of routinely armed officers. 
This data does show a clear support for this type of policing.  However it does have to be said that the reliability of this data has to be bought into question because it does not come from an academic source. Furthermore there is very limited information on where this data was obtained and how it was verified.
Apart from this survey there appears to be a lack of any reliable data on what public opinion is on routinely arming UK police officers. There are suggestions that link the public acceptance of armed officers to their emotional response to high profile incidents. This suggests that when “Lacking direct knowledge of what armed police can do and achieve, people fall back on emotion, feeling, and trust to form preferences about policy” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021). This lack of knowledge has also been noted by others who conclude that “Very little research has measured public perceptions of armed police in the UK” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021
However, when looking at one of the few other surveys that exist, the data suggests a similar trend with 58% of people saying that they “believed police officers should be routinely armed, whereas 42% were opposed” (BMG Research, 2015). 
I believe that this research is clearly more reliable than the first and does support the general trend that the public support the routine arming of police officers. However, it is still clear that there is a large gap in this area of research and in order to establish whether this trend is consistent I will have to consider conducting my own research in this field.
Another factor to consider is that both surveys were conducted in the aftermath of two substantial terrorist attacks. This could have possibly influenced peoples’ opinion as emotions would be high after such incidents. A more accurate view of the general public opinion of routinely armed police offers would be achieved if a survey was carried out during a period of relative calm. This is also substantiated by the fact that “Public support for routine arming typically increases following the death or serious assault of unarmed police officers” (Simon, 2019).
At the time of writing there has been no major attacks in the UK in some time so conducting a survey could potentially have different results.
2.4 Attitudes of police officers
Being routinely armed is also a controversial topic among police officers. However, “a majority appear to be against routine arming” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021) with a recent survey conducted by the Police Federation showing only “34% of officers believed the police should be routinely armed” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021).  Even though this figure is still low it is still “up from 23% when the survey was last conducted in 2006 (Police Federation, 2017). 
Looking further at this literature it has been said that “55% of officers said they would be prepared to carry a firearm if instructed to do so (an increase from 45% in the 2006 survey)” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021). This doesn’t necessarily show support for routine arming but shows more of an acceptance or tolerance towards it if it was deemed necessary.
This literature currently shows that there appears to be a set trend within the police forces of officers opposed to being routinely armed with only a slight increase in support for arming coming in 11 years.
 A further survey on routine arming was conducted again by the Police Federation in 2018 but, this time focused solely on the Metropolitan Police. Out of 6118 respondents only “14%” (Chandler, 2018) said that they were very satisfied with the current level of readily available armed support.
40% then went onto say that they believed that “All police officers should receive appropriate training and be armed at all times when on duty”. 
19% said “All police officers should receive appropriate training and firearms should be issued to them as and when necessary” (Chandler, 2018).
35% believed that “Firearms should not be issued to all police officers, but more officers should receive appropriate training and be issue” (Chandler, 2018).
Looking at this literature compared to the last it shows that there has been an increase of 6% in the number of officers wanting to be routinely armed within just a year. In addition to this 63% now say that they “would be prepared to carry a firearm at all times on duty” (Chandler, 2018) compared to the 55% the previous year.
As previously stated, this increase could be for a number of reasons, however the most likely is because there was a substantial number of terror attacks in the UK between 2017 and 2018 including the an attack that took the life of PC Keith Palmer in Westminster.
The demographics of the “work force” of police officers in the UK has been undergoing substantial change for a number of years. Experienced officers are retiring and new officers are being recruited, this along with the Governments pledge to increase police officers numbers by 20,000 has expediated this change. Many of these new officers are younger and may have a different view on the possibility of routinely carrying a firearm. This is where I feel there is a gap in the research. To gain an accurate understanding of the view of this new workforce I believe a new more in-depth survey should be carried out. This survey would lead to data being available on how factors such as length of service, role and gender influence officers’ opinion on being armed.
Finally, an often over-looked factor is the opinion of senior police officers. It is important to understand their opinion on this matter because without their support it is unlikely that there would be any change in how officers are armed. A survey of the Police Superintendents’ Association and the Association of Chief Police Officers found that “47% supported arming all police, compared with 48% against” (Roycroft, 2014). This data displays a similar trend to the opinion of frontline officers however, there is a much closer gap in their opinion than that of officers.
Further study of this literature also highlighted a number of arguments that officers provided in support of and against routine arming. The strongest argument against routine arming is that it increased the “The risk of police having weapons taken from them” (Roycroft, 2014) and that “Arming the police will cause an escalation in criminal violence, i.e. the ratchet effect” (Roycroft, 2014).
On the other hand, the strongest argument for arming officers is that it “Ensures greater safety for officers and the public, better protection of officers and the public” (Roycroft, 2014) and that “The police should be equipped to react to contemporary problems such as terrorism and organised crime” (Roycroft, 2014).

2.5 Armed policing and the traditional values of British policing
Since the formation of Britain’s fist police force in 1829, its values have “rested on the twin pillars of ‘policing by consent’ and the notion that the police force’s primary duty is to the public, rather than the state”(Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021). These values have created the traditional image of the British officer which can be described as “an unarmed neighbourhood constable with powers not so different from the public at large” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021).
This literature suggests that there is a strong stereotype when it comes to British police and that this “symbolizes a style of policing that, culturally and ideologically, sets Britain apart from much of the rest of Europe” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021).
It has been established that “In recent years while the public have accepted the more visible role of specialist armed officers on security duties in airports and strategic positions” (Roycroft, 2014), this suggests that the idea of the traditional British officer might be changing. This type of armed policing is now more commonplace and is readily accepted by the general public. This is also supported by the fact that “Following 7/7 in London and the Derrick Bird case in Cumbria there have been media calls for more police officers to be armed on a routine basis” (Roycroft, 2014).
However, it has also been argued that increasing “police firearms capacity in the UK raises questions about how an armed police presence aligns with the British model of policing and the notion that police officers are ‘civilians in uniform’” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021). This literature suggests that by arming officers in the UK you would move further away from the ‘civilian in uniform’ idea and further towards a more ‘militaristic’ looking police force. This has also been reinforced by others who suggest that “the age‐old tradition of policing in England and Wales, represented through the strategy of unarmed policing, is being slowly eroded by the incorporation of a paramilitary style that has its origin in colonial policing practices” (Mukhopadhyay, 2012).
This literature clearly suggest that the arming of police officers goes against the traditional values of British policing.
Police militarization can be described as “The use of military equipment and tactics by law enforcement officers. This includes the use of armoured personnel carriers (APCs), assault rifles, submachine guns, flashbang grenades, sniper rifles” (Wikipedia, 2022). 
Concerns around the militarization of police has been raised in the past years with some people saying that “Police militarization is directly tied to the state of exception” (Mihal, 2015) referring to the exceptional states that terroristic incidents leave.
In summary it can be said that there is a strong argument that the routine arming of all officers does contradict the traditional values of the British police. However it can also be argued that these values could also be seen as outdated and not suitable to deal with the evolving threat of organised crime and terrorism. 
The literature in this area clearly shows a wide range of opinions on this topic but there does not seem to be any data on the public’s opinion regarding these matters.
Although there is an obvious link between routinely armed officers and the traditional values of British policing there is no data available relating to the public’s opinion of the relationship between the two and whether it detrimentally effects the latter.
 This is another area in which I believe there to be a gap in the research that needs to be filled.



2.6 Links between terrorism and armed police
Unfortunately, in the past decade many countries in Europe have been the subject of a number of attacks by various terroristic organisations and individuals. Since 2010 alone in the UK there has been 18 ‘successful’ terrorist attacks (Wikipedia, 2022) with the definition of a terrorist attack being:
“The use or threat of one or more of the actions listed below, and where they are designed to influence the government, or an international governmental organisation or to intimidate the public. The use or threat must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause.
The specific actions included are:
serious violence against a person;
serious damage to property;
endangering a person's life (other than that of the person committing the action);
creating a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public; and
action designed to seriously interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system.” (CPS, 2022).
Meanwhile, in the same period of time in France, there has been 46 successful terrorist attacks (Wikipedia, 2022) with most of these attacks involving the use of firearms.
After conducting thorough research into these figures there does not appear to be any reliable research into why this figure is so much higher than here in the UK and whether this is linked to the police use of firearms or some other factor. This appears to be one of the areas in which there is a large gap in the current research.

2.7 Conclusion of literature review
In conclusion I believe that I have identified a number of gaps in the research that need to be filled. These include finding out the public opinion on officers being armed whilst not in the immediate aftermath of an attack/incident. Researching this would allow me to gather more of an accurate opinion on the matter when people are not as emotionally connected. The same principal should be applied to officers’ opinions as there appears to be no recent data on this subject. I also need to examine whether members of the public and officers believe that arming officers goes against the values of British policing and at the same time establish whether people believe that these principles are out of date for the modern age. I will attempt to provide information on all of these questions in chapter 3.

Chapter 3: Methodology


3.1 -This chapter will be identifying the methodology and approach I have chosen to investigate whether the public in England and Wales are ready and willing for routinely armed officers to police our streets. The research objectives are;
· To explore society/public opinion/perspective on routinely arming the police in England and Wales. 
· To evaluate if routinely arming officers increases public confidence in the police. 
· To explore the impact that armed officers have in neighbouring countries.
· To explore if carrying a firearm contradict the tradition British values of policing?
In this chapter I will justify the method I have chosen for the collecting of information and the approach I will take when conducting my research. Any ethical issues will also be explored with reference to the relevant guidelines or codes of practice.
Qualitive data could be defined as “non-statistical and is typically unstructured or semi-structured. This data isn’t necessarily measured using hard numbers used to develop graphs and charts. Instead, it is categorized based on properties, attributes, labels, and other identifiers” (Picknell, 2021). According to this definition you could draw the conclusion that Qualitive data can be used as a ‘Why?’ question. This type of data is extremely valuable as it is “investigative and is often open-ended” (Picknell, 2021).
3.2- Mixed Methodology
“The process which makes use of multiple methods in a single study is described as triangulation (Reinhortz 1992) and is a process which attempts to map out or explain complex situations in greater detail by examining phenomenon such as human behaviour from a number of different positions. It achieves this by using information that is both quantitative and qualitative and is a process that allows comparison of a wide range of data, including interviews, observations, documents and surveys (Whyte 1981) and Fielding and Fielding (1986). By using a multiple method approach it is believed that the two key issues of reliability and validity will be addressed.” (Bryman, 2001)
  To effectively gather the required information, I will be using a mixture of qualitive and quantitative data. I will be focusing on mainly quantitative data for my research as I feel that the type of information I require falls primarily into this category. I feel this approach will deliver better results and accurately portray the publics opinion on this subject.

Alternatively, the other form of data is known as quantitative - “quantitative data is statistical and is typically structured in nature, meaning it is more rigid and defined. This data type is measured using numbers and values, making it a more suitable candidate for data analysis” (Picknell, 2021).
 To effectively gather the required information, I will be using a mixture of qualitive and quantitative data. I will be focusing on mainly quantitative data for my research as I feel that the type of information I require falls primarily into this category. I feel this approach will deliver better results and accurately portray the publics opinion on this subject.
3.3 Method
The type of qualitative research methods I considered was the use of focus groups or semi-structured interviews. I considered this method because it would have allowed me to gather people’s opinions on the topic and probe with further questions for more details if required. This type of data gathering technique would be beneficial as it allows “for an open response in the participants own words rather than a ‘yes or no’ type answer” (Schmidt, 2004). Furthermore, this type of research method would allow me to gather information for a specific group (chosen at random) from a certain demographic or group from society. 
Consideration should also be given to the fact that this method also has its downsides. The main downside is that “focus group participants are sometimes reluctant to deal with sensitive topics in a discussion setting, when compared with an individual interview or a survey” (Berkes, 2004). It has been found that the more sensitive or controversial the topic being discussed the less likely the individuals are to honestly contribute to the research. As the topic that I am researching could be considered sensitive to certain individuals I do not believe that this method would be wholly appropriate to carry out as it is likely to yield potentially unreliable results.
After considering these issues I decided that the most appropriate method for carrying out research would be through the use of an online survey. I believe this would be the most appropriate and beneficial method for a number of reasons. 
Firstly, this method would allow me to gather both qualitative and quantities data. This is because I can use both questions that can be converted into data as well as using free text boxes to ask the participants opinion. I also believe this method to be appropriate as it negates the main issue that was identified with the focus groups and semi structed interviews. This being that an online survey allows the participants to remain anonymous during the whole process. With anonymity also comes the added benefit of gaining more honest feedback from participants. “When a survey is anonymous, respondents are more inclined to discuss sensitive issues and provide more detailed and honest feedback” (Cleave, 2021). I believe that this point alone demonstrates that this type of research is better suited to topics of controversy and more sensitive issues. As previously stated, my research topic falls into this category and is therefore an appropriate approach for this research.
I have also chosen to undertake this research online as I believe this will increase the potential amount of respondents to my survey as it can be distributed far easier than in person.

3.4 Ethical issues
The securing of people’s personal views, beliefs and information of every participant in the survey will be vitally important. All research conducted is in line with the University of Wales, Trinity St David’s ethical guidelines and code of conduct. Ethical approval was also sought from the university before any research was undertaken.
In order to comply with the Data Protection Act, all information collected will not be held for any longer than necessary. Information on how the data will be handled and processed will be displayed to the participant before the survey begins. No data that could be used to identify a particular participant will be collected or stored. The survey will be conducted with complete anonymity of all the participants.
In addition, due to the potentially sensitive nature of the topic being discussed, a health warning will be displayed at the start of every survey and participants will be given the opportunity to skip questions that they do not feel comfortable answering.
3.5 Time scales and limitations of survey
The research will be undertaken over a five week period with the survey remaining live the entire time before being taken down. The survey will be distributed online and will have no restrictions on what respondents can answer in that time. The survey will also encourage respondents to share the survey to other potential participants. Over this five week period I aim to achieve 30 respondents.

Chapter 4- Presentation and analysis of data 
4.1 This chapter will be focusing on the analysis and presentation of data which was collected from the survey that was discussed in Chapter three. 
The information gathered from the data aims to identify the following points:
· To explore society/public opinion/perspective on routinely arming the police in England and Wales. 
· To evaluate if routinely arming officers increases public confidence in the police. 
· To explore the impact that armed officers have in neighbouring countries.
· To explore if carrying a firearm contradict the tradition British values of policing?
To ensure anonymity during the survey, only information relating to age range and gender was sought . No other personal data was collected. In total the survey received 22 respondents and was made public for 4 weeks. The survey was targeted at UK residents who are not currently associated with any UK police force.
The demographics of the respondents can be seen as follows;
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Looking at this data, it can be seen that 91.7% of respondents were male with most of these being aged 18-25.
4.2 Perspective on routinely arming police officers
When asked whether they believe that British police officers are currently appropriately equipped, 75% of respondents said that they believe that they are. 
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When asked why they thought that British police are currently appropriately equipped one participant stated that ‘They adequately respond to all types of situations today’ while another stated that ‘They have tasers and batons to contain a violent person. They do not need anything else’. This appears to be the consensus among participants who state that the police are currently appropriately equipped.
However, 25% of respondents stated that they do not believe that the police are currently appropriately equipped. Many respondents provided reasons for this opinion.  One participant who believed this stated ‘They are literally at risk of being stabbed by kids every single day, they need more protection’.
The data collected from my survey clearly shows that the majority of respondents think that the police currently carry the correct level of equipment to police effectively in the UK.
Similar research was carried out in 2015 by BMG Research. Data collected from their survey concluded that 58% of participants said that they “believed police officers should be routinely armed, whereas 42% were opposed” (BMG Research, 2015). These results could be due to several factors which include, but are not limited to, sample size and the demographic of people surveyed. The data from the survey was also collected around the time when numerous terror attacks were taking place. This could have impacted their opinions; however further research would need to be conducted to draw an exact conclusion to this. 
Following on from this question, participants were asked whether they would support British officers carrying a firearm as part of routine equipment. The results can be seen below;
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The data shows that 66.7% of respondents do not believe that officers should routinely carry a firearm while 33.3% believe they should. These percentages are very similar to the previous question, however some people who previously stated that they believe that officers are already appropriately equipped, would still support officers becoming routinely armed.
Respondents were again asked for reasons for their choices. One respondent who does not believe that officers should be routinely armed stated  ‘Considering that criminals in the UK are rarely armed with guns, I don't see any reason to equip policemen with guns either. In the occasional situation where guns are needed, firearms officers tend to be incredibly quick, so there's no reason for beat officers to carry them’. 
Another respondent also suggested something similar by saying ‘Arming the police makes it more likely that serious criminals will be armed’. These are just a few of the reasons provided by respondents as to why police should not be routinely armed. These opinions are echoed multiple times and appears to be one of the main arguments against arming officers. 
Respondents who support arming officers also provided reasons for their opinion. These included but are not limited to the belief that it would ‘Enable police to protect the vulnerable more easily and safely’. Another prominent opinion was ‘Police would be able to deal with acts of terrorism and violent offenders without risking the safety of others’. These results show that the most echoed argument provided by supporters of routinely arming police revolves around protecting themselves and the public from acts of terrorism.
The next question in the survey asked participants if they believed that officers would ever become armed in the UK. The results can be seen below.
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Interestingly, looking at the responses to this question, 81.8% of respondents did not believe UK police would ever be routinely armed. Analysing these results further it can be seen that, even the majority of those who support arming officers, do not believe that routine arming would ever take place. Some of the reasons provided for this include ‘most people in Britain would not support this out of fear of Britain becoming like the USA where police shoot many innocent people’ and ‘British officers are traditionally unarmed and arming officers would completely ruin this image’
4.3 How would routinely arming officers’ effect the public confidence and police image.
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This graph shows that 50% of respondents are very comfortable approaching officers while only 8.3% feel very uncomfortable. The rest of the respondents lay somewhere in between with the majority (83%) feeling somewhat comfortable with approaching officers.
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When answering this question, 50% stated that they would feel less comfortable approaching officers if they were armed, while 16.7% stated that they would feel more comfortable. The remainder of the respondents (33%) said they would be as comfortable approaching officers regardless of whether they were armed or not.
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83.3% of respondents also stated they believed that public confidence in police would decrease if they were armed with 83.3% also believing that police involved shootings would increase. 
Some of the reasons provided for confidence decreasing included the following quotes:             ‘I don't trust them with deadly weapons, to be honest. Most of them probably wouldn't kill anybody, but that's not good enough’ and ‘It is unnecessary and would inevitably lead to the deaths of innocent people’
This data appears to agree with previous research. Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson (2021) stated public acceptance of armed officers is often linked to a strong emotional response rather than a logical one. When “Lacking direct knowledge of what armed police can do and achieve, people fall back on emotion, feeling, and trust to form preferences about policy” (Yesberg, Bradford and Dawson, 2021).
Although it cannot be fully proven, in this instance it would appear that this is the case in these responses as there is no data to suggest that routinely arming officers would lead to an increased number of police shootings.

The final question in the survey related to the perception respondents had of routinely armed officers while travelling abroad.
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The results were extremely interesting with the vast majority of participants 72.4% indicating that they did feel safe around armed officers. This is in complete contrast to the result of the earlier question when 50% of people replied that they would feel less comfortable if UK police officers were routinely armed. I feel this is an area that would benefit from further research in order to try to establish the reasons why people tend to feel secure and comfortable around routinely armed police abroad but not at home in the UK.

Chapter 5- Summary and conclusions

Following on from the analysis of my research data, this chapter will aim to establish if the research has been successful in answering the question - ‘Are they British public ready for routinely armed police officers?’ 
This chapter will also aim to summarise my research and recognise its limitations.

· The research was successful in obtaining the opinion/perspective of the public regarding routinely arming officers in England and Wales. I used an online survey to gather this data. My intention was to attract responses from members of the public that represented the views of all sections of society. Both quantitative and qualitive data was collected.
· The research demonstrated that a large proportion of the public do not support the routine arming of officers. However, I believe that the research also showed a correlation between people’s emotions and their opinions on arming officers.
5.1 My research conclusions compared to previously published research literature.
Research published in 2017 stated that 72% of the British public supported the routine arming of officers (Sky News, 2017); however, this is in stark contrast to my research which showed that 66.7% did not support the arming of officers.  The result obtained from my research is near polar opposite to the literature produced by Sky News.
In order to try to establish the reason for these conflicting conclusions, further analysis of the data needs to be carried out. The source of the 2017 research was Sky News which is a large news and media company. This type of media outlet often tries to grab the public’s attention with controversial headlines and sensationalised articles.  I believe that this can prey on people’s insecurities/fears and influence their view on emotive issues such as routinely arming UK police officers. Therefore, the validity of the research carried out by Sky News could be brought into question.
However, it must be acknowledged that other research carried out has established similar results and conclusions to that of Sky News. BMG research (a reputable research company) published research data that concluded that 58% of the public support the arming of officers (BMG research, 2015). 
I have established that my research has concluded that the British public are against the routinely arming of police officers and this is in complete contrast to the previous research published by both Sky News and BMG research. It is impossible to determine the reason for the reversal in public opinion, however there are number of possible influencing factors: 
· The original research was carried out between 2015-17 when a number of high-profile terrorist attacks had taken place in Britain and other European countries. I believe that this may have led the public to fear an increase in the risk of further attacks and an emotional response to this was to call for more armed police.  

· Since 2017 there has been several high-profile incidents involving the use of police firearms which may have had a negative impact on the public’s perception of police. The most recent of which was the fatal shooting of Chris Kaba by a Metropolitan Police Officer in South London in September 2022.
Further research would need to be carried out to establish whether the emotional response to the above incidents was a factor in influencing how the public formed their opinions on armed police. There is research literature published by Yesbert, Bradford and Dawson which supports this theory. This research states that there is a connection between people’s emotional response to a topic and their opinion when they lack direct knowledge about it.
Further analysis of my research data also suggests that emotions are an influential factor in the public’s perception of armed police; 50% of people surveyed said they would feel less comfortable approaching officers if they were armed. While in contrast 72.4% stated they felt safe around armed officers abroad. It could be argued that there are two possibilities for this contradiction; either the public do not trust British police officers to carry firearms or they prefer the image of the traditional “Bobby”. However as 66.6% of people surveyed responded that they have confidence in the police, this again suggests emotion rather than facts influences their opinion of armed policing in the UK.

5.2 Limitations
It has to be acknowledged that there are certain limitations to my research.
 The sample size of 22 people is not ideal as it is only a small number when compared with other research that has been carried out. This potentially means that results could be less accurate than the research previously discussed. 
It is important to note that 91.7% of my respondents were males with 58.3% of my respondents being aged 18-25.
This is certainly limiting as it only provides data from a limited demographic section of society. If the demographic was wider, then the results might be different. I also understand that if the research was undertaken again then the survey could be distributed in other ways which could allow for a response from a more diverse proportion of the population.
5.3 Summary
To summarise the objective for my research was:
· To explore public opinion/perspective on routinely arming the police in England and Wales. 
· To evaluate whether routinely arming officers increases public confidence in the police 
· To explore the impact of routinely armed officers in neighbouring countries
I believe that all these objectives have been met. I have established what the public opinion of arming officers is while studying the impact that routinely arming officers would have on public confidence in policing while comparing this to other continental countries. 
The data obtained from my research has been analysed to try and understand the reasons for responses that were provided, while comparing my results to that of other published research.
5.4Recommendations
The following recommendations are based on the opinions drawn from the research conducted. The research shows that the majority of participants stated that they would not support the routine arming of officers and outlined that they would feel less comfortable approaching officers if they were armed. They also stated that they felt comfortable approaching armed officers abroad.
Recommendation 1.
 Establish why British police present a different image to foreign officers- Conduct further research into the ‘image’ of the British police officer and establish why people felt more comfortable around foreign armed officers as opposed to British ones.
Recommendation 2.
Further education around the routine arming of officers – Looking at the research it is possible that this apparent ‘fear’ of routinely armed officers’ stems from lack of knowledge in the subject.  As a whole British society is traditionally reserved when it comes to the subject firearms and a predominant anti-gun culture exists. If the government ever took the decision to routinely deploy armed officers onto the streets of the UK a large public education campaign would need to be undertaken to gain the publics trust. Without such a programme of education and engagement it is highly unlikely that the public would ever fully support such a transition in policing in England and Wales.
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