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Action Points:
1. Go into more depth with the theories
2. And link different theories together, also use psycho-social theories, not only learning theories.
3. Be more critical, meaning, identify barriers and compare different approaches.







Literacy – A key to learning.

‘Literacy describes a set of skills, including speaking, listening, reading and writing, which enable us to make sense of the world around us.’ (Welsh Government, 2013)
Many theorists have played a significant part in the development of literacy within education. Within this response I will focus on three theorists which have had the most influence on cognitive development and individuals learning experiences. Lev Vygotsky’s Social Constructivist theory (1962), B.F. Skinner’s Behaviourist theory (1957) and Noam Chomsky’s Nativist theory (1950) all have a similar outlook on development. I will aim to compare and contrast these theorists and include statements from School A’s practices and policies whilst reflecting on my contribution to broadening the literacy skills of key stage 3 pupils.  
Vygotsky (1986) constructivist theory highlights the importance of social interaction to develop intellectual development. He considered interaction with peers to play a significant part in allowing individuals to construct meaning to their learning. By communicating with a More Knowledgeable Other (MKO) such as their peers, adults or teachers can aid the individuals learning. Allowing them to gain a different perspective from someone who has a greater understanding, also known as the Zone of Proximal Development. Vygotsky also considered learning to be an active process. It is important for teachers where possible to provide scaffolding to support their pupils who face barriers to their learning. Teachers within School A will provide many styles of scaffolding such as differentiated exercises to promote progression not only in literacy and language but across the curriculum.
Skinner (1957) shared similar views to Vygotsky. He perceived learning to be an active process with the idea individuals are born with a ‘blank slate’. He considered how children learn language through receiving positive or negative reinforcement by associating words with meanings. (Lumen, 2016) Skinner carried out a series of experiments using pigeons and rats to accustom them to behave in a particular manner and examine how they respond to positive and negative reinforcement. He then used his findings as a foundation to language acquisition. 
Unlike Skinner, Chomsky (1950) indicated that children are born with the basic foundations of language structures which are simply picked up and developed over time. Therefore, cannot be entirely gained by reinforcement. He heavily criticized Skinners approach and claimed that "if in fact our minds were a ‘blank slate’ we would be very impoverished creatures, indeed" (Crackerbarrel, n.d.) He also argued the views of psychologist Jean Piaget who believed children must have the mental capabilities to develop sufficient language skills of which must be innate.
Literacy has changed massively over the years and the awareness and importance has increased. As cited by Cater (2016), The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organizations (UNESCO) states ‘24% of youth ages 15-24 couldn’t read or write 50 years ago. Today, that number is less than 10%.’ With the change in society and increase of social developments, the importance of a good level of literacy is increasingly beneficial. All teachers through the guidance of Donaldson’s Successful Futures report (2015) are encouraged to implement literacy, numeracy and digital competency across the curriculum along with the four core purposes, to strive to develop innovative, independent and critical learners.
Failure to provide pupils with the fundamental literacy skills can hinder the individual’s chances to thrive in everyday life. 
‘Lacking vital literacy skills holds a person back at every stage of their life. As a child they won't be able to succeed at school, as a young adult they will be locked out of the job market, and as a parent they won't be able to support their own child's learning.’ (National Literacy Trust, 2017) 
Just like psychologist Jean Piaget (1936) who believed children develop in stages through interaction with the environment, in order to build a mental model of the world. Through the use of assimilation and accommodation they learn language. (McLeod, 2020) Therefore if a child lacks the fundamental literacy skills at different stages of their life then that could hinder the next stage and have detrimental effects to their development in life. Unlike Skinner and Vygotsky, Piaget believes children must establish strong mental structures in order for language development to occur. 
Supplying children with the tools and knowledge to reach the best of their ability is something every member of staff should aim to provide. Through the support of the school’s literacy coordinator elements of literacy should be implemented throughout the curriculum and schemes of work.
Students with strong communication skills are able to apply new schemas to previously learnt knowledge. However, some students fall short due to poor exposure to language and communication. According to Douglas (2018) 28% of children were unable to read well by the time they started secondary school, rocketing to 44% of children from disadvantaged backgrounds.’ Often children face multiple barriers to their learning. There is thought to be around five million people in the UK who lack literacy and numeracy skills where approximately ‘One in eight adults in Wales lack basic literacy skills’ (Gallant, 2019). School A recognise the connection between some of their pupil’s literacy skills and their backgrounds, so strive to supply them with additional support to raise their understanding so they can attain the basic literacy skills needed for further education, employment and everyday life.
‘Literacy plays a vital role in transforming students into socially engaged citizens. Being able to read and write means being able to keep up with current events, communicate effectively, and understand the issues that are shaping our world.’ (Best, 2014).
To ensure pupils have a sufficient level of literacy and are able to communicate effectively School A strive to install a curriculum, incorporating elements of the literacy framework to strengthening literacy, language and communication skills. School A recognise it is a shared responsibility and is ‘committed to raising the standards of literacy of all its pupils, providing them with opportunities across the curriculum to develop the ability to apply reading, oracy and writing skills effectively and consistently.’ (School A, Literacy policy, 2019) In order to enhance progression for students within School A, teachers are encouraged to use the six-stage Gibbs Reflective Cycle (1998). This helps them to critically reflect and evaluate how effective and efficient elements of their lesson prove to be and enables them to create an improved action plan for future lessons.
To seek to improve literacy skills, for my lesson I selected an extract from the book ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by author John Boyne. A well-known book about a nine-year-old boy whose family move to a home near a concentration camp where his father has become commandant. The extract I chose of the boy and his older sister looking out of the bedroom window was at a level the pupils within the group could understand. I wanted to select an extract appropriate for the pupils taking part to ensure they stayed engaged during the lesson. The objectives of my lesson were to read and deliver a task, designed to encourage pupils to communicate their feelings through class discussion and activate prior knowledge. Then by using their imagination create a story board of images incorporating text to illustrate what they were seeing out of the bedroom window. 
I commenced the lesson by introducing the learning objectives, what we were going to be reading, an overview of the task and a brief outline of the targets we aimed to achieve during the lesson. I had displayed the extract on the whiteboard as this allowed all pupils to be able to see and follow the story. Reading out loud to pupils and for them to be able to follow the text can positively impact a child’s memory. As cited by Hardach (2020) research carried out by psychologist Colin MacLeod shows: ‘that people consistently remember words and texts better if read aloud than if they read them silently.’ When reading aloud I tried to add expression by varying my pace and tone of voice between characters in an attempt to keep the pupils engaged. Visual tools were also added to scaffold and enhance the pupil’s imagination and to help them gain a visualisation of certain elements of the story. 
Going into the lesson I felt nervous and lacked confidence as due to the current pandemic and personal health reasons I have been unable to attend work as I had previously. Having been unable to work with the pupils for over a year, going back to the classroom was a daunting thought. As a result of this I had little knowledge of the pupil’s abilities, strengths, and weaknesses and the most appropriate way to deliver the lesson. However, as the lesson went on I started to settle in and gain more confidence and was able to gauge the group’s abilities. I tried to encourage the pupils to participate as much as possible by asking questions as I read the text. This helped me gain an understanding of whether the pupils were grasping the concept and aimed to broaden their knowledge and retain information. I hoped this would build their confidence, however this proved to be difficult as the pupils I had were very shy therefore they did not interact and contribute as much as I would have liked. In an attempt to encourage greater interaction, positive reinforcement strategies could be used in line with Skinners approach.
After the lesson I felt slightly deflated as the group seemed to lack confidence and had little interaction and participation within the lesson. This could be due to a number of different factors. Due to the current pandemic pupils have missed out on a substantial amount of school therefore some pupils may suffer from anxiety being back in the classroom and participating. Some may lack the confidence they had previously or due to an additional learning need. 
If I was to repeat the lesson again, I would include a more practical section to try and persuade the pupils to participate more and have a more active part in the learning process. In line with Piaget, Vygotsky and John Dewey’s theories where for some pupils a more active, kinaesthetic approach to learning is more beneficial. To try and add more energy to the lesson I could have moved around the class whilst reading, however, due to the current pandemic and social distancing guidelines this proved to be difficult and unable to achieve. I would also look at my time management to allow me to deliver more within the time I was given. Another way in which I could improve would be to look at the pupils within the group and adapt the lesson to better suit their abilities.
For the task I asked the pupils to create a story board to illustrate what we had just read and to include descriptions to add further explanation and detail. The purpose of this particular task allowed pupils to broaden their understanding, boost their self-esteem and work independently or collectively with a more knowledgeable other. To enhance pupil outcomes, I would integrate differentiated task sheets to scaffold and aid their learning. Donaldson (2015, p.53) states in his successful futures report ‘children and young people will progress at different rates and that there should be an emphasis on ensuring sound foundations in learning as the best basis for progression’. This simple tool, looks to improve pupil participation, providing tailored support to assist a task which is beyond the individual’s ability. Just like Vygotsky proposes, students should be encouraged to participate in highly sociable learning experiences however due to prolonged periods of time where students have been exposed to home learning this has led to them becoming withdrawn, socially reserved, and lacking the fundamental skills required for my lesson. To overcome these barriers, I would look to include a starter task whereby students would be encouraged to work collectively, communicating with one another from the offset, which in turn can lead to more successful outcomes. To optimize pupil engagement, I would look to introduce collaborative reading, where students are encouraged to take it in turns to read a sentence from the text as I found students really struggled to remain focused.
Overall, I believe my task made a positive impact on the development of literacy skills due to incorporating the use of visual aids, oracy and writing skills. In line with School A’s literacy policy (2019) the ambition is ‘to develop pupils thinking, articulate responses and communicate effectively’ whilst ‘enabling all students to gain access to all aspects of the curriculum’. Building on pupil’s literacy skills can only have a positive outlook on behaviour, increase attendance and boost attainment. Staff at School A’s main ambition is ‘to help each individual achieve his/her maximum potential within a caring, safe and supportive environment’. (School A, Equal Opportunities Policy, 2018). Language is the essence of thinking and is integral, not just to effective communication, but to learning, reflection and creativity. (Donaldson, 2015)
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