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	NAME: Tom Greenwood 

	STUDENT ID No.: 
2124947

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

Dangerous Dogs – How has new legislation changed policing?

INTRODUCTION:


This dissertation will show research and understanding around the subject of dangerous dogs. This topic has been chosen and is worthy of an undergraduate degree due to the uprising media popularity with statistics showing “that between 2019 and 2023 there were approximately 70 deaths caused by dangerous dogs” (Office for national statistics, 2023). There needs to be a change in legislation to tackle dangerous dogs and prevent further attacks. This dissertation will look at previous legislation and compare new legislation which has been brought into circulation as recently as February 2024. For example, updates to Dangerous Dog legislation have added the “XL Bully” breed of dog to the list of band breeds. This has been implemented and is being policed by all police forces in England and Wales and rules must be followed by owners of the breed, which is illustrated when it states, “It is a criminal offence to own an XL Bully dog in England and Wales unless you have a valid certificate of exemption”. (Gov.uk, 2024). There is a gap in research around police officers and how this update will affect the way that they police. Information will be gathered from working police dog handlers and local/response officers to understand, the changes this has had on there role and their thoughts around whether this will decrease the number of dog attacks in the future.   




	




SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


Objectives – 

1. Compare new legislation with older legislation and illustrate the improvements that have been made. 
2. Assess the changes that new Dangerous Dog legislation will have on the policing role. 
3. Consider the effectiveness of how new legislation will decrease the number of dog attacks in England and Wales. 


The steps that will be taken to answer the research aim will be as follows –
For the first objective, research will take place around previous dangerous dog legislation with the aim to compare and highlight the strengths and weaknesses with new legislation which has been brought in recently. Comparison will emphasise statistics of dog attacks and by the end of my writing, new statistics will show either an increase or a decrease since the new legislation has been brought in. This method of research is affective as stated, “Comparing and contrasting is a common writing technique to generate analysis on two or more ideas” (TheWritingCentre, 2024). 
For the second objective, analysis will take place from results gathered from interviews and questions from serving police officers. This step will help answer the research aim and question due to opinions of serving police officers on how their role will be affected due to new dog legislation. 
For the third objective, the step that will be taken to achieve this will be further analysis and linking this objective to the first to allow statistical comparison around the effects of the new legislation and whether stricter guidelines for owners will prevent dog attacks and reduce the amount that occur each year. 





	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There are many different aspects to Dangerous Dog literature that will be utilised in this dissertation, these being legislation articles, police case studies and other relevant articles. 
The focus of this dissertation will be around police legislation, mainly the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (Legislation.gov, 2024). This legislation will be illustrated and evaluated around the recent updates that have been made and supported with research results gathered from the target sample. 
The next piece of literature that will be considered in the research will be the Department for Food Rural Affairs (Gov.uk, 2024). This is due to its involvement in the dog legislation and illustration will take place around this. 
There is also a gap in research which exploration will take place around and as updates have only recently been implemented and are being policed by forces in England and Wales, gathering information and completing questionnaires and interviews with police officers will outline the major change the new updates have affected their role and how they have adjusted to them. This research will be effective and fill the gap in the topic as this dissertation will highlight opinions around the effectiveness of new legislation written in articles compared to officer’s personal opinions with the support from statistical research methods. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 


 The research methods that will be used for this assignment will mainly be focused on information gathering in the form of interviews and questionnaires. This will allow statistical facts to support the research aim and question and allow comparison to take place against the information gathered before the new dog legislation was implemented. This method is effective and can be defined as “the systematic process of collecting, organising and analysing data, facts and knowledge from various sources to obtain insights, generate knowledge and support decision making” (LIS Education, 2023). 
Analysis of literature will also take place and allow further comparison between old and new documents around dangerous dog research. This will give an insight into the requirement for research into the topic and evidence to support the research aim. 



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 


The sample target for this research will be serving police officers who have an insight into the topic and can provide information to support the requirement for analysis of the objectives. This target sample is appropriate due to limited research into the topic currently and this will ensure that appropriate results will be gathered to allow evaluation and comparison between results. Majority of the target sample will be serving or ex policed dog handlers who will have an understanding and could be described as experts in the topic and others will be local/response police officers who could provide an alternative opinion in the matter. It is important for experts in the field to be included in the research because you can “find the most relevant information for your topic and assignment to ensure the quality and reliability of your research” (Healey Library, 2023).




	ETHICAL ISSUES:

No ethical issues in this dissertation. 

	TIME SCALE:

For this research, there will be different stages which will allow initial evaluation to take place, then gather research from experts and non-experts in the topic area to gain opinions and statistics and finally a comparison between research gathered at the start around previous dangerous dog legislation with officers’ opinions and articles written about new legislation and their effects on the public and the police.
This will have a time scale of approximately 6 months to gather due to new legislation only being put in place as of recently. This will also allow efficient results to be gathered.
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