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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
 
This topic is worthy of consideration because it addresses a current and increasingly significant issue within Criminology, policing, and online extremism. Incel communities have attracted increased attention over the past decade due to their association with misogynistic ideology, grievance based narratives, and acts of real world violence such as the 2018 Toronto attack, as well as the 2014 Isla Vista killings by  Elliot Rodgers (Hoffman, Ware, and Shapiro, 2020; Baele, Brace, and Coan, 2021). The Black Pill ideology is significant because it encourages nihilist fatalistic beliefs surrounding gender relations, rejection, and male victimhood/suffering, which may contribute to the normalisation and or justification of violence (Lindsay, 2022). 
The topic of incel (involuntary celibate) extremism is suitable for an undergraduate dissertation because it allows for the investigation of an emerging criminological issue, while also engaging in wider discussions surrounding radicalisation, online extremism, masculinity, and violence against women and girls. 
This study on incel extremism is valuable because it focuses on how it is perceived  by the general public, rather than specialist groups, providing primary data on whether it is seen as a credible pathway to violence in the UK. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives: 

Aim:
This study aims to critically examine the Black Pill ideology within incel communities, and explore its potential role as a pathway to violence. It also aims to investigate how incel extremism is understood by the public in order to  assess whether it is perceived as a credible emerging threat within the UK.
Objectives:
· Identify the core beliefs, narratives, and characteristics associated with the Black Pill ideology.
· Critically evaluate whether the Black Pill ideology aligns with recognised theories of radicalisation and extremism and the implications for managing risk.
· Explore how the public understands incel extremism, and whether it is seen as a credible emerging threat in the UK.


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

Existing literature suggests that incel communities are not simply online discussion spaces for socially isolated men, but instead, can function as ideological environments in which grievance, entitlement, resentment, and hostility towards women and girls is normalised. Ging (2019) shows that incels reside within the wider “manosphere”, and how these spaces reproduce and reinforce gendered hierarchies and hostile forms of masculinity. This helps frame the incel identity as a social construct rather than purely individual or psychological. Hoffman, Ware, and Shapiro (2020) expand on the argument by examining whether incel violence should be viewed as a legitimate extremist threat, particularly where misogynistic worldviews, and the sanctification of attackers such as Elliot Rodgeers and Alek Minassian (Baele, Brace, and Coan, 2021), and online echo chambers overlap. 
The central concept in this dissertation is the Black Pill ideology. The “Black Pill” portrays romantic and sexual rejection as biologically fixed and irreversible, this encourages a nihilistically fatalistic resentment, and belief that violence towards women is either understandable or inevitable (Anti-Defamation League, 2019).  Baele, Brace, and Coan’s (2021) study of the 2018 Toronto attack shows how incel discourse within an echo chamber can construct a worldview built around humiliation, victimhood, and violence. O'Malley, Holt, and Holt (2022) examines the overlap between incels and the wider misogynistic online communities within the manosphere, and shows that incel ideology is situated within broader digital cultures of hatred towards women rather than it being an isolated phenomenon. This dissertation will utilise radicalisation theory to assess the Black Pill ideology and whether it shares features with other extremist belief systems. This does not mean assuming all incels are terrorist, but instead using radicalisation frameworks to assess whether the movement shows patterns associated with ideological escalation, such as grievance, identity fusion, in group verse out group thinking, moral disengagement, and legitimisation of violence (McCauley and Moskalenko, 2008). Borum’s (2011) work on defining radicalisation and the development of the “four stage model” is useful as a broad theoretical standpoint, while more recent studies examine whether incel violence is best explained through extremism, misogyny, and mental health, or a combination of all (De Roos, Veldhuizen-Ochodničanová, and Hanna, 2024). The 2024 Predicting harm among incels report (Whittaker, Costello, and Thomas, 2024) is the largest study done on incels to date, this report is particularly important because it found a complex relationship between mental health, ideological belief, and social networking, it also warned against reducing the issue to a simple “terrorism” label.
This dissertation will also use theories of masculinity and aggrieved entitlement. These are useful in explaining how some incle narratives are built around perceived loss, sexual exclusion, and resentment towards women and socially successful men (Thornburn, Powell, and Chambers, 2023). This literature helps the study in understanding how identity, humiliation, and exclusion can evolve into misogynistic ideology. 
Finally, this study will utilise UK policy and safeguarding literature, this is because this study is not just about what incels believe,  but also whether the public perceive incel extremism as a credible risk in the UK. The counter-terrorism strategy (CONTEST) (Home Office, 2023) will be used as key literature as it will situate the discussion within  counter-terrorism and prevention policy, along with Tackling violence against women and girls strategy (Home Office, 2021) which will provide a framework for understanding the public issue of misogyny rather than it being purely a private attitude. The Commission for Counter Extremism’s research completed by Swansea University is particularly important due to its debate on incels ideology as a mental health issue, counter-extremist, or hybrid response.  

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.
 
This research will use both quantitative and qualitative research methods based on an anonymous online survey. The survey will be distributed to adult members of  the general public to gather data on their awareness and perception of incel extremism, the Black Pill ideology, and to what extent they view it as a credible pathway to violence in the UK. This method allows data to be collected from a wide range of participants in a practical and time efficient way.
The survey will be created using Microsoft Forms, and will be circulated through appropriate public networks where access is possible. The survey will mainly include closed questions and Likert-scale questions to measure attitudes, awareness levels, and perceived risk. A small number of open ended questions will be included to allow participants to briefly expand on their viewpoints where relevant. 
The survey will be anonymous and voluntary, participants will be informed about the purpose of the research before taking part. They will also be informed of their right to withdraw at any point before submitting their response, and to skip any questions they do not wish to answer. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 
The target sample for this research will consist of adults aged 18 or over from the general public. This group has been selected because the study is concerned with the public perception of incel extremism and the Black Pill ideology. 
This research will use a non probability sampling strategy, based on convenience and purposive sampling. Participants will be recruited through the circulation of an anonymous online survey using Microsoft Forms across online platforms and networks where access is available. All participants will need to be aged 18 or over. The study will be adult respondents only, which is more appropriate given the topic. 
The aim of this sampling methodology is not to generate findings that can be generalised to the whole UK population, instead to gather a broad range of perception data from adult members of the general public. 
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