


Action Research Proposal Form 

Stage 1: Thematic concern.

The starting point of Action Research is for the Researcher/Practitioner to ask themselves the following questions so as to generate a research idea. 

Identifying themes.
· What area of practice am I interested in investigating?
· How do I improve practice? (Is there a problem? or is there something I need to find out? 
· How do I focus on small aspect teaching practise? what is the scope of the research?)My area of interest is…

· Exploring the role of HE in developing learner entrepreneurs who may want to start their own businesses.
· Exploring the role of HE in developing learners who choose a career path to have an entrepreneurial mindset when seeking a career path instead of self-employment.
· Exploring the business courses and the Entrecom model in the course content and observe if they are adding real-world commercialism.














Working Title of the research.
· What is the working title of the project. This can be changed throughout the project, but thinking about a title can help focus the study aims.
The Title of my research is …
Is the curriculum fit for purpose to help cater for the diverse needs of Entrepreneurial learners at entry level to HE business courses in being capable of starting a business or developing learners who choose a career path to have an entrepreneurial mindset when seeking a career path instead of self-employment?








Research aims and questions. 

· Express the problems you aim to address and your specific research questions for this study?

Research Aim:

· Explore the needs of young people post 16 education and ask why some choose FE or HE and others choose to go directly to employment or self-employment.
· Interrogation of secondary data gathered at the Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit which I organised in October 2022.
· Decipher the data to explore secondary data on the entry level curriculum and focus on HE courses at UVWTSD and ask if they are fit for purpose in offering learners a genuine opportunity in being fit for the challenge and having an entrepreneurial mindset when seeking employment or whether they have the right skills in becoming an entrepreneur on graduation. 
· To test this theory and keep the research focused I will explore what have been quoted in my initial exploration as exemplar models of entrepreneurship in education already developed in Finland and Macedonia.

Research Questions:

· All learners are different with different skills and may not want what may be discovered is an academic learning pathway that is too structured and linear albeit showing consideration for the ‘Entrecom’ model, so are entry level learners exposed to real commercial thinking and getting the right learning experience in terms pedagogy?
· Does the entry level curriculum have the right blende of academic and entrepreneurial based or real commercial input to hone an individual’s talents and help turn out relevant and strong business graduates to help build today’s diverse Welsh economy?

Stage 2 : Reconnaissance 

Setting out the context.

(cont)
Describe what it is you propose to study for the reader. Set out your introduction, context and scope of the investigation. (approx. 250 words)

In a recent Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit which I organised, seven speakers from organisations including Welsh Government, UWTSD and the Business Sector gave presentations outlining the business support structure in Wales for developing entrepreneurship and business start-up along with renowned academics outlining current thinking on how education particularly in the HE sector was acknowledging the need for teaching entrepreneurial skills within the curriculum via the Entrecom model.

The Careers Wales service further outlined careers support in finding employment and how they work with both DWP, FE and HE in helping young people into employment and it seemed that whilst this support was comprehensive there didn’t seem to be a joint working approach with one another and a more conveyor belt f candidates with the business sector present expressing the need for commercial astute candidates.

The summit further consisted of three one-hour breakout groups with a mix of FE, HE, the speakers, Senedd Members and MP’s along with business leaders discussing what the real story is in terms of what the young people actually think in terms of their aspirations and where they feel they will need support, what the expectation of HE is and what options they were looking at.

This research piece will seek to understand whether the pedagogy exist that offers a diverse range of learner’s entrepreneurial skills with a commercial credibility needed by the business sector.

It will focus on deciphering secondary data from the summit which is already in the public domain, exploring UWTSD as an example and its business course curriculum at HE level to see if this is a ‘bolt on’ to the curriculum or is there real commercial business input that will offer entrepreneurs, or entrepreneurial employees as valuable additions to help grow the economy of Wales.













· What area of education /what programme?
· Who are the learners, teachers?
· What is your interest or focus in this topic or? 
· What are you trying to learn about and understand?
· What is the phenomenon that you intend to investigate?



Conduct an initial literature search.
List around 15-20 sources for this investigation
“Differences between further and Higher Education Enterprise Education in South Wales” (2019) The proceedings of the 14th European Conference on Innovation and Entrepreneurship [Preprint]. Available at: https://doi.org/10.34190/ecie.19.249. 
“Entrepreneurship education in Australia” (2021) Annals of Entrepreneurship Education and Pedagogy – 2021 [Preprint]. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4337/9781789904468.00020. 
“Entrepreneurship education” (no date) Teaching Entrepreneurship to Undergraduates [Preprint]. Available at: https://doi.org/10.4337/9781781002001.00011. 
Henry, C. (2013) “Entrepreneurship education in he: Are policy makers expecting too much?,” Education + Training, 55(8/9), pp. 836–848. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1108/et-06-2013-0079. 
Ilonen, S. (2021) “Creating an entrepreneurial learning environment for entrepreneurship education in HE: The educator’s perspective,” Industry and Higher Education, 35(4), pp. 518–530. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1177/09504222211020637. 
Jones, P. and Colwill, A. (2013) “Entrepreneurship education: An evaluation of the young enterprise Wales Initiative,” Education + Training, 55(8/9), pp. 911–925. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1108/et-04-2013-0052. 
Jones, P., Maas, G. and Pittaway, L. (2017) “New Perspectives on Entrepreneurship Education,” Entrepreneurship Education, pp. 1–13. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1108/s2040-724620170000007006. 
Kruse, T.P. (2019) “Entrepreneurship education,” Making Change, pp. 105–113. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190849795.003.0013. 
Morris, M.H. and Liguori, E. (2017) Annals of entrepreneurship education and pedagogy - 2016. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing. 
Neck, H.M. and Liu, Y. (2021) Innovation in global entrepreneurship education: Teaching entrepreneurship in practice. Northampton: Edward Elgar Publishing. 
Penaluna, A., Penaluna, K. and Polenakovikj, R. (2020) “Developing entrepreneurial education in National School Curricula: Lessons from North Macedonia and Wales,” Entrepreneurship Education, 3(3), pp. 245–263. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1007/s41959-020-00038-0. 
Reichel, J., Rudnicka, A. and Socha, B. (2022) “Social Entrepreneurship: A poorly recognised element of entrepreneurship education at he institutions,” Przedsiębiorczość - Edukacja, 18(1). Available at: https://doi.org/10.24917/20833296.181.10. 
Thomas, B., Packham, G. and Miller, C. (2006) “Technological Innovation, entrepreneurship, Higher Education and economic regeneration in Wales,” Industry and Higher Education, 20(6), pp. 433–440. Available at: https://doi.org/10.5367/000000006779882922. 
UWTSD, W.D.T.- (no date) Business and management, Business and Management Courses | University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Available at: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/subjects/business-and-management/ (Accessed: November 30, 2022). 
UWTSD, W.D.T.- (no date) For business, UWTSD. Available at: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/for-business/ (Accessed: November 30, 2022). 











Stage 3: Plan 

Planning for data collection.

Set out the plan for the intended methods of data collection
· What types of data will you gather?
Secondary data after observation of live speakers (Recorded by me and since in the public domain) and analysis Power point slides (Already received and in the public domain) of seven speakers at the Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit organised by myself in October 2022 and presentations include:
· Careers Wales
· Welsh Government
· Big Ideas Wales
· Scott James, Coaltown Coffee Roasters
· Careers Development Institute
· Antur Cymru Enterprise
· UWTSD
Secondary data from three one-hour focus groups of twelve people each conducted as part of the Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit recorded by myself with permission for research use but not for public re broadcast. No names of details of those present will be divulged.

Secondary data exploration of course curriculum from business courses at HE level, UWTSD.

Secondary data exploration of anonymous questionnaires received at the Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit from young people and from speakers and from the delegates.

Secondary data research of exemplar models of entrepreneurship in education in Finland and Northern Macedonia.

· What are your tentative plans for data analysis?
A review of literature and evidence from observation at the Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit and follow up report by myself on viewing the speakers presentations, Power Points and review of the recordings of three Focus Groups.

· Consider the time you expect to spend doing which activities?
	Activity
	Subject
	Time

	Review/Scan through Video and make notes and observations.
	Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit 
	7 hrs

	Review and make notes from two recorded and one audio Focus Group.
	Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit
	3 hrs

	Review Power Point details and further links and wider reading.
	Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit
	5 hrs

	Review questionnaires 
	Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit
	1 hr

	Review business journals, websites and books.
	Wider reading around UWTSD and Entrepreneurship in Education
	10 hrs




What specific methods of data collection?

· Secondary data after attendance at Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit.
· Secondary data of observed Focus Groups.
· Secondary data from questionnaire data available from the Entrepreneurship and Careers Summit.
· Online literature research of books, websites and journals

Note :Ethical considerations

· Will you be gathering primary data? No
· If YES will you seek ethical approval for the investigation
NB; I will be completing an Ethical Approval Application.

Set out your plan below, using a flow chart or similar diagram

	Stage 1: Observation and Analysing the data from the Entrepreneurship and Business Summit to establish the support for entrants and graduates and what the entry level young people need or feel about their decision on what path to take.

· Video of the 7 speakers recorded over 4 hours.
· PowerPoint slides o he 7 speakers
· Listening to 1hour audio recording of 1 focus group f 12 people, a mix of FE, HE and Post 16 people, Welsh Government and other business stakeholders. 
· Watching 1hour x 2 video recording of 2 further focus groups a mix of FE, HE and Post 16 people, Welsh Government and other business stakeholders.




	Stage 2; Wider reading, following up on further reading that transpires from the 7 speakers and focus groups.



	Stage 3: Analyse what is actually offered by HE business courses using UWTSD as a focus 

· Exploring how the Entrecom model has been enthused into the courses.
· Explore what real world commercial busines exposure the business courses at HE level offer learners.



	Stage 4: Wider reading around Entrepreneurial Teaching in Wales and in the rest of the world:

· Wales and Entrepreneurship and teaching.
· The example of what has been perceived by one of the key speakers as progressive models in Northern Macedonia and Finland




	Stage 5: Literature review.

· Collating findings into an Action Research literature and research review.



	Stage 6: Establishing the methodology



	Stage 6: Completing and collation of the data.



	Stage 7: Challenging assumptions and findings and discussion of the pertinent points against the research question.



	Stage 8: Conclusion



	Stage 9: Recommendations.






