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The Missing Link between Science and Show Business: Exhibiting Gorillas and Chimpanzees in Victorian Liverpool – Dr Alexander Scott
The above referenced article written by Dr Alexander Scott was published in The Journal of Victorian Culture in 2019. [footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Alexander Scott, ‘The Missing Link Between Science and Show Business: Exhibiting Gorillas and Chimpanzees in Victorian Liverpool’, Journal of Victorian Culture, Vol.XX, No. XX, (2019), 1- 20] 

· Structurally the article begins with an abstract, goes on to points numbered from 1- 5 and ends with a conclusion
· The abstract summarises the geographical importance of Liverpool as a port specifically linked to West Africa – the ‘home’ of gorillas and chimpanzees. It also stresses whether the creatures were being displayed for scientific reasons or entertainment, the method of display was the same.
· Scott outlines the uses that the exotic animal trade was put to both entertainment and educational purposes (noting particularly the concept of the missing link).
· A short list of keywords is provided to support internet searches.
· Point 1 entitled Gorilla Mania dates the beginning of ‘gorilla mania’ to the middle of the 19th century coincidental with study of remains by Thomas Straughton Savage in 1847. Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of the Species (1859) furthered debate.
· Point 2 Gorillas in the Museum.
 Liverpool Museum exhibited various gorilla remains. The display seemed to promote the idea of the missing link i.e. we are evolved from apes. The entertainment side of exhibitions seemed particularly keen to promote this idea. Museums response was more reticent and measured.	Comment by Jane Jones: 
· Point 3 Liverpool Museum as a Centre of Calculation. 
Liverpool Museum collaborated and shared specimens with the American Museum of Natural History. British and American colonial gains led to a greater number of artifacts available for display. ‘ ….  universities, scientific laboratories, botanical gardens and museums all qualify as centres of calculation: notably, museum collections draw together artefacts and specimens for purposes of conservation, display and analyses.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid p.10] 

· Point 4 William Cross and the Exotic Animal Business. 
Attempts were made to keep museum displays apart from popular entertainment. ‘….  nineteenth-century public museums and comparable civic spaces to a significant degree staked their institutional authority against the less cerebral pursuits of mass entertainment.’[footnoteRef:3] William Cross successfully bridged the gap between scientific study and popular entertainment. [3:  Ibid p.12] 

· Point 5. Animal Trading and Empire. 
The developing colonial trade was helped by modernisation. Telegrams to communicate, paddle steamers for transport and developing railways all helped the trade in artefacts and specimens.


· Conclusion. 
Very few comments were gathered from visitors to museums and displays so what they understood and thought of what they had seen is impossible to gauge.

Dr Scott referenced a wide variety of sources in this article both primary and secondary. Newspapers such as The Illustrated Police News and Liverpool Mercury were referred to. Texts for example The Tiger that Swallowed the Boy: Exotic animals in Victorian England as well as magazine articles taken from for example Technology and Culture. 


