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Introduction 
The following report will highlight the importance of academia in areas such as referencing, critical thinking, the power of reflection and academic misconduct. Academia is defined on the Cambridge Dictionary (2023) as: “the part of society, especially universities, that is connected with studying and thinking, or the activity or job of studying”. This means it is the word used to cover the world of learning, teaching, and research at academic institutions such as colleges and universities. A major element of academia is research, finding reliable sources to support points made in academic writing is vital. When the information is found it needs to be correct and up to date to accurately be used in other academic work, research can be done using books, journals and websites. The following subjects of referencing, critical thinking, the power of reflection and academic misconduct will be discussed in detail highlighting the importance of these with academia. 
Referencing
An article on the Newcastle Universities (2023) website defines referencing as “how you acknowledge the source of the information you have used in your work”. This includes in-text citations and referencing in bibliography as well as taking quotes from books, websites and articles. They all need to be referenced correctly to give credit to the original author of the work being used to support various arguments, shown below are examples of the different types of referencing:
In-text citations: this gives the author(s) and publication date of a source you are referring to in the text.
Full references, these should be alphabetically listed in the reference list at the end of the work they give complete bibliographical information for all the sources referred to.
Source: Open university (no date)
The Harvard referencing tool is a tool widely used when referencing and is the tool used by universities in the UK. The website Scribbr (2023) describes the Harvard style as a in text citation stating the author and year it was written as well as the full details of source then given in the reference list at the end of the work also sometimes called the bibliography. 
A booklet created by the University of Otago (2017) explains that the importance of referencing is to show the readers that the research conducted has been thorough and allows them to find the source of information in case they should need any further updates on the subject. This is why it is so important in academic writing to correctly source all information presented so it is clear to the reader that the information provided is accurate and up to date. 
Critical thinking
Critical Thinking as Defined by the National Council for Excellence in Critical Thinking (1987) as the “intellectually disciplined process of actively and skillfully conceptualizing, applying, analysing, synthesising, and/or evaluating information” and where it is found or experienced. This is very important in academic writing as all assignments need to be presented with carefully thought-out ideas and research that supports these and critical thinking is needed to find and attain such information. 
Richard Paul and Linda Elder (2008) states that a well cultivated critical thinker: uses excellent communication skills to find solutions to hard to solve issues, asks the right questions when dealing with problems and can think outside the box to reach conclusions effectively. This is very important when discussing academia as without critical thinking when researching the topic of choice may not be able to find the correct information and misinterpret sources that may be vital evidence supporting their assignments. 
All university level work will entail some sort of critical thinking as in academic terms the ideas and theories presented by other scholars need to be considered to understand their theories and answer any questions students may have when researching new subjects. A YouTube video by York library, archives and learning services (2019) titled Being a critical consumer of information states that even tasks such as fact checking can be considered as critical thinking as regarding studying and writing assignments ensuring you are presenting correct and reliable information is vital. 
The power of reflection
Derek Cavilla (2017) stated in his journal that as during his time as a teacher he found that the power of reflection to be a useful tool when helping to improve students confidence in their abilities, he writes: “students have been made to feel like failures due to constant comparison with other students” This then affects their motivation to finish work as their perspective on their abilities is weakened without positive attention and feedback. Cavilla uses the idea of reflection as a tool to enhance their academic performance.
Regarding academia there are two purposes of reflection according to Ryan’s (2013) “reflection allows students to make sense of material/experience in relation to themselves and aid for future personal benefit”. Reflection activities allows students logically think and make sense of their writing practices (Dyment et. al, 2010) This is very beneficial in areas of academia such as writing assignments as a lot of research is involved in this and choosing areas of studying which will benefit them in the future such as choosing a course and subjects that will help towards attaining career goals. 
Academic reflections can also be conducted by understanding exactly what is expected of you in your work (University of Edinburgh, 2020). This can be achieved by following the briefs given when a new assignment is presented and having a talk with lecturers to ensure it is properly understood if any aspects remain unclear. The University of Edinburgh (2020) article on their website also states that Academic reflective writing requires the writer to analyse and be critical when approaching the argument of choice, using examples such as personal experience and literature. This genre of writing is popular in academia as it may be seen as easier to reflect upon something personally experienced as it will be a subject more familiar to the writer. 
Academic misconduct
Hughes and McCabe (2006) wrote that ‘academic dishonesty’, and ‘academic misconduct’ are often used when describing the “unethical behaviors in which some students engage while completing their academic work”. The Swansea University (no date) website states that the different aspects of misconduct include plagiarism, commissioning, grammar and paraphrasing software, collusion, breach of exam rules and falsification. In these current times there are certain software’s that will write an assignment for you such as Chat GBT with such software’s being so easy to access it is important to highlight the fact that Culwin and Lancaster (2001) wrote that even witnessing such behavior results in fellow students developing a sense of injustice, and as a result they experience low morale.
A common act of academic misconduct is plagiarism, a quote taken from the University of Kent (no date) website states that plagiarism is: “Reproducing in any work submitted for assessment or review and any material derived from work authored by another without clearly acknowledging the source”. As well as copying other students work and passing it off as their own to avoid accidental plagiarism it is vital the referencing is done correctly as all academic writing will contain information written by others to avoid blatantly copying others work it must be referenced correctly and can therefore be used to support assignments. 
Many universities will have a policy in place if academic misconduct is breached. Following this the student will usually receive a formal warning and this is then placed in their student record, and although it will not be presented to others it can be revealed if asked by a future employer (University of Kent, no date). It is therefore vital that misconduct policies are presented to all students and understood by them to avoid any mistakes being made and allowing them to reach their goals of attaining their degree honestly and confidently. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion using the evidence provided it shows that although sometimes students time in academic institutions and the workload that is required there can be difficult it is essential that all the above tools are implemented into their writing it can provide a guideline and standard to follow such as the points made in the referencing section are essential to avoid accidental plagiarism and ‘lazy’ work. It is also felt that the power of reflection can be a useful tool to gain confidence in what you are studying and writing about, the best way to reflect upon work is feedback, feedback can be a very good tool to find strengths and what can be improved upon by students from their lecturers. But academic misconduct policies need to be carefully understood not to face consequences. The above points all support the idea that academia is important as it is vital to learning and constant development of new ideas surrounding subject matters that are studied today and will continue to be studied for years to come. 
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