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Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]My chosen topic for the presentation is the influence of certain legislative changes made to the Athenian constitution in the middle to late 5th Century BC and how they contributed to the fiscal issues Athens underwent in the 4th Century BC. The primary focus will surround the connection between the supply of silver to Athens and the requirement within the polis for large amounts of cash to cover the cost of having a significant number of paid offices. The first of these legislative changes, which arguably paved the way for future changes to be made, was the legislation put in place by Pericles in c461BC during his reforms resulting in jury service becoming a paid office in Athens. The second change is that of the Diobelia which introduced a payment of two Obolos to each Athenian Citizen. The final of these changes appears to be a development from the reform of Pericles to include a larger number of state offices. These are significant as the argument I intend to present finds its basis within these changes resulting in the requirement for a large amount of physical currency to be present within the Athenian state. Furthermore, this requirement introduced its own issues in regard to cash flow.
