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Timeline

Archaic/Classical Periods
· 800BC - 500BC

           Greek colonisation period
          - By 800 BC some Greeks had begun to travel abroad, potentially in search of metal. Some settled on the north Syrian coast, in Italy and possibly on the south coast of the Black Sea (Forrest, 1988).  According to Thucydides, the main cause of colonisation was land-hunger. In addition, the colonies were common enterprises that maintained a close bond of kin-ship with their mother cities (Bury and Meiggs, 1978).
· 550BC – October 486BC 

            Darius I

            - Darius I was the Persian King from 522BC to 486BC. At this point the Persian Empire spanned from modern Afghanistan to Turkey, including Armenia and Egypt (Martin, 2000). Darius I pursued a policy of conquest in Thrace, Scythia and Macedonia and was determined to subject the southern city-states as well (Lévêque, 1994). This resulted in the Persian invasion of 490BC, culminating in the Battle of Marathon (Martin, 2000).
· 540BC - 478BC
            Gelon

- Gelon was a tyrant of Syracuse, the most powerful Greek city-state in Sicily. The military coalition of 31 Greek city states appealed to him for help to rebuff the Persian Invasion of 480BC (Martin, 2000). However, he refused to help as although he offered two hundred triremes and twenty thousand soldiers, the Spartans and Athenians wouldn’t allow him to hold the command (Herodotus 7.158).
· N/A – 490BC                                                                                                                   Hippias son of Peisistratus

· Hippias, son of Peisistratus was the eldest son of the tyrant of Athens and inherited his position upon his fathers’ death in 527BC. He gave his relatives and friends the positions of magistrates but also occasionally gave his rivals opportunities to serve as archons to diffuse social tensions (Martin, 2000). He was overthrown by Cleisthenes in 510BC, four years after his brothers’ murder. He then went to live with the Persians until his death in 490BC (Carr, 2017).
· 500BC – 323BC                                                                                                                 Classical Period

· The Classical Period is the modern term for the period from around 500BC to the death of Alexander the Great in 323BC. It’s beginning was marked by the rise of Athens from insignificant to an international power (Martin, 2000). It was during this period that philosophy, poetry, drama and art flourished and many of the well-known Greek historians like Herodotus and Thucydides lived at this time (Pomeroy et al, 2004).
· 519BC -  August 465BC                                                                                                       Xerxes
· Xerxes was the Persian King from 486BC to 465BC. He was the son and successor Darius I, the Persian King who was involved in the Battle of Marathon. He moved again to invade Greece, following in his father’s footsteps and looking for ‘revenge’ (Forrest, 1988). After crushing the Egyptian rebellion, he marched his forces on Greece, devastating many areas with the sheer number of troops he possessed and facing the ‘300’ of Sparta, commanded by King Leonidas in 480BC at the Battle of Thermopylae (Herodotus 7.130-227).
· 508/7BC                                                                                                                          Cleisthenes’ reforms
· Cleisthenes was the head of a noble Athenian family that had supported Solon and, with popular support, gave Athens a new socio-political structure which served it well for 200 years (Forrest, 1988). According to Herodotus, Cleisthenes re-organised the tribes of Attica and instituted democracy (Herodotus 6.131.1).
· N/A – 461BC                                                                                                                                Ephialtes the Athenian

· Ephialtes was Athenian statesman, responsible for a number of reforms to the Athenian Constitution. He made several changes to the powers of the Areopagus, the council that archons joined upon the end of their terms. These changes included removing their right to ‘impeach’ i.e. the processing of major offences against the state like treason. This responsibility was given to the council of five hundred and the assembly instead (Rhodes, 2006).
·  495BC – 429BC                                                                                                                                 Pericles the Athenian
· Pericles was another Athenian statesman, coming to the forefront of Athenian politics after the reforms of Epilates. In 451BC he instituted a law of citizenship that required all Athenian citizens to have both an Athenian mother and Athenian father, previously they only had to have an Athenian father (Rhodes, 2006). He was also an Athenian General but was deposed shortly before his death in 429BC (Hornblower, 1988).
· 490BC                                                                                                                                      Battle of Marathon
· The Battle of Marathon was the first in the five crucial battles of the Greco-Persian Wars (Fox, 2005). It came about after many Ionian, Aeolian and some Dorian cities in Asia Minor disposed of their tyrants and began an open revolt against the Persians. While the Spartan’s decided to stay out of it, the Athenian’s agreed to support the rebels. As a result, Darius I send a Persian fleet to land on Attic soil at Marathon. Athens came out victorious with some 200 casualties compared to the Persian 6000+ dead (Forrest, 1988).
· 480BC                                                                                                                                          Battle of Himera

· The Battle of Himera was the clash between the Carthaginian invaders and the Syracusans, led by Gelon, the tyrant. The Syracusans were victorious but the Carthaginians continued to have a presence in Western Sicily (Kallet, 2000). It is generally believed that the Battle of Himera occurred on the same day as the Battle of Salamis (Forrest, 1988).
· September 480BC                                                                                                            Battle of Salamis

· The Battle of Salamis was a naval battle between the Persian fleet of Xerxes and the Greek allied fleet, led by the Athenian, Themistocles (Forrest, 1988). The battle was fought in the narrow straits between mainland Greece and the island of Salamis, where the superior Persian numbers didn’t have a big impact and allowed the Greeks to be victorious (Kallet, 2000).
· 480BC                                                                                                                                 Battle of Thermopylae

· This Battle between the Persians and the Spartan-led force of the Greek Alliance took place in the narrow coastal pass of Thermopylae. Leonidas, the Spartan King, commanded a force of Peloponnesian soldiers, including the infamous ‘300’. The Greeks held the pass for two days but on the third the Persian’s found a mountain track and took them in the rear. The Greeks who remained were slaughtered to a man, bar the Thebans who surrendered (Forrest, 1988). 
· August 479BC                                                                                                                    Battle of Plataea

·  Plataea was another clash between the Greek alliance and the Persians, led this time by Mardonius, Xerxes’ general. Pausanias, the regent for Leonidas’ son, led the Greek force. It was a chaotic affair in the south of Boeotia but the Greek Hoplites, primarily the Spartans, managed to push through the Persian lines to victory (Forrest, 1988).
· 27th August 479BC                                                                                                                    Battle of Mykale
·  At a similar time to the Battle of Plataea, the Persian and Greek fleets clashed where the Persians were crushed by the Athenian-led fleet (Martin, 2000). This Battle marked the end of the Persian Wars. While the war was a decisive victory for the Hellenic League, Sparta and Athens could take the most credit for the victory (Kallet, 2000).

· 460BC – 445BC                                                                                                                   First Peloponnesian War
· The first Peloponnesian War came about because the Athenian’s broke free of their alliance with the Spartans, instituted in the Hellenic League, and became allies with Argos, a city that was repeatedly hostile towards Sparta (Kallet, 2000). The Athenian’s also formed an alliance with the Thessalian’s to further build their power-base across mainland Greece. It concluded with the Thirty Years Peace after the Spartan invasion of Attica (Rhodes, 2006).
· 460BC – 395BC                                                                                                            Thucydides
· Thucydides was one of the most famous Greek historians of the Classical Age. He wrote the account of the Peloponnesian War which he believed would be a greater war than any that had preceded it (Thucydides 1.1.1). His text broke off in 411BC, leading for his successors in the writing of Greek history like Xenophon to start their narratives where Thucydides left off (Rhodes, 2006). He was exiled in 424BC after failing to quell the revolt of Amphipolis (Kallet, 2000).
· 432BC – 367BC                                                                                                               Dionysius I
· Dionysius I was a tyrant of Syracuse that came to power with the help of the Spartans, at the same time that the Peloponnesian War was ending in Greece (Hornblower, 1988). He was a man of humble origins who attacked the poor in order to provide for his supporters (Rhodes, 2006).
· 422BC                                                                                                                                     Battle of Amphipolis
· This Battle was part of the Second Peloponnesian War, between the Spartan and Athenian allied forces. It was the result of the Spartan push for Athenian allies in Macedonia and Thrace to rebel, including the colony of Amphipolis in 424BC (Kallet, 2000).
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