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Abstract - Chinese ceramics constituted a significant commodity in the Indian Ocean (IO) maritime trade since the 9th century. These ceramics offer valuable insights into the network of commercial activities and the structure of maritime trade in the IO, with the information concerning their diversity, scale, and the composition of different Quality groups. However, there are still limited discussions on ‘Quality’ of archaeological materials due to its multifaceted nature and subjectivity. This presentation attempts to establish a practical definition of Quality and an objective measurement method in the analysis of trade ceramics. The research is initially based on visual examination, and the manual measurements and scientific analysis are combined to establish a systematical measurement method. This method is applied to the Longquan Celadon sherds in the Williamson Collection, which is from the sites in Southern Iran. As the most important and widely distributed Chinese trade ceramics from the 13th to the 15th century, Longquan Celadon provides an ideal case study for discussing the distribution and variation patterns of Quality. It is expected to shed light on the commercial mechanisms and trade organization in the pre-modern Western Indian Ocean.
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