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Introduction
The latter half of the last decade could well have been defined by the large migrations coming from the most war-torn parts of the middle east, most notably Syria. What comes to mind are vast droves of dishevelled families fleeing to a better place to raise their children, but this is not reflected in the numbers; it appears that the largest number of migrants groups who are coming in are disproportionally men. What effect does this have, not only on the nations that intake these migrants, but the caravans themselves and the communities they come from – what happens to the people they leave behind?
In this research proposal, I will outline a plan for research into the effects of gender imbalance due to migration as well as research into the reason for these imbalances. I believe that this research should be put forth so that governments and world leaders may be advised in managing the migrant crisis, of which is far from over. All graphs in this proposal are exemplary and do not reflect actual statistics or final plotting and variables.
Proportions in Migration
The first thing that must be provided is visualised and well evidenced data regarding gender proportions. Firstly, I intend to collect data on not only gender but also age groups, if we do see more male migrants, are they children, young or old?
· What is the average proportion of gender of a modern-day nation, is it natural to have a gender imbalance?
· Examine other migrations both past and present for correlating or non-correlating data.
· If possible, explore reasons as to why we see a gender imbalance.
· What can we learn from conditions of known extreme gender imbalance (i.e. prisons, military, population controls); what should we expect?
· Compile age and gender into graphs. 


It is imperative that multiple graphs are made for each migrant group, as it is highly unlikely that all migrant groups will have the same distribution of gender. It is possible that the makeup of migrant groups changes in the course of the journey. This data could be collected at border records, bearing in mind that individuals may avoid official border crossings. If possible, I intend mapping of migrant group paths across Eurasia and noting changes in population and gender distribution.  

Effects on migrant camps and caravans
After demonstrating the extent of gender imbalance, I can move onto the effects of this imbalance on each stage of the migration chain. Firstly, I will examine the effects of gender imbalance on migrant camps and caravans.
· Are men or women malnourished/requiring of medical aid more than their counterparts? If so why?
· Are there sub-groups within migrant groups i.e. bands of men, families or even ethnic bands? What is the gender proportions within these sub-groups? 
· Why do we see an increase in attacks on women (sexual assault, murders or physical abuse)?
· Do we also see an increase in male on male violence (sexual assault, murders or physical abuse)?
· Do we see an increase in child abuse (sexual assault, murders or physical abuse)?
· When it comes to such attacks, are certain ethnic or religious groups at greater risks? 
· Are there any solutions being put in place that actively protect vulnerable individuals? Do they work and why?
It is important to examine these issues at every step of the journey and not simply within European nations, though admittedly it may be far harder to gain data for migrant groups within nations such as Turkey or Libya than for a European nation.
Effects on countries that receive migrant groups
If we see a gender imbalance in migrant groups, then it will be unsurprising if we see a sudden imbalance in gender in the countries that these migrant groups settle. Even if it a temporary residence, what effect do gender imbalances have on receiving nations? I intend to research this element with these questions in mind:
· Is literacy and fluency of native languages in migrant populations evenly distributed between genders?
· What effect do migrant groups have on local demographics, both short and long term?
· Why do we see a crime rate increase? Is it purely due to gender imbalance or are other reasons at fault?
· Are local/native men, women and children at higher risk of attack (sexual assault, murders or physical abuse) than other migrants? Whatever the outcome, why is this the case?
· Equally, are migrants at higher risk of attack from locals than attacks from other migrants? If so, why?
· Are migrant populations settled in a dispersed or concentrated pattern?
· What kind of friction or cooperation do we see between local and migrant populations? In both cases, why?
· Would anti-migrant sentiment be less potent when faced with groups of families with a balance of gender rather than groups of mainly young men? 
Effects on countries of migrant origin
It is surprising that very few articles and reports focus on the consequences of emigration on the nation of Syria. I believe that it is important to examine the effects of gender imbalanced migrations on the country of origin; if the migrations are predominantly male then we should expect to see more women in gender ratios.
· How have demographics in Syria been affected by emigration?
· Has a lower population created a situation that is more or less stable?
· Who exactly are choosing or being forced to stay? Mothers with very young children? Pregnant women? The elderly? Are some young men unable to leave due to military conscription?
· Do we see an increase in violence against women due to an imbalance?
· Do we see an avalanche effect? I.e. as more leave, it creates a higher push factor which leads to more emigration. If so, does it effect men or women more?
· Are certain ethnic or religious groups more likely to emigrate, such as Kurdish or Christian groups in Syria? Again, is there an imbalance in gender?
Conclusions
[bookmark: _GoBack]It has been noted that this topic is heavily politicised, as such it crucial to examine and weigh data from all sources regardless of whether they are left, right or centre; cross-evaluation is key to this research. I also understand that as a result of political agendas (both left and right, globalist and nationalist) many sources that report on the situation are secondary and should be examined with bias in mind. This should not eliminate their use however, as secondary sources provide excellent indicators of public opinions and political perspectives. Regardless, I intend to ask for permission to review and cite official reports by governmental, academic, non-profit or independent groups on migration studies. I also understand that in-field research (such as interviews) would be unwise given the dangerous conditions that not only caused the migrant crises but may have been caused by it too. I would therefore advise against in-field research unless all ethical considerations had been conducted and that the safety of the researchers and informants could be guaranteed. 

Proportion of gender overall (Percentage)

Proportion of Gender (Percentage)	
Male	Female	72	28	

Age and Gender Distribution in migrant groups

Male	Age 0-5	Age 6-12	Age 13-18	Age 19-24	Age 25-30	Age 31-36	18	34	89	94	72	103	Female	Age 0-5	Age 6-12	Age 13-18	Age 19-24	Age 25-30	Age 31-36	7	44	43	34	60	45	



Changes in Gender distribution per boarder crossings

Population of migrant group from original number percentage	Turkish Border Census	Greek Border Census	Bulgarian Border Census	Serbian Border Census	99	94	76	78	Female migrants percentage	Turkish Border Census	Greek Border Census	Bulgarian Border Census	Serbian Border Census	36	28	24	22	



