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Multilingualism
Introduction
Croeso/Welcome, fy enw i ydy Holly ,my names Holly and this is my presentation on the concept and importance of multilingualism in early years settings. It is an important factor within our day to day lives as Early Years Practitioners to ensure that we encourage the use of the Welsh language throughout our settings. Throughout this presentation I will be exploring different areas and factors of Multilingualism such as the benefits, having Welsh as an additional language and for some individuals having English as an additional language and how that effects the day to day lives of the children in our care. I will also be researching into how the brain develops and divergent thinking with regards to multilingualism. 
Depending on the children’s culture, language, and place in their broader social environment, young children will acquire a second language in different ways. Therefore, it is necessary to be able to differentiate between children who belong to the majority ethnolinguistic group (also known as majority language children) and those who belong to the minority ethnolinguistic group (also known as minority language children). Additionally, we need to be able to distinguish between children who are learning a second or additional language later in childhood. Within the early years, it is the child’s family, parents or appropriate care givers who are known to have the strongest influence on children’s first language acquisition. There is ample evidence to suggest that bilingual children acquire specific language-related skills earlier and more successfully than their monolingual classmates, including cognitive flexibility and metalinguistic awareness. 
Being able to continue being an active member of your family, both past and present, and your culture has emotional and social benefits in addition to the cognitive ones that come with learning another language. (Smidt, 2016)
There are many benefits of promoting and encouraging bilingualism within the early years sector such as the development and enjoyment of cultural awareness, which boosts creativity, helps people integrate into society, and fosters an understanding of regional languages. It also provides scholastic and educational value. 
As a result, many kids who speak many languages well are better lateral thinkers, more socially adaptive, have stronger thinking and reasoning skills, and have higher cognitive capacities. Being bilingual makes one more culturally aware since it gives one a better grasp of various cultures and experiences. (Okal, B. 2014).
As demonstrated within the first presentation, ensuring that both the English language and the Welsh language are promoted within activities in the setting is highly beneficial as some children may use Welsh as an additional language or English as an additional language so it’s important to ensure that as early years practitioners we promote an inclusive practice when children are participating in activities. 
To summarize the definition of Welsh as an additional language Bhatt, A. and Jones, K. (2014) suggests that it is when a pupil has a first language which is neither Welsh nor English but wants to further their education within welsh-medium education and thus resulting in the need for support in order to access the whole curriculum through the medium of Welsh. 
The use of the Welsh language poses many challenges for English-medium settings, these challenges can vary from the pre-existing language skills of staff, their confidence and ability to use the language and monetary issues such as cost for translation and purchasing of resources. (Using bilingualism in English medium early year, childcare and play settings, 2016).
As demonstrated within the activity during the first presentation, the use of resources are a crucial and very important factor of working with children in the early years sector as they are not only valuable learning tools for the early years practitioners but they can also be used as visual aids and can be incorporated with an activity such as the days of the week, the different weathers and colours laminated and stuck onto the amser cylch board within the activity. 
Research by Trautner, T. (2019) suggests that children that are bilingual may be better at focusing on one subject at a time and respond differently, demonstrating cognitive flexibility. Both qualities call for self-control, which is highly valued in both life and the early childhood classroom. The languages in a bilingual toddler's brain compete to be active and selected when the child tries to communicate the child has to focus and have the capacity for brain flexibility, which is achievable at a young age, to choose one and suppress the other. The interference gives the mind an exercise that tones its cognitive muscles by forcing it to settle internal disagreement. Learning to speak two languages strengthens the brain's command centre, enabling it to plan, solve problems, and carry out other intellectual activities.

It is believed that bilinguals' greater creativity may stem from improved executive functioning or more varied cultural experiences. In earlier research, three divergent thinking tests showed a constant lack of impact. This makes it more likely that other between-group confounds, such as overall IQ, are the cause of any differences seen between bilinguals and monolinguals. It also implies that additional elements, such as cultural variety, may be potential contributors to children's diverse thinking and should be further investigated in future studies. (Booton, S 2021).

There are many different frameworks and programmes in support of bilingualism and multilingualism such as Welsh Governments Building a Brighter Future: Early Years and Childcare plan. The Welsh Government aims to support and aid parents to raise their children bilingually and in order to do this, The Welsh Government need to ensure there is an adequate supply of welsh language practitioners and services available in the early years and childcare sector. High standards in the early years and childcare workforce are the responsibility of Social Care Wales. To ensure that the workforce in Wales has the training and credentials necessary to perform at a high professional level and provide high-quality services, Social Care Wales works with employers and partners. Welsh language proficiency is essential to these abilities and understanding. Social Care Wales emphasizes the value of the Welsh language when working in Wales and offers all its materials in both languages. (Care Council for Wales, 2016).
The following major objective is outlined in another framework that supports bilingualism which is, Iaith Pawb: A National Action Plan for a Bilingual Wales (WAG, 2003). The early years program's long-term objective is to have as many children as possible under the age of five exposed to enough Welsh to be able to transfer to either successful bilingual or Welsh-medium schools. (Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills, 2008).
Another strategy would be The Cymraeg 2050 strategy, released by the Welsh Government (2017b), it’s aim is to reach one million Welsh speakers by 2050. By doing this, the number of Welsh speakers today would nearly quadruple, reaching levels seen a century ago. Cymraeg 2050 is an ambitious plan that views education as a key instrument for raising language proficiency in Wales. In Wales, about 25% of schools are bilingual or taught in Welsh, while the remaining 75% are taught in English. (Gorrara, C. et al, 2020).

Conclusion
To conclude my presentation this afternoon, ensuring that early intervention with regards to learning a new language is key and when children are young, they are more able to adapt and take in new information. Throughout early years practice, and as demonstrated in the activity in the first presentation, being able to adapt a bilingual approach to the day to day running of a setting is essential as it can help with children’s development and introduce them to a language they may not have heard of or is not spoken at home. By ensuring that the addition of a new language is created in a fun and entertaining way and the use of translation will help children to not only speak the language but further develop their understanding of the language and its importance. As demonstrated in the activity throughout the first presentation, early years practitioners have an influence on the children within their care and if children can associate learning a new language with a positive experience and influence and an experience that has been enjoyable they are more likely to refer back to that particular time or activity and be able to demonstrate the new skills and language that they have learned. 
Diolch am rhoir amser i gwrando i fy cyflwyniad heddiw, thank you for taking the time to listen to my presentation.






 





Reference list
Bhatt, A. and Jones, K. (2014) Welsh as an additional language: research into the level of need and current support provided to black and minority ethnic pupils with welsh language support needs. 46/2014. Cardiff: Welsh Government Social Research. Available at: 140430-welsh-additional-language-en.pdf (ioe.ac.uk) (Accessed: 11 July 2024).
Booton, S. (2021) ‘Children’s divergent thinking and bilingualism,’ Research Gate. Available at: BilingualismcreativityThinkingSkillsandCreativityfinal.pdf (Accessed: 10 July 2024).
Care council for Wales (2016) Welsh language skills in the early years and childcare workforce. Available at: Welsh-Language-Skills-in-your-workforce-using-them-effectively-Early.pdf (socialcare.wales) (Accessed: 10 July 2024).
Department for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills (2008) Welsh language development. Available at: welsh-language-development.pdf (gov.wales) (Accessed: 11 July 2024).
Gorrara, C. et al. (2020) ‘Multilingual perspectives: preparing for language learning in the new curriculum for Wales’, Curriculum Journal, 31(2), pp. 244–257. Available at: Multilingual perspectives: preparing for language learning in the new curriculum for Wales. - EBSCO (uwtsd.ac.uk) (Accessed: 11 July 2024).
Okal, B. (2014) ‘Benefits of multilingualism in education.’ Universal Journal of Educational Research 2(3). Available at: EJ1053855.pdf (ed.gov) (Accessed: 11 July 2024).
Smidt, S. (2016) Multilingualism in the early years. Abingdon: Routledge. 
Trautner, T. (2019) Advantages of a bilingual brain. Available at: Advantages of a bilingual brain - Child & Family Development (msu.edu) (Accessed: 10 July 2024).
Using bilingualism in English medium early year, childcare and play settings (2016) Available at: Using Bilingualism in English medium Early Year, Childcare and Play settings | cwlwm (Accessed: 11 July 2024). 





