


The main objective of this essay is to critically evaluate various main threats that serious and organised crime (SOC) produces in the United Kingdom (UK), focusing on its impact to citizens, communities, and the economy. Firstly, according to the Home Office (2019) serious and organised crime is recognised as an individual planning, co-ordinating and committing significantly serious offences, include modern slavery, organised acquisitive crime and money laundering. With the intention of profiting from exploiting citizens, controlling communities, and threatening the economy (National Crime Agency, 2023). These offences do not have to be carried out alone, as they can frequently be conducted by organised crime groups (OCGs) or transnational networks. SOC is identified under the Serious Crime Act [2015], which works to ensure the National Crime Agency (NCA), the police and alternative law enforcement bodies hold the ability to trace, obstruct and bring SOC criminals to justice, effectively and rigorously (Home Office, 2014). Thus, indicating that a multi-agency approach is applied to tackle SOC and the threat it introduces to the UK. 
The Crown Prosecution Service (2019) and Home Office (2021b) both implied that SOC portrays a significant and consequential threat to the UKs national security. It impacts more UK citizens, more frequently, than any other national security threat, such as terrorism (Winchester, 2020). This is supported by statistics showing there were an estimated 4,500 OCGs within the UK, costing the UK government approximately £37 billion between 2015-2016 (National Audit Office, 2019). Further, contemporary statistics suggest prevention strategies have not been effective in reducing and shutting down SOC, as during 2020-2021 the amount of known OCGs rose to 4,772 (National Crime Agency, 2021a). SOC is therefore generating a long-term threat and abrasive impact to the UK economy and citizens.
One main threat serious and organised crime presents to UK citizens is violence within communities, this stems from organised acquisitive crime, gang violence, firearms, and knife crime. According to HMICFRS (2022) organised acquisitive crime involves OGCs centralising their offending and targeting to a location or community they believe will supply them with the greatest profit. This may leave a victim of SOC experiencing long-lasting and deep-rooted trauma, causing them to feel vulnerable and unsafe in their community. As expected, due to its seriousness and threatening nature, this type of SOC remains a crucial government priority (Frisby-Osman and Wood, 2020). 
Considering the prevalence of these community targeted SOC, the Local Government Association (2015) implied that they may differ between communities, some will have an increased vulnerability for county lines or knife related offences. In particular, Neath, a Welsh town with Britain’s highest heroin death rates, an absence of employment and drug abuse services leaves this community vulnerable to SOC (Farell-Roig, 2018). Although, throughout the Local Government Association (2015) report, the requirement for local councils to recognise and address their vulnerabilities and exposure was illustrated. However, due to the prevalence of SOC, it suggests that partnership is necessary between local authorities and law enforcement agencies to prevent any SOC in their communities. 
Another area of SOC which presents a threat to communities within the UK is gang violence. Densley (2012) shows how gang violence can have a damaging impact on communities. It was found gang activity can often result in illicit drug distribution at street-level, formally known as county lines, which generates drug-related violence within communities (Bennett and Holloway, 2009). Thus, suggesting that the community threats caused by SOC works in a hierarchical system. Meaning violent crimes can occur without illicit drug distribution, however research indicates that this is very unexpected. The research established that individuals’ participation was connected to members of communities experiencing financial difficulty, debt bondage or alternative threats from experienced SOC offenders (Densley, 2012). 
Furthermore, gang violence can pose a threat to communities by creating instances of cuckooing. A term used for occasions where drug traffickers gain control over a vulnerable individual’s property, intending to use it for the purpose of storing illicit drugs within a community (Spicer, 2021, pp.1390-1406). Often, the control is gained through means of violence, pressure, reward, or manipulation as original occupants are usually drug users or suffer with mental health issues (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). Thus, implying that drug traffickers victimise vulnerable members of communities for personal gain. Cuckooing by means of violence can be linked to gang related homicide, figures show between the years 2016 to 2018, it increased by eight percent (Frisby-Osman and Wood (2020). Suggesting that gang violence is a crucial threat presented to citizens and cuckooing victims. Stone (2018) identifies that cuckooing allows the drug traffickers to expand their supplies without increasing the attention of law enforcement in their current area. Proposing the discretion of cuckooing is enabling OCGs to increase within the UK. 
It was found that frequently drug trafficking and gang activity can cause high levels of violence, becoming a source of public and community fear (Reuter, 2009). SOC offences can be linked to violence, usually knife crime, by three key means: economic-compulsive, psychopharmacological and systematic (UNODC, 2019). Economic- compulsive refers to drug users who have the intent to engage in organised acquisitive crime in order to continue supplying themselves for their addiction, therefore making them a vulnerable target and undeniably increasing the volume of SOC within their communities. Psychopharmacological focusing on drug users that participate in violent crimes whilst they are under the influence of illicit drugs. Whilst, systematic is violent offences committed by an individual to protect their reputation, linking to the supply chain of illicit substances (Bennett and Holloway, 2009). Therefore, indicating that SOC escalates violence within vulnerable communities, as SOC use individuals’ vulnerability and target them to operate criminal activity, this acting as another critical SOC threat that is presented to UK citizens. 
Burton and Allen (2023) claim that to the year ending March 2022, 45,000 knife and sharp object related offences had been committed, which was just below a 10% increase from the year ending March 2021. The increase of 272 OCGs from 2016 to 2021 implies that the frequency of violent crimes escalating is connected to the threat of SOC within the UK (National Crime Agency, 2021a). According to the College of Policing (2021) violent crime, specifically knife crime can be destructive and fatal for communities and UK citizens, due to the societal, economic and health consequences, involving homicide, anti-social behaviour. Despite these implications, Jones (2022) claims that violent crime is currently on the increase. Data shows that the Office for National Statistics (ONS) reported 1,507,000 accounts of violent related offences in the year ending March 2022 (Taylor, 2022). Supporting previous claims that tackling violence within communities should remain a policing priority and national threat. 
Moreover, a second threat presented to UK citizens due to SOC is the harm caused to the UK economy, institutions, and infrastructures, through economic crime including money laundering, cybercrime, and fraud. Economic crime refers to an individual or group, participating in a pursuit involving money or assets, with the intention to unlawfully advantage from the victim’s loss (Crown Prosecution Service, 2021). According to the Home Office (2021a), economic crime is a major threat to the affluence of the UK, impacting UK citizens, government funded services and private ownership businesses. The specific scale of economic crime within the UK is unestablished, although it is estimated to cost the UK economy hundreds of billions of pounds annually (Bennett and Shalchi, 2020). Indicating that it has a destructive impact upon the UK economy, institutions, and infrastructures. The Office of National Statistics (ONS) (2022b) found that computer misuse increased by 89%, and fraud increased by 25%. This supports the claims by the Crown Prosecution Service (2021) that economic crime is the most frequently experienced crime throughout the UK. Explaining why Government officials fast tracked the introduction of the Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Bill 2022-23 (Shalchi et al, 2023). Due to statistical data suggesting that economical threat is intensifying along with the damage it can cause. 
There is often a direct link between violent serious offending and harm to the UK economy. Knife crime has been identified to have a negative impact on institutions such as the National Health Service (Roberton, 2019). According to Sheperd (2019) knife crime has been recognised as a growing epidemic over recent years, due to an upsurge in admission rates, increasing to 44,076 during 2019. Distress and concern have been spiralling as Covid-19 already placed the institution in a crisis, now they are facing the rising levels of injury due to SOC (Gouga, 2021). 
Money laundering is another type of SOC which significantly affects the UK’s infrastructure and economy. The National Crime Agency (2022) suggests that money laundering enables and facilitates a significant amount of SOC with the ability to cover and conceal their illicit assets. Economic criminals exploit legitimate UK businesses, with the purpose to conceal their illicit funds. This impact the UK as extensive quantities of lucre circulating could result in criminal sanctions inflicted by the authorities, causing the possible collapse of crucial financial institutions. Financial institutions referring to commercial banks, insurance companies and loan associations (Higginbotham, 2019). 
In addition, it was found that cybercrime has a damaging impact on the UK economy and citizens, as the Office for National Statistics (2022a) revealed that it did not follow a lockdown associated pattern. Instead, data showed that there was a 37% increase in SOC linked to fraud and cybercrime. Cybercrime involves exploiting individuals or security vulnerabilities with the purpose of stealing money, information, or personal data (National Crime Agency, 2019). Ultimately, having a severe threat for UK citizens as not all cybercrime is obvious, criminals disguise the attacks as phishing which deceives individuals into releasing all information or data the offender requires (National Cyber Security Centre, 2022). 
As briefly mentioned throughout, exploitation of the vulnerable is a major threat for UK citizens, as SOC criminals exploit and target vulnerable individuals. Crimes relating to this threat include child sexual abuse, organised immigration crime and modern slavery (Home Office, 2022). According to Anti-Slavery International (2017) modern slavery is available in every part of the UK, as it can be difficult for citizens to recognise the signals. It can present itself in many forms, including sexual exploitation, debt bondage, domestic slavery or forced labour, as detailed in the Modern Slavery Act [2015] (Home Office, 2022). Therefore, the exploitation of citizens through debt bondage is also connected to violence within communities, as that is a route that leads individuals to engage in SOC (Densley, 2012). 
The Home Office (2022) revealed that there were 12,727 potential victims of modern slavery during 2021, a 20% increase from the previous year. The increase is believed to have occurred due to Covid-19, individuals faced increased vulnerability and desperation (Christ and Roger, 2021). The repercussions of Covid-19 on UK citizens have previously been linked to exploitation, consequently intensifying the number of individuals becoming victims of modern slavery. Of those potential victims approximately 50% were adults and 43% claimed exploitation as children, suggesting that no type of modern slavery is avoided, and all UK citizens are facing the threat (Home Office, 2022). 
In closing, evaluating the main threats of serious and organised crime, it is clear that violence in communities, exploitation of the vulnerable and harm to the economy are government priorities. As according to the Crown Prosecution Service (2019), there is a definite relationship between SOC and consequential threats to UK citizens. Despite government and multi-agency strategies there is a continuing requirement for SOC prevention, presented by the strain on UK institutions and economy (Roberton, 2019). As it was implied that the increase in violence is causing overcrowding in the NHS and causing citizens to become fearful of their communities. In final evaluation, the literature and statistics supports the quote above from the National Crime Agency (2022) that SOC still has a corrosive impact on UK citizens and the economy. 
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