


DISCOVER




During the cecond phase of the Industrial Revolvtion, Wales’ primary industry wae coal.A remarkable
quantity of coal wae extracted from Wales and dictributed globally. Trains, chipe, and indvstries were all
powered by coal.The coal that Sovth Wales produced helped to make the country and the globe take
notice of it.




By 1713 half of people working in Walec worked in the coal mines. People moved from the Welch countrycide, England and
Ireland to the indvctrial areas of Wales because there was plenty of work fo be had in the coal mines, and fowns and
villages grew around the mines. The work wasnt easy. The workers cpent the majority of their day underground in cloge

dark cpaces. Hundreds of people died each year in the coal mines as a result of accidents and underground explosions.
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The government laid forth planc to cloce 20 coal mines on March 6, 1984, which reculted in the layoff of 20,000

minere. On March 12, 1984, Arthur Scargill declared a covntrywide ctrike. The year-long ctrike was the impetus

behind Wales'sc permanent transformation in its political, economic, and cocial landscape. Poverty was rife in the
neighbourhoods, with little money to buy nececsities like food and clothing. On the picket line, the women were joined
by their hvcbands, brothers, dads and sons.
Decpite the fight from the miners Deep Navigation cloced in 1997 and Taff Merthyr closed in 1992.
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EXPLORE




Taff Bargbed Park
Parc Taf Bargod

2goed Do,




During my ctrolls through the park, I caw how the wild flowers had grown in beavty and quantity over the yearc that

I had been there. There are bloome on chow, including buttercups, foxgloves, cowslip, daffodile, and spring crocuses.




Following my inferest in thic place i diccovered how flowere
offer hollow stems for incecte to hibernate in, nectar for

ingects like butterflies and beeg, leaves for caterpillarse and

beetlec to hide in and concume, night fragrance that
draws moths, which draws bats, and ceeds that give birds :
with food throughout the winter. ’




The park has the largest reed bed system in Evrope. The Taff Bargoed River is

filtered by the system to remove any pollutants that might enter, which draws s
a variely of species including mallard ducks, herons, coots, dippers, and

kingfichers. I was lucky enough on this walk to obcerve a cawan building a nect

in the middle of the lake, hopefully cee some cygnate in just over a month.




Blackbirde, Houce Marting, Song Thrushes, and Starlings are the moct
common birds 1o be found. However i have been locky enovgh fo cpot more
vibrant birds, including Blue Tits, Goldfinches, Chaffinches, and Robins. T

have vsed the cignage around the park to help me identify the birde I see. T

was a complete novice to begin with but people are <o friendly who walk

around the area they help too.
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Pond Life
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Signage for nature recervec cam be used to locate attractions or important cites, cuch wetlands, forests, or walkways. I found
that having thece plotted ovt on signs made it eacier for me to cee what I might see and where I might 9o without rick.

They alco investigate the local wildlite. I think a lot of people are ignorant of the extent of it.
These cigns provide information about variovs wildlife cpecies, including plants, animals, flowers, and trees. They deccribe the kind
of animals and plante I notice, along with their calient features and behaviours. They come in very handy when I want to educate
my young ones by taking them for walks.




The Taff Bargoed Trust has been collaborating closely with the neighbourhood schoole for the past few years. Along with
quided walke to ceek for bids and learn abovt the many trees and flowers in the park, it offerc workchope to the local

community on the wildlife and pondlife. These have proven fo be really informative for me. They have also cet up a cmall usable
outdoor claseroom with the ascistance of the schoolchildren.




ONSERVE




The quantity of lifter at the location was one thing I did observe. If groups had been gathering, you could always cee
where individvale hod been seated. Not every time was the lifter vicible or on dicplay. It was often hard to find, buried
between the flowers and shrube. (ittering can result in animale becoming entangled or trapped in plastic packaging.

Litter cuch a¢ plastic bage cuffocates wildlife. Animale may cut themselves on sharp items that people diccard.
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Moreover, we needed
authorization to take the
children off cchool premises T
had my doubts about thic
idea’c likelihood of success.




The success overwhelmed me. Almost all parents
brought children along, and non-community
members alco participated. On the first litter pick,
we gathered more than eight cacks of rvbbish.
Today we pick a different area of the park fo clean
up every half term. We now have more clasces in

our group.

The sThe children also have been working on
recycling. The covncil have now put bing into the

park to encourage the park userc to recycle.

We have added recycling bins to our wich lict co all
of the children in the cchool can recycle in clase.




Arother thing that really affected me
was the abcence of nature on our
¢chool grounds. IF there is no nature,
how can children discover it? There
was one area of greenery that was
colely vsed ac a fostball pitch at our
cchool. The remainder concictes of
concrete flooring, aged brick walle, and

unpainted fences. I genuinely believed
that ovr school needed 1o take action.
Through numerovs fundraicing efforts

and a small grant, we were able o
raise enough cach to purchase come
cizable potc and plantere to be placed
throughout the school.




It ic well bnown that children
may learn a great deal about the
natural world through flowerc,

including pollination, plant biology,

and ecocystems. For children,
planting was an enjoyable activity
with advantages that went well
beyond the garden! In addition ts
encovraging links with the
environment and one another, it
also supported the development of
life ckille and environmental

awarenegs.




Over the past two weeks, the
nursery students have been

caring for caterpillars that

they will release into the flower
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We purchased a bee houce cince our children wanted to add one. To
Rt complement our flowers, ansther one was fachioned by a very astute father.
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The Gounger children are now "Green Growers” They have examined growing from the ground up, starting with ceeds

to create their decignated cpace. They are culfivating strawberries, peas, and pumpkins. In the clascroom, they have
also planted cunflowers and grown. crese. Families are encovraged to ascict in the growth procese by receiving the
cunflowers that were sent home. They are measvring the growth and cending in photos every week.







