Using examples critically reflect on the role of NGO’s in international environmental conservation
Non-governmental organisations (NGO’s) play a critical role in environmental conservation all around the world.
They are very varied organisations covering all parts of the natural environment and can work locally, regionally nationally, internationally, across continents and globally.
 Many are quite small organisations with a single objective such as Plantlife that is UK based with the purpose of improving the wild flower biodiversity with greater species mix and quantity solely across the UK, working closely particulary with local authorities plus other groups and individuals encouraging initives such as better management of roadside grass verge maintenance to huge organisations such as World Wildlife Fund (WWF) with thousands of employees including hundreds of scientists and over £300 million in funds with a wide ranging remit to protect and improve all endangered species and habitats worldwide. WWF have a very powerful base of supporters including large corporations and much of their work involves using their brand and status to work at governmental level to introduce wildlife friendly initives such as the emblematic Giant Panda habitat conservation programme in China.
With a climate crisis upon Earth due to greenhouse gas emissions due tocarbon dioxide and other harmful emissions causing global warming several new groups have developed. Extinction Rebellion became prominent in 2019 and is a direct action activist group using non violent but mass protest gatherings in controversial locations to bring pressure on the government to take notice of their demands, namely to speak the Truth about the climate emergency and what they are doing to alleviate it, Act now to bring all UK’s carbon emissions to net zero by 2025 and to set up a Citizens assembly for the environment. The publicity and numbers of individuals they have mobilized to protest on the streets over the past two years would not have been possible for a government organisation to have achieved. When some of the activists were taken to court over their demonstrating, they were supported by former Chief scientific officer Sir David King which demonstrated to everyone the importance and scientific relevance of the ir actions.
 Likewise the young Swedish activist Greta Thunburg has been very direct and outspoken about the lack of leadership direction and real action on climate change mitigation from world leaders or business and she was invited to the 2020 Davos conference where she implored all persons in a position of power to listen to the Science of climate change and act now, as an emergency requires.
The Wildlife Trusts are a UK based NGO organisation that promotes all UK wildlife, their habitats and promotes greater biodiversity, better land use and mitigation of the harmful effects off global warming.
They have 47 separately managed local wildlife group across England and Wales with a headquarters in Newark that coordinates major policies, lobbies government, produces national reports and manages the media for the group as a whole.
They produced a lengthy and serious science based document What next for farming? in 2019 to better inform and put pressure on the UK government to introduce widespread environmentally beneficial policies in the new Agriculture Act 2020 that is currently going through parliament, this is necessary due to UK leaving the EU due to Brexit. Many of the proposals have been included in the new draft Act including payments to landowners for improvement in soil management, water management for flooding alleviation , reduced stocking of livestock to reduce greenhouse emissions, support for retaining native species of plants such as rare cereals and increasing tree planting. The wildlife trusts also have 2300 nature reserves open to over 500,000 members with many open free to the public which practice sustainable management of the habitats to improve the biodiversity of wildlife and produce much literature to better to inform the public. They were also one of many NGS’s to add to the State of Nature report 2019which clearly stated the dreadful possibility of the extinction of a quarter of our UK birds and half our mammals.
Friends of the Earth (FOE set up in 1971 and is a direct-action group with worldwide membership but the majority in the UL with over two million members. The have a strong lobbying arm and successfully helped bring about a ban on the agricultural and horticultural use of harmful pesticides called neonicotinoids that kill bees and other pollinators.
Greenpeace set up in 1961 and is the world’s largest direct-action environmental group with over 3million members. The y successfully forced governments across the world to agree to a moratorium on whaling in 1982 after spending many years carrying out high level direct action in the open seas against the whaling boats.  They also campaign on anti-nuclear issues and also all carbon-based energy, promoting the use of solar and wind power.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Due to the contact and involvement of so many members of the public in these NGO’s, often with members joining several complimentary organisations, the NGO’s are able to raise issues, develop social media platforms  and petition powerful global organisations such as Coca Cola and Shell and governments both local and national and make themselves heard. This more and more often due to the power and reach of social media and the ability for mass people involvement in campaigns makes large organisations and political parties including government  change bad practice and leads to a better outcome for the environment.

