[bookmark: _Hlk149139865]Questionnaire findings
The questionnaire consisted of 23 questions and had 78 respondents. Q1 asked participants if they would provide consent to participate in the study. Q2-Q4 asked participants basic demographic questions that were deemed to be essential to determine whether there was any correlation between specific answers and demographic factors. Q5-Q23 asked participants about the nature vs nurture debate and also asked participants about their opinion on a range of theories surrounding the debate and serial murder. 
Question 1: Consent
From 78 respondents, 1 participant answered no to providing consent to participating in the study. Due to this, their answers were not included in the study due to no consent being provided. 
Question 2: Gender
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                                        Figure 1: Findings from Question 2
Figure 1 shows that from the remaining 77 respondents, 35 (45%) stated that they identified as male and 43 (55%) stated that they identified as female.
Question 3: Age
Of the 77 respondents, 11 (14%) were aged 18-24, 35 (45%) were aged 25-34, 17 (22%) were aged 25-44, 8 (10%) were aged 45-54, and 7(9%) were aged 55+

                                     Figure 2: Findings from Question 3
Question 4: Level of completed education
Of the 77 respondents, 19 (24%) stated that had completed their GCSEs, 15 (19%) stated that they had completed their A levels, 27 (35%) stated that they had completed their bachelor's degree, 12 (16%) stated that they had completed their master's degree, 4 (5%) stated that they would prefer not to say, and 1 respondent (1%) did not answer the question. 










                                     Figure 3: Findings from Question 4





Question 5: Were you aware of the nature vs nurture debate prior to this questionnaire? 

Figure 4: Findings from Question 5
Figure 4  shows that participants' knowledge of the nature vs. nurture debate prior to participating in the questionnaire was fairly mixed with 41 participants (53%) stating yes, 30 participants (38%)  stating no, 2 participants (3%) stating maybe, and 5 participants (6%) stating that they were unsure.
Female participants were found to have had more knowledge of the debate prior to the questionnaire than male participants with  23 female participants (60%) reporting prior knowledge and only 15 male participants (43%) reporting prior knowledge of the debate.
Prior knowledge of the nature vs nurture debate was also found to be more prevalent in Individuals who have undertaken higher education. 28 individuals (72%) who had completed a form of higher education stated that they had knowledge of the debate with that figure being just 12 participants (23%) for individuals who had only completed their GCSEs or some form of further education. Participants who had only completed their GCSEs were also found to be the most uncertain as to whether they had previously heard of the nature vs nurture debate prior to the questionnaire with 19 participants (50%) stating that they were uncertain as to whether they had prior knowledge of the debate. 
It was also discovered that prior knowledge that participants had of the nature vs nurture debate generally decreased with age. 10 participants (91%) that were aged between 18-24 years old and 23 participants (66%) that were aged between 25-34 years old were found to have prior knowledge of the debate with that figure being just 4 participants (24%) in 35-44 year olds, 4 participants (50%) in 45-54 year olds, and 0 participants in 55+ year olds. 






Question 6: If so, what side of the debate would you consider yourself to be on?

                             Figure 5: Findings from Question 6
Participants were then asked whether they considered themselves to be on the nature or nurture side of the debate or a mixture of both. 52 participants answered this question, despite only 41 people stating they had prior knowledge of the previous question. However, it could be assumed that the brief description provided at the start of the questionnaire about the debate provided some participants with enough context for them to be able to answer the question.
Figure 5 shows that from the 52 participants who answered the question,7 participants (9%) stated they sided with nature, 10 participants (13%) stated they sided with nurture, 35 participants (44%) stated that they believed in a mixture of both nature and nurture and 27 participants (34%) selected N/A. 
It was found that the majority of female participants, 25 (81%) believed in a mixture of both nature and nurture. The belief in nature and nurture independently was significantly less popular among female participants with only 1 female participant (3%) stating that they side with nature and 5 female participants (16%) stating that they side with nurture.
Similarly, it was also found that the belief in a mixture of nature and nurture was also the most popular belief among male participants with 10 participants (48%) stating this as their belief. However, unlike female participants, the belief in nature and nurture independently was found to be more popular among male participants with 5 (24%) stating that they sided with the nurture side of the debate and 6 (29%) stating that they sided with the nature side of the debate.
It was also found that the belief in nature, nurture, or a mixture of both had similar levels of receptiveness in participants of differing ages except for the age range 25-34 in which 19 individuals (83%) stated they believed in a mixture of both nature and nurture. Moreover, it was also found that the belief in nature, nurture, or a mixture of both had similar levels of receptiveness in participants of differing levels of completed education except for those who had completed their bachelor's degree which saw 17 individuals (77%) answer that they believed in a mixture of both nature and nurture. 

Question 7: Do you think that a person can be born a murderer? 

                           Figure 6: Findings from Question 7
Figure 6 shows that this question was generally divisive among participants with 23 participants (30%) answering yes, 34 participants (45%) answering no, 15 participants (20%) answering maybe and 4 participants(5%) stating that they were not sure
Male participants were found to be more likely to agree with this question than female participants with 15 (43%) of male participants stating that they believe that a person can be born a murderer, but only 8 (20%) of female participants having that belief.
It was found that receptiveness to the belief that someone could be born a murderer generally tended to increase with age with 1 participant (9%) aged 18-24 having this belief, 11 participants (31%) aged 25-34 having this belief, 4 participants (24%) aged 35-44 having this belief, 4 participants (50%) aged 45-54 having this belief, and 3 participants (43%) aged 55+ having this belief. 
It was also found that participants of differing levels of completed education had a similar level of receptiveness to the belief that someone could be born a murderer. 
Like the findings from this question, studies are generally conflicted as to whether an individual can be born a murderer. On the one hand, some studies have argued that there is clear evidence to suggest that serial murderers are born the way they are and are the result of genetic factors (the American Academy of Experts in Traumatic Stress, 2020; Subramanian, 2020). On the other hand, other studies have argued that serial murderers are the result of external environmental factors experienced in childhood (Patton, 1997; Marano, 2020). It has also been argued by some studies that serial murderers are the result of both their environment and genetics, with both playing a vital part in the development of serial murderers (Anand, 2023). 






Question 8: Do you think that specific genes can influence someone to become a serial murderer?

                            Figure 7: Findings from Question 8
Figure 7 shows that this question was again generally divisive among participants with 31 participants (40%) answering yes, 21 participants (27%) answering no, 20 (25%) answering maybe and 6 (8%) answering unsure. 
Both male and female participants showed a similar level of receptiveness to genetics being a potential cause of serial murder with 43% of males and 37% of females stating that they believe that genetics could be a contributing factor. 
The belief that specific genes could cause someone to become a serial murderer was more popular with younger participants. 50% of participants aged 18-34 believed that genetics could be a contributing factor for serial murder with that figure being just 32% for the age group 35-55+. 
It was also found that the belief that genetics could be a contributing factor for serial murder was more popular among individuals who have completed higher education. 51% of participants who completed some form of higher education believed that genetics could contribute to serial murder with that figure being just 26% for individuals who had just completed their GCSEs or some form of further education. 
Findings from the literature would, again, support the divisiveness seen in the responses to this question, with there being a plethora of arguments that both support and discredit the links. Some studies have found that genetics play a vital role in the development of serial murders (Jarrett et al, 2023; Subramanian, 2020), with mutated forms of some genes being suggested by some to cause extreme acts of aggression (Brummer, 1996; Jeffrey & Jeffrey, 1995). However, other studies have discounted the links between genetics and violence and have suggested that environmental factors pave the way to serial murder (Korpal, 2022; Re & Birkhoff, 2015; Sohrabi, 2015; Morley & Hall, 2003). 

Question 9: Do you think that mandatory genetic testing should be carried out to determine whether individuals possess genes that could cause violent behaviour?











                           Figure 8: Findings from Question 9
Figure 8 shows that although a considerable amount of participants believed that specific genes could cause someone to become a serial murderer, the vast majority of participants were largely against mandatory genetic testing to determine whether individuals possess these genes with 43 participants (56%) stating no, 15 participants (19%) stating yes, 9 participants (12%) stating maybe and 10 participants (13%) stating that they were not sure.
Female participants were found to be more receptive to mandatory genetic testing than male participants with 28% of female participants showing receptiveness to the idea, but only 9% of male participants showing receptiveness to the idea. 
Individuals of all age groups and education levels generally agreed that mandatory genetic testing to identify genes associated with violent behaviour should not be conducted.
The adverse sentiment surrounding this question may stem from the word “Mandatory” which has received some negative connotations throughout the years. Historically, initiatives that are made mandatory are often seen in a bad regard by some members of the public, even if done with the right intentions. Due to this, it could be assumed that public opinion on the topic could be improved by rewording the question by removing the word mandatory and instead asking the public whether they believe that optional genetic testing should be offered. 








Question 10: Do you think that mental health conditions can influence someone to become a serial murderer?

                                      Figure 9: Results from Question 10
Figure 9 shows that unanimously, participants believed that mental health conditions could Influence someone to commit serial murder with 63 participants (93%) stating yes, 1 participant (1%) stating no, and 4 participants (6%) stating maybe. 
Male participants expressed unanimous receptiveness to the belief that mental health conditions could influence someone to commit serial murder, with 100% of male participants stating it as their belief. Furthermore, female participants also displayed receptiveness to the idea, although not to the same unanimous extent as male participants with 28 participants (85%) stating that they believed that mental health conditions could influence serial murder, 1 participant (3%) stating that they did not believe that mental health conditions could influence serial murder and 4 participants (12%) stating that they believed that mental health conditions might be able to influence individuals to commit serial murder. 
Individuals of all age groups and all levels of completed education overwhelmingly agreed that mental health conditions could influence people to commit serial murder. 
The viewpoint that mental health conditions can influence an individual to commit serial murder that was shared by a large portion of participants would also match what has been found in the literature with studies suggesting that mental health conditions are extremely prevalent in murderers and serial murderers (Ghiasi, Ahzar & Singh, 2023; House of Commons, 2021). 
Question 11: If so, are there any mental health conditions in particular that come to mind?
This question received 67 responses from participants and received a range of answers on mental health conditions that participants believed could influence someone to commit serial murder. Mental health conditions that were mentioned by participants included dissociative identity disorder, bipolar, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), Antisocial personality disorder, borderline personality disorder, depression, psychopathy and psychosis. However, the predominant answer that was given by participants was schizophrenia which was given as an answer by 42 participants (63%). Questions were not asked of the participants as to why they thought that these conditions could cause serial murder, but it could be assumed that previous high-profile cases have influenced their opinions of the disorders. 
The leading belief that schizophrenia can influence someone to commit serial murder is also somewhat backed up by recent studies that have found that individuals with schizophrenia and bipolar commit 10% of all homicides in the US and are also responsible for 50% of all serial murders in the US (Golenkov et al., 2021). However, this viewpoint would also back up claims made by other studies that have suggested that individuals with schizophrenia have a stigma attached to them and are often wrongly associated with crime when in reality they are more likely to be the victims of crime rather than the perpetrators (WHO, 2022; DeAngelis, 2022; Ghiasi, Azhar & Singh, 2023; APA,2014).
Question 12: Do you believe that criminal and violent behaviour can be learnt from others?

                               Figure 10: Findings from Question 12
Figure 10 shows that participants unanimously believed that criminal and violent behaviours could be learned from others with 76 participants (97%) stating yes, and 2 participants (3%) stating maybe.  
Both male and female participants and participants of all age groups and education levels unanimously agreed that criminal and violent behaviour can be learned from others. 
Similarly to the findings from this question, studies would also concur with the idea that criminal and violent behaviour can be learned from others. Studies have found that individuals who associate with criminals are statistically more likely to commit a criminal act themselves (Stuart & Taylor, 2021). Moreover, studies have also found that violent, aggressive and anti-social behaviour can be taught to adolescents via family members (Wright & Wright, 1993). 





Question 13: Do you believe that instances of trauma in childhood can cause someone to become a serial murderer? 

                                   Figure 11: Findings from Question 13
Figure 11 shows that participants unanimously believed that instances of trauma in a person's childhood could influence them to become a serial murderer with 66 participants (92%) stating yes, 2 participants (3%) stating no, 8 participants (11%) stating and 2 participants (3%) stating that they were not sure. 
Both male and female participants were found to be equally receptive to the belief that instances of childhood trauma can influence an individual to commit serial murder. 
Generally, it was found that individuals of differing age ranges were found to be equally receptive to the idea that instances of trauma in childhood can cause someone to become a serial murderer. However, it was observed that participants in the oldest age range were less receptive to the belief than the other age ranges with 100% of 18-24-year-olds having this belief, 86% of 25-34-year-olds having this belief, 88% of 35-44-year-olds having this belief, 88% of 45-54-year-olds having this belief and 57% of 55+-year-olds having this belief. 
Individuals of differing levels of completed education were found to be equally receptive to the belief that instances of childhood trauma can influence an individual to commit serial murder. 
Question 14: If so, are there specific types of childhood trauma that you believe are more likely to contribute to this outcome than others? 
This question received a response from 62 participants and also received a wide range of childhood traumas that participants felt could contribute to the development of serial murderers. Childhood traumas that were mentioned by participants included neglect, divorce, death of a family member, ACEs, and drug misuse. However, the predominant type of childhood trauma that participants felt could influence someone to become a serial was abuse, whether that be physical, emotional, or sexual with 46 participants (74%) mentioning abuse as the main form of trauma that they felt could influence an individual to commit serial murder. 
The viewpoint that trauma in childhood, particularly abuse, can lead to a greater likelihood of an individual becoming a serial murderer in adulthood, which was shared by a large portion of participants, is also supported by findings from the literature which stated if a child has experienced physical, sexual and/or psychological abuse, then they have an increased likelihood of committing a violent act (Lansford et al., 2007; Scottish Government, 2018). Moreover, this viewpoint would also be supported by several high-profile serial murderers, who experienced extreme abuse in their childhood, which has often been credited to have been extremely influential in their decision to commit serial murder. 
Question 15: Do you think that violent media can influence someone to commit serial murder?

                                      Figure 12: Findings from Question 15
Figure 12 shows that this question was fairly divisive among participants with 36 participants (46%) stating yes, 17 participants (22%) stating no, 22 participants (28%) stating maybe, and 3 participants (4%) stating that they were not sure. 
Both male and female participants were found to be equally receptive to the belief that violent media can influence someone to commit serial murder with 21 female participants (49%) and 15 male participants (43%) stating this as their belief. However, it was also observed that a significant portion of female participants expressed uncertainty regarding the existence of a link between violent media and serial murder. About 40% of female participants held this view, which contrasted with male participants who typically held more definitive opinions. Among male participants, only a small percentage, 14%, expressed uncertainty about the link.
Surprisingly, it was found that apart from the 18 -24 age range, in which 2 participants (18%) stated that they believed that violent media could influence someone to commit serial murder, the rest of the age ranges showed quite unanimous support for the idea that violent media could influence someone to commit serial murder with 18 (51%) participants in the 25-34-year-olds group showing support for the theory, 6 participants (35%) in the 35-44-year-olds group showing support for the theory, 4 (50%) in the 45-54-year-olds group showing support for the theory, and 3 (50%) in the 55+-year-olds groups showing support for the theory. This finding was unexpected, as it was assumed that younger generations would be prone to reject this theory, while older generations would be more inclined to accept it. However, it was discovered that a substantial number of participants in the younger age groups were equally likely to believe in this theory as those in the older age groups.
Additionally, the belief that violent media could lead to an individual becoming a serial murderer was more prevalent among participants who had just completed their GCSEs or some form of further education, with 21 participants (62%) expressing this belief. On the other hand, it was found that this belief was less common among individuals who had completed some form of higher education, as only 12 participants (31%) held this belief.
Question 16: If so, which form of media do you think could be most damaging?
This question received a response from 54 participants and also received quite a wide range of types of media that participants felt could contribute to the development of serial murderers. Video games were the most popular type of media that participants thought could cause someone to become a serial murderer with 29 participants (54%) selecting that type of media as being most damaging. Following video games, all types of violent media was the 2nd most popular answer with 10 participants (19%), movies were the 3rd most popular answer with 7 participants (13%), and TV shows and other answers were the joint 4th most popular answer with 3 participants (6%) selecting these options each. 
It was found that the belief that video games could influence an individual to commit serial murder was consistent across all age groups. Moreover, it was also found that the belief TV shows could influence an individual to commit serial murder was strongest in the 18-24-year-olds group and 35-44-year-olds group, with 1 participant (33%) and 17 participants (65%), respectively, stating this as their belief, and the other age groups showing the same level of anti-receptiveness to the idea with 1 participant in the 25-34-year-olds group stating this as their belief, 0 participants in the 45-54-year-olds groups and the 55+-year-olds groups stating this as their belief. 
It was also discovered that the belief that video games, movies, and TV shows could individually influence someone to commit serial murder was equally prevalent across all age groups and educational backgrounds. 
Interestingly, some participants did state types of media that they believed could influence an individual to commit serial murder that this study did not initially think of which included music, social media, and the news. For future studies, it would be worthwhile to include these answers as potential options to determine whether the public considers these types of media to be able to influence individuals to commit serial murder. 











Question 17: Violent media has also been suggested to desensitize young people to violence. Do you find this argument to be credible? 

                                      Figure 13: Findings from Question 17
Figure 13 shows that participants generally believed that violent media could desensitize young people to violence with 46 participants (59%) stating yes, 17 participants (22%) stating no, 7 participants (9%) stating maybe, and 8 participants (10%) stating that they were unsure. 
It was found that female participants were more receptive to the idea that violent media could desensitize young people to violent behaviour than male participants with 30 female participants (70%) stating that they believed that violent media desensitized young people to violence and that figure being just 16 participants (46%) in male participants. 
Generally, it was also discovered that the belief that violent media could desensitize young people to violence increased with age with 2 participants (18%) in the 18-24-year-olds groups stating this as their belief, 24 participants (69%) in the 25-34-year-olds group stating this as their belief, 10 participants (59%) in the 35-44-year-olds group stating this as their belief, 6 participants (75%) in the 45-54-year-olds group stating this as their belief, and 4 (57%) in the 55+-year-olds group stating this as their belief. 
It was found that individuals of all levels of completed education were equally receptive to the idea that violent media could desensitize a young person to violence. 
Despite a vast majority of participants sharing the belief that violent media can influence someone to become a serial murderer and can desensitise young people to violence, these beliefs were generally not backed up by the literature, with some studies finding no real empirical evidence (Przybylski & Weinstein, 2019; Oxford University, 2017). However, some studies have stated that politicians, media outlets, and policymakers have wrongfully associated violent media with violent media throughout the years, despite there being a lack of substantial evidence surrounding the link (Savage, 2004). Due to this, it could be assumed that the considerable support that participants had for these theories could be the result of the continued narrative that has been regularly pushed by various individuals or organisations throughout the years, which might have influenced people's beliefs. 
Question 18: Do you believe that brain abnormalities (e.g. tumours, brain injuries, stroke, or Alzheimer’s disease) can lead to an individual committing serial murder?

                                   Figure 14: Findings from Question 18
Figure 14 shows that this question was fairly divisive among participants with 26 participants (33%) stating yes, 11 participants (14%) stating no, 34 participants (44%) stating maybe, and 7 participants (9%) stating that they were unsure. 
Both male and female participants showed a similar level of receptiveness to the idea that brain abnormalities could influence someone to commit serial murder with 12  male participants (35%) and 14 female participants (33%) showing openness to the idea. However, both male and female participants also showed a similar level of receptiveness to the idea that there could be a link, but they were ultimately not sold on the belief with 14 male participants (40%) and 20 female participants (47%) stating that there might be a link between brain abnormalities and serial murder.
It was discovered that the belief that brain abnormalities can influence someone to commit serial murder generally decreased with age with 7 participants (64%) in the 18-24 years old group showing support for the theory, 11 participants (31%) in the 25-34 year old group showing support for the theory, 4 participants (28%) in the 35-44 years old group showing support for the theory, 3 participants (38%) in the 45-54 years old group showing support for the theory, and 1 participant (14%) in the 55+ year olds group showing support for the theory. It was also found that the age group 25-34 showed the most uncertainty about whether brain abnormalities could influence someone to commit serial murder with 20 participants (57%) in this age range stating that they were uncertain about the link. 
It was found that individuals of all levels of completed education were equally receptive to the idea that brain abnormalities could influence someone to commit serial murder. 
Despite this divisive response to this question, studies have generally supported the idea that brain abnormalities can influence an individual to commit serial murder. Some studies have suggested that there are key areas of the brain, which if abnormal, can result in individuals displaying some of the key behaviours and characteristics that are often displayed by serial murderers (Raine et al., 1997; Sajous-Turner et al., 2019; Rao et al., 2009). 
Question 19: If so, do you think that individuals with brain abnormalities should be held less culpable for their crimes?

                                   Figure 15: Findings from Question 19
[bookmark: _Hlk148974823]Figure 15 shows that this question proved to be highly divisive among participants with 17 participants (23%) stating yes, 16 participants (22%) stating no, 23 participants (32%) stating maybe, and 17 participants (23%) stating that they were unsure.
Men were found to be more receptive to the idea that people with brain abnormalities should be held less accountable for their crimes than female participants with 13 male participants (41%) showing receptiveness to the idea, but only 4 female participants (10%) showing receptiveness to the idea. However, it was also found that there was a lot of uncertainty surrounding whether individuals with brain abnormalities should be held less accountable for the crimes that they commit, with that uncertainty being strongest in female participants. It was found that 14 male participants (44%) held a level of uncertainty surrounding this belief, with that figure being 26 participants (63%) in female participants. 
Similarly to the previous question, it was also found that with this question, generally as age increased, the belief that people with brain abnormalities should be held less culpable for the crimes they commit decreased with 8 participants (73%) in the 18-24 years old group stating this as their belief, 3 participants (9%) in the 25-34 years old group stating this as their belief, 5 participants (38%) in the 35-44-year-old group stating this belief, 0 participants stating this as their belief in the 45-54-year-old group, and 1 participant (14%) stating this as their belief in the 55+-year-old group. 
It was found that individuals of all levels of completed education were equally receptive to the idea that people with brain abnormalities should be held less culpable for crimes that they commit. 
Question 20: Do you believe that peer pressure can influence an individual to commit serial murder?

                                     Figure 16: Findings from Question 20
Figure 16 shows that, again, this question was quite divisive among participants with 30 participants (38%) stating yes, 16 participants (21%) stating no, 27 participants (35%) stating maybe, and 5 participants (6%) stating that they were unsure. 
It was found that female participants were more receptive to the idea that peer pressure could influence someone to commit serial murder with 24 female participants (56%) sharing this belief, but only 6 male participants (17%) sharing this belief. Female participants were also found to have more definitive views about this question, with the male participants typically having more uncertainty about whether peer pressure could influence an individual to commit serial murder. In male participants, 22 participants (63%) expressed uncertainty about the link, with that figure being just 10 participants (23%) in female participants. 
It was found that individuals of all age ranges showed a similar level of receptiveness to the idea that peer pressure could influence someone to commit serial murder. Moreover, it was also found that individuals of all levels of completed education also showed a similar level of receptiveness to the idea that peer pressure could influence someone to commit serial murder. However, it was also discovered that participants who had completed some form of higher education showed a greater level of uncertainty to the link than people who had only completed their GCSEs or some form of further education with 16 participants (41%) who had completed some form of higher education showing uncertainness, and that figure being just 13 participants (29%) with participants who had only completed their GCSEs or some form of further education.






Question 21: If so, do you think that people who succumb to peer pressure should be held as culpable for their crimes as those who commit their crimes independently?

                                  Figure 17: Findings from Question 21
Figure 17 shows that similarly to the previous question, this question was fairly divisive among participants with 39 participants (50%) stating yes, 23 participants (30%) stating no, 8 participants (10%) stating maybe and 8 participants (10%) stating they were unsure. 
Female participants were found to be more significantly more receptive to the notion of holding individuals who succumb to peer pressure less culpable for their crimes with 30 female participants (70%) having this belief, but that figure being just 9 participants (26%) in male participants. 
[bookmark: _Hlk149052271]It was found that all age ranges showed a similar level of receptiveness of individuals who succumb to peer pressure being held less culpable for their crimes, except the age range 25-34, which showed an increased level of receptiveness with 21 participants (60%) in this age range showing receptiveness. 
It was also found that individuals of all levels of completed education showed a similar level of receptiveness of individuals who succumb to peer pressure being held less culpable for their crimes, except for individuals who had completed their master's degree, in which only 4 participants (33%) showed receptiveness to the idea. 
Question 20 and question 21 being fairly divisive among participants would fit with what has been found in the literature with there being conflicting evidence surrounding the links. There have been case studies where individuals have stated that they were influenced by others to commit crimes, which would concur with the links (Bugliosi & Gentry, 2018; Cook, 2022; Sounes, 2019). However, there has also been a lack of study on the links which would also fit with the uncertainness that some participants felt. 
Question 22: Psychopathic and Sociopathic traits have been found to be prevalent in violent offenders such as serial murderers. In your opinion, how do you think these traits develop?

                                  Figure 18: Findings from Question 22
[bookmark: _Hlk149083994]Figure 18 shows that It was found that generally, participants believed that it was a mixture of both inheritance and upbringing that resulted in individuals developing psychopathic and sociopathic traits with 14 participants (18%) stating that they believed that sociopathic and psychopathic traits were the result of a person's upbringing, 5 participants (7%) stating that they believed that sociopathic and psychopathic traits were the result of a person's genetics, 48 participants (62%) stating that they believed sociopathic and psychopathic traits were the result of a person’s upbringing and their genetics, and 10 participants (13%) stating that they were unsure. 
It was found that a mixture of upbringing and inheritance was the most popular belief among male and female participants with 17 male participants (50%) and 31 female participants (72%) sharing this belief. it was also discovered that male participants were more receptive to the idea that psychopathic and sociopathic traits could be inherited with 5 male participants (15%) sharing this belief but 0 female participants sharing this belief. it was also discovered that both male and female participants showed a similar level of receptiveness to the belief that a person’s upbringing can be the cause of sociopathic and psychopathic traits with 7 male participants (21%) and 7 female participants (16%) sharing this belief. Moreover, it was also discovered that the uncertainness as to how these traits develop was also similar in both male and female participants with 5 male participants (15%) and 5 female participants (12%) sharing this uncertainness.  
It was also found that individuals across various age groups and levels of completed education exhibited similar levels of receptiveness to the various beliefs about the development of psychotic and sociopathic traits.





Question 23: Do you believe that all individuals with psychopathic or sociopathic traits will inevitably become criminals?

                                  Figure 19: Findings from Question 23
Figure 19 shows that overwhelmingly, participants believed that individuals with psychopathic or sociopathic traits will not inevitably become criminals with 8 participants (10%) stating yes, 60 participants (77%) stating no, 8 participants (10%) stating maybe, and 2 participants stated that they were unsure. 
It was found that both male and female participants were equally receptive to the idea that individuals with psychopathic and sociopathic traits will not inevitably become criminals. Moreover, participants of different age ranges and of different levels of completed education were also equally receptive to the idea that individuals with psychopathic and sociopathic traits will not inevitably become criminals. 
Studies would concur with the belief that people with psychopathic and sociopathic traits will not inevitably become criminals due to studies finding that these conditions are relatively common, with most individuals with these conditions being successful, law-abiding citizens (Ogloff & Davis, 2014; APS, 2016; Rhul, 2023). 

























If so, which side of the nature vs nurture debate would you consider yourself to be on?

 [PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Nature	Nurture	Mixture	N/A	7	10	35	27	

Do you think that a person can be born a murderer?

 [PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
 [PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	23	34	15	4	

Do you think that specific genes can influence a person to commit serial murder?

[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
 [PERCENTAGE]
 [PERCENTAGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	31	21	20	6	

Do you think that mandatory genetic testing should be carried out to determine whether individuals possess genes that could cause violent behaviour?

Yes	No	maybe	unsure	15	43	9	10	


Do you think that mental health conditions can infleunce a person to commit serial murder?

 [PERCENTAGE]
 [PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	63	1	4	

Do you believe that criminal and violent behaviour can be learnt from others?

[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]


Yes	Maybe	76	2	

Do you believe that instances of trauma in childhood can cause soemone to become a serial murderer? 

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	66	2	8	2	


Do you think that violent media can infleunce someone to commit serial murder?

[PERCENTAGE]

 [PERCENTAGE]

[PERCENTAGE]

 [PERCENTAGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	36	17	22	3	
Violent media has also beens suggested to desensitize young people to violence. Do you find this argument to be credible?

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	46	17	7	8	


Do you think that brain abnormalities could lead to a person committing serial murder?

[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	26	11	34	7	

If so, do you think that individuals with brain abnromalities should be held less culpable for their crimes?

[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	17	16	23	17	

Do you believe that peer pressure can influence an individual to commit serial murder?

[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	30	16	27	5	

If so, do you think that people who succumb to peer pressure should be held less culpable for crimes that they commit?

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	39	23	8	8	


Psycopathic and sociopathic traits have been found to be prevelant in serial murderers. How do you think these traits develop?

[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]
[PERCENTAGE]

Upbringing	Inherited	Mix	Unsure	14	5	48	10	

Do you believe thay all individuals with psychopathic or sociopathic traits will inevitably become criminals? 

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure 	8	60	8	2	


How old are you?





Total	18-24	25-34	35-44	45-54	55+	11	34	17	8	7	


What is the highest level of education you have completed?





Total	A Levels	Bachelor's Degree	GCSE's	Master's Degree	No Answer	Prefer not to say 	14	27	19	12	1	4	


Were you previously aware of the nature vs nurture debate?

Yes	No	Maybe	Unsure	41	30	2	5	
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