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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


[bookmark: _Hlk148733870][bookmark: _Hlk148736282]The main pieces of legislation and guidance within children’s services in Wales relating to safeguarding include the Children Act 1989 and 2004 (CA 1989 and 2004), and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989 (UNCRC) (Unicef, 1989). 

SSWB(W)A 2014 refers to the Children Act 1989. The SSWB(W)A made a change to the previous terminology ‘vulnerable child’ to ‘child at risk’ and removed the threshold criteria for ‘significant harm’ in order for enquires to be made. Section 47 outlines the duties which the local authority must undertake. Part 7, SSWB(W)A 2014 includes safeguarding for Children’s and Adults Services. Part 7, S130, SSWB(W)A 2014 considers the duty to report a child at risk. Under S130 (4) it states that “a child at risk” is a child who (a)is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm, and (b) has needs for care and support. 

In volume 5 of the ‘handling individual cases’ there is guidance to safeguard children at risk it includes the following categories of abuse a child may experience: the well known of physical, emotional and psychological, sexual abuse and neglect. Also including criminal exploitation, female genital mutilation, radicalisation and modern day slavery and financial abuse. (Welsh Government). 

It can be difficult to determine what establish abuse and it can depend on different factors, however there are indicators that may support with identifying a child at risk. Signs of neglect may be poor hygiene that is affecting a child’s health including persistent infestations, being unkempt and lack of school attendance (National Institute of Health and Care Excellence (NICE 2017). Signs of physical abuse may include types of injury or the presentation of illness especially if in the presence of one particular person (NICE, 2017). Signs of emotional abuse may include change in behaviour, including state of aggression or withdrawal. Also over friendliness to strangers, self harm, bed wetting, issues with eating behaviour (NICE, 2017). Signs of sexual abuse may include sexually transmitted diseases, self harm, sexualised behaviour and pregnancy (NICE, 2017). Other signs to consider are the person that is the carer, this may include hostility towards the child, inappropriate expectation or refusal to allow the child to speak to a professional on their own (NICE, 2017). 

The Local Authority has a duty to investigate any concerns raised under S126, SSWB(W)A 2014 and S47 of the CA 1989. This includes the initial decision made and is no further action required. Then an assessment is required under Part 3 SSWB(W)A 2014. If immediate action is needed or there is rational cause to suspect significant harm is taking place or took place then a strategy meeting is needed under S47 Children Act 1989. 

Under my current geographical area, referrals are submitted via single point of access during office hours or through the emergency duty team outside of office hours. When a concern for a child is received, the person that has taken the report has to assess the level of risk and completes an initial investigation and takes action based on this information within the working day. If the child is in immediate danger or a crime is suspected, the police would also be contacted. Then a child protection plan may be recommended.


Word Count = 540







	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

Since the implementation of the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWBA(W)A) 2014, there are a number of variants between adults and children’s safeguarding that have decreased. Only until fairly recently has there been a safeguarding board (North Wales Safeguarding Board 2020) and legislative duties for adults services which was introduce under the SSWBA(W)A 2014. Children’s service has always had a safeguarding board and legislative duties in place. 

Under the handling of individual cases guidance (SSWB(W)A 2014) it now included  financial abuse and psychological abuse as categories of abuse a child may experience (Welsh Government, 2020a). 

There still remains some differentiation within children’s services and the main legislation professional refer to is the SSWB(W)A 2014 and the Children Act 1989. A specific difference in safeguarding adults and children is the ability to decline intervention and support. Children under the age of 16 would not be the decision maker around what support and intervention is decline. Adults who have mental capacity as defined in the Mental Capacity Act 2005 are able to decline intervention. Furthermore, the MCA 2005 also applied to children 16 years and older and if agreed to have mental capacity, they were also able to decline intervention (MCA 2005)

Within adults service, the SSWB(W)A 2014 and MCA 2005 are the significant pieces of legislation. The  differentiation in these are adults are unquestionably assessed as to whether they have the capacity to make decisions. Whereas, individuals over 16 years of age are assessed to see if they have the capacity to make decisions. Children and individuals under the age of 16 are assessed to whether they have the capability to make decisions. 

Under the MCA 2005, adults have the right (unless deemed to lack capacity)  to make the decision not to protect themselves and decline a referral to safeguarding. As part of the safeguarding process adults are informed and asked questions on all decisions that affect them. However in children’s, consent from the child and anyone with parental responsibility do not a referral to be made. Although should be involved during the enquiries and during the child protection conferences.

In terms of abuse to it is important to consider the differences that may present in adults and children. An example of this would be financial abuse. In adults this may present in the form of unpaid bill. Whereas in children’s this may present in the way of weigh loss. As a social worker it is necessary to be aware of signs of abuse in both areas. (CCW, 2015). 

Word Count = 419
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