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Discussing and evaluation the collection and usage of “evidence” in evidence based policing
Introduction
Even though police put their best effort into their sector, sometimes a better output cannot be achieved by using ineffective strategies and tactics. For this reason, tactics should be chosen after doing proper testing so that they work towards a combined goal. Some tactics can be reoffending people at advanced levels or some can be more time-consuming and energy consumption compared to other tactics outputs. All these lead to choosing evidence-based policing to adapt at work.
Main analysis
The police mainly work based on the training they got in the initial stage, their intuition, and their experiences (Carrington et al., 2018). But to provide better service, people should study what they do to understand what is working and what is not. Here the concept of evidence-based policing comes into the limelight.
In evidence-based policing, the police will update their practices with proper scientific evidence (Brown et al., 2018). And thus, the best evidence will help in evaluating the whole process. Many studies have been done on policing. But these research projects by the researchers and academics were confined to themselves. The front-liners who need to know about those studies could not get them.
In evidence-based policing, the available evidence is used for informing and challenging the policies, decisions, and practices related to policing (Mitchell, 2019). In this process, the most useful research techniques will be used for making queries. Evidence-based policing does not help with providing any definite answer (Fleming and Rhodes, 2018). Rather, the people using this should be reflective on using the most appropriate and available evidence and should learn from both successful and failed attempts. There are mainly two components that can be spotted in evidence-based policing, and both of them are important in the same way (Mitchell and Huey, 2018).
The first component is an increasing amount of research being done on policing policies (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). Policies use findings on their work from many different research projects and academic journals done by researchers and criminologists. But this research can be done in conjunction with the police and their research, as the police have the most accurate view of these crimes and real-life experiences. The second component is translating the findings in a way that is easier to understand and will attract the target audiences (Mitchell and Huey, 2018). This is a difficult task because academic research and jurisdiction have different goals. There are just a few professors who use academic research for their work and are known as pracademic cops (Kuchar, 2020). But increasing the number of police officers using evidence-based policing to find out the cause of local crimes is also another component of it.
Crime is caused for many different reasons, and criminology theories work with those reasons to find out. Any particular theory is not enough to explain a crime; rather, a combination of different theories helps with finding one. Criminals can carry on a crime because of the genetic aspect, and that will fall under biological theories. Biological theory tells us that having certain biological conditions increases the chance of engaging in crime (Posick and McBride, 2018). In psychological theory, it is thought that crime does happen because of different individual personalities and behaviours. This is often the case because of the interaction of a biological condition with different social experiences (Farrington et al., 2018). The latest psychological theory is a behaviour-based theory, which says that all types of behaviour are mainly learned and thus can be manipulated by using both reinforcement and punishment according to the requirements (Maruna, 2021). Then coming to the sociological theories, which help in developing a bunch of different criminological theories. According to sociological theories, biologically and psychologically normal people can commit crimes in particular social circumstances (Farrington, 2018). Evidence-based policing helps with proper research findings to acknowledge what is the root cause of this crime and thus make the prevention process stronger over time. For example, if a crime occurs because of genetic reasons, its punishment and prevention will be different from those of a crime that occurs for a particular social reason.
In evidence-based policing, many different processes are being used for analysing the data and, from that, creating enough evidence. Those processes range from collecting the data to disseminating the findings. The process starts with the step of data collection. This step involves the collection of relevant data from different resources, like surveys, interviews, crime reports, databases, etc. This information can be related to crime rates at different places, crime situations, criminals’ characteristics’, victims’ characteristics, and other important variables (Lumsden and Goode, 2018). After that, it comes to the data cleaning and preparation step, where the collected data will be prepared for analysis purposes. This step is done through categorization, coding, and transformation of the data into the required formats. To do these things, statistical software and other analysis tools are being used. 
Then comes the analysis part, where different techniques will be used for analysing the data. This step gets carried forward by using both descriptive statistics and inferential statistics. These statistical techniques help with finding out means, standard derivations, regression analysis, patterns, trends, etc. (Hardyns and Rummens, 2018). These analyses help with showing relationships among the data and thus help with hypotheses in crime research. Just analysing the data is not enough; it has to come with the proper interpretation, and the next step in the data analysis process helps with that. These entire interpretations can be presented through different visual aids to make them understandable and easy to access (Kabacoff, 2022).Conclusions will be drawn based on the interpretation made in the prior step, and evidence will be gathered based on those conclusions. Evidence will be created by generalising the data analysis (Brayne, 2020). The conclusions got from the analysis help challenge current criminological theories. The next step in the process is peer review, which is very necessary for creating reliable evidence. Peer review refers to submitting the research findings to experts for evaluation purposes and getting feedback on them (Langfeldt, 2020). Peer review ensures the findings' reliability, validity and quality of work. And after going through all these processes, the information gets disseminated to its target audience or front-line service providers. The dissemination process gets done by publishing the research paper in an academic journal, or it can be presented at the conference. Thus, the findings get shared with the people they should.
Now here comes the most important part, collecting data for analysis purposes. These data can be collected from many different sources according to the needs and requirements. Some of the common sources to collect data are surveys, interviews, secondary data, etc. Talking about a survey, this system refers to a process where structured questions will be asked to individuals or a group of people to get to know their mind-set, behaviours, etc. about policing (Flick, 2018). A survey should be conducted among stakeholders, which will yield more accurate results than polling the general public. The stakeholders here will be the community members, police officers, victims of crimes, criminals, etc. (Solymosi and Bowers, 2018). 
Another efficient way of collecting data is from already existing sources out there. Much research has been done prior on the same topic, and those research can be found in research papers, academic journals, conference papers, online, etc. Other than that, some other sources where primary data can be found are crime reports, investigation reports, law enforcement agencies, etc. For using these data, one needs to be careful about their authenticity and reliability. Observing a related group of people is another method of gathering data. In this case, observation can be done on the policing-related events and related parties' behaviours. This whole process can be both direct and indirect. Some of the situations where observations can be done are traffic systems and patrolling systems while the neighbourhood walks. According to Francis and Davies (2018), data can also be gathered by manipulating or comparing different variables. This comparison or manipulation helps with understanding specific policing strategies’ effectiveness or drawbacks and where improvements need to be made. This method of collecting data is called experimental studies. In evidence-based policing, the main portion of data is used from data analysis, where many statistical techniques get used. In evidence-based policing, both qualitative and quantitative data collection methods get used for making decisions, improving policing strategies, etc. One has to keep in mind that, in whatever way data is collected, it should be ethical and relevant to the matter. Only then will it serve the purpose of evidence-based policing.
In the whole concept, evidence repositories play a huge role. Evidence repository refers to the safe storage of all documents (Willis et al., 2021). These evidence repositories can be a great tool for strongly implementing evidence-based policing in the coming days. Some examples of evidence repositories will be the College of Policing, police databases, etc. This usage of evidence repositories comes with both a negative and a positive side, just like any other concept.
One of the main benefits of using an evidence repository is that it gives you access to relevant and necessary data. These evidence repositories offer a wide variety of relevant data, including different research papers, academic journals, crime reports, etc. It has been mentioned earlier that in evidence-based policing, improvements are made to the policing strategies based on the best accessible evidence. When the evidence repository offers a huge range of data, it makes it easier to adopt evidence-based policing. Just having access to a wide range of information is not enough; rather, the data needs to be reliable and relevant, which can be ensured through the use of these evidence repositories. For example, the College of Policing maintains strict protocols while collecting, analysing, and presenting the data (Sidebottom et al., 2020). This procedure ensures the authenticity and quality of the stored data. In evidence-based policing, collaboration is a very important aspect. These evidence repositories help with connecting researchers, policymakers, and front-line workers together (Brancale et al., 2021). Thus, an improved and efficient policing environment can be obtained.
Evidence repositories do come with some minor drawbacks, like variability in quality, difficulty implementing, lack of benchmarks and consistency, etc. All evidence repositories don’t provide quality data and do not fulfil the requirements properly. Collecting data from the evidence repository that doesn’t go through quality control can be destructive to evidence-based policing. Evidence-based policing is not only about accessing relevant data; rather, using these data to improve output is the main goal. Implementing this collected evidence into real-life situations can be difficult due to organisational differences, cultural differences, resource constraints, etc. (Willis, Daniels and Gettis, 2021). Another problem that can be spotted is not having any benchmarks for the whole process. That results in inconsistency and low-quality data. This also makes the data comparison difficult, which hinders the effectiveness of evidence-based policing. Thus, when choosing evidence repositories, one should be careful about the authenticity and the quality check measures for that.
Conclusion
Evidence-based policing helps improve policing strategies with a scientific approach. Different evidence repositories help greatly with accessing the required evidence and working collaboratively. It takes a lot of steps to turn random data into evidence. Evidence-based policing helps with enhanced professionalism and a data-driven decision-making process that is generally effective.
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