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Talking About Art 
Artists throughout the centuries have observed life. They interpret the world in ways that make us question and think. Artists working today are no different. They look at ways of expressing the values and concerns we have as human beings. 
Artwork has always been made using the methods and materials available to the artist at the time. Artists will use whatever they need or have to hand to communicate. Today this list of materials and ways of working is extensive and still growing. 
The best starting point is usually to experience the work itself, ideally at first hand in the gallery but through reproductions if necessary. Many artists want us to think or react to what we can see. Others invite us to be active participants in the work. It is important to give pupils plenty of time to look and think. Experiencing art is all about a personal response to it and encouraging this type of response in your pupils will help them to engage with the work and enjoy it. 
Open ended questions can be used to draw out your group’s responses to the work. Pupils should be encouraged to think not of one correct reading of the artwork but of many. None of their answers will be wrong. Every individual will have a different response because it will be based on their own experiences of life. 


Before visiting the Exhibition 
These are general questions that could trigger a discussion and could be used before visiting any exhibition. 
· What do you expect to see at the gallery?   
· What does being an artist mean?  
· What different ways are there of making art? Painting? Installation? Sculpture?  
· Who decides what a work of art means?  
Planning an educational visit
PAIR WORK
Discuss and develop a 10-point plan for organising an educational visit to a gallery:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
10.
UNDERSTANDING – Skill 1, National Curriculum 
PAIR WORK 
The questions below could be asked about all of the works in the gallery. It is important to emphasise that there is no set answer. Opinions will differ. Pupils should feel able to question, to challenge ideas and to make their own interpretations. Please answer the questions below based on an item in the SWANSEA STORIES exhibition:
· What can you see?

· What is your first reaction to this work? 

· Does it remind you of anything? Does it make you think about anything? 

 
· Describe the colours, shapes, forms and textures you can see. 

· How big is the artwork? What effect does scale have on the artwork?  


· How is it made? What materials and techniques have been used?  

· What is it? A film, photograph, installation, etc? 


 What is it all about? 
· What do you think the artist wants to communicate? 

· Is the artwork about a subject, issue or theme? 


· Is this art about real life? 

· How does this artwork make you feel? 


· Does the work have a title? Does this affect the way you see it? 

· Who is the artist? Do you think the background of the artist can tell us about why or how it was created, or what it might be about? 



UNDERSTANDING – Skill 1, National Curriculum 
PAIR WORK to encourage children to engage with the work: 
Try out the following:
1. Look at the work and discuss your initial reactions. Ask each pair to describe their response to the work to the whole group.



2. If the artist was here, what 3 questions would you want to ask about the art work? 




3. I can remember... look at one art work. Look closely for one minute. Turn away from the work. Describe one thing you remember seeing. 
 


4. New title If you had just finished making this work what title would you give it? Talk about the titles they have chosen ‐ why have they chosen their titles? Talk about the title that the artist has given the work. 



5. First thoughts Sit in front of the work. What is the first word or thought that comes into your mind? Make a class list of these words. These can help when producing a piece of writing about the work. 


6. A conversation with the artwork.
Look at the work. What sort of questions does the artist want us to think about? 
· Is the artist challenging us to think about the world we live in?  
· Is the artist informing us about something that has happened?  
· Is the artist having a conversation with us through the work? 



INVESTIGATING – Skill 2, National Curriculum  
INDIVIDUAL WORK 
Make a sketch of the work you are studying in the box below.

















Study the work closely. Do a line drawing of one aspect of the work with your eyes closed in the box below.
 














UNDERSTANDING – Skill 1, National Curriculum 
After visiting the exhibition, it is important to reflect on and evaluate what you have experienced. Here are some questions to consider with children: 
· What did you like most about the exhibition? 

·  What did you like least about the exhibition? 


· Which work would you most like to have in your home? Why? 

· Was the exhibition what you were expecting? What were you expecting? 


· What surprised you and why were you surprised? 

· Did you learn anything new at the exhibition? 


· Has visiting the exhibition changed the way you think about art? 

· Do you think any of the artists in the exhibition will influence the way you make art? 


· Would you like to visit the Glynn Vivian again? 

MAKING – Skill 3, National Curriculum 
MAKING 
How would you use ideas from this exhibition to develop art making back in school? Please write 3 ideas below:
1.

2.

3.
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