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Draft (2500 words)

1. Introduction (250 words)
-K-pop idols have been globally popular over the past decade
-K-pop masculinity differs from normalized masculinity
-Why it is important to analyze K-pop idols
Because K-pop idols show the evolution of modern masculinity in an understandable way.
Also, since K-pop has a huge influence on the world, it affects global gender perspectives.

2. Theoretical Framework (500 words)
-R.W. Connell
Hegemonic Masculinity
Masculinities
Performative Acts and Gender Constitution
-Judith Butler
Gender Trouble
-Michel Foucault
Discipline and Punish

3. K-pop and the Challenge to Hegemonic Masculinity (800 words)
-Beauty practices (makeup, skincare)
-fashion (Jewelry, manicure, long hair)
-Emotional Expression (crying, Expressions of affection among members, Songs about loneliness and anxiety)
-Cuteness/aegyo (smile, childlike behaviour)

4. Limitations: Commercialization and Regulation (600 words)
K-pop does not completely escape hegemonic masculinity. It reconstructs masculinity in new forms.
-Commercialized Masculinity
K-pop masculinity was not made naturally but by the companies’ strategy.
-Rainbow Capitalism
K-pop has an image of progressive gender. However, there are few actual depictions of LGBTQ+ people, and they only use safe diversity as a commodity
-Queerbaiting
There is homoerotic fan service, but almost no openly queer idols. The rules regarding dating are also strict.

5. Conclusion (250 words)
K-pop broadens masculinity and challenges Western hegemonic masculinity but it also creates new norms.

Three big arguments
1. K-pop challenges traditional hegemonic masculinity.
2. Soft masculinity demonstrates that masculinity is socially performed.
3. K-pop simultaneously commercializes and regulates masculinity.
