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ABSTRACT
This report presents the methodology and results of a graveyard survey conducted at St Peter's Church in Lampeter to record the details of Polish memorials belonging to individuals who participated in military service during World War 2. Although prior research indicated such individuals were in the graveyard, no definitive list was discovered, and little else was known. During the initial visit, relevant graves were identified by ribbons in the colours of the Polish flag placed on memorials. The survey was conducted over five visits, with all memorials located in the northern section of the graveyard. All memorials were photographed and recorded in a database for further analysis. A copy of the database is available in the appendix of this report. The survey recorded ninety-one individuals on sixty-three memorials, with initial research identifying twenty-two individuals who had served in the Polish Army and Air Force.
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1. INTRODUCTION
Graveyards provide insight into past generations, social structures, and beliefs through memorials (Mytum, 2000, pp. 1-2; Francis, 2003). The churchyard and its gravestones are of archaeological interest and provide valuable historical evidence of the local population's life. Accurate records of these grave memorials are crucial for their preservation and cultural significance (Jones, 1979, pp. iv-5; Mytum, 2002). 

This report concerns a graveyard survey conducted at St Peter's Church (See Figure 1.1), Church Hill, Lampeter, SA48 7ER, in Ceredigion, West Wales (See Figures 1.2 & 1.3). The Anglican Church is part of the Church in Wales and the United Benefice of Lampeter (The Church in Wales, 2024). The Grid Reference is SN5754448356 (Coflein, 2021). Figures 1.4 and 1.5 show the border of the church grounds. Research shows the Church recorded on a Tithe map from 1898 to 1908 (See Figure 1.6). The church grounds are shown in aerial photographs in Figures 1.7 and 1.8.
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The earliest written record of a church here dates from 1291. Many regard the current building, constructed in a high Victorian Gothic style, as one of the region's best examples of Victorian church architecture. Built from 1868 to 1870, it replaced a poorly constructed church built between 1836 and 1838 (Coflein, 2021). It is a large multicell church located on an elevated site of Church Street, making it a prominent landmark in the surrounding area (Coflein, 2021) and is Grade II listed (Dyfed Archaeology, 2024). The parish graveyard is available and open to people of all religious faiths (Mytum, 2004, p. 144).
In the northern part of the graveyard lie the graves of Polish immigrants who settled in this area before, during, or after World War 2. After World War II, many Polish ex-service members and their families chose to stay in Britain instead of returning to Communist-controlled Poland. The Polish Resettlement Act of 1947 allowed over 200,000 Poles to remain in the UK (History Points, 2024; Bifulco and Smojkis, 2023). As a result, Lampeter was once the centre of a thriving Polish agricultural community (Sword, 1996, pp. 94-95).
This report presents the findings of a survey of Polish memorials at St Peter’s graveyard to identify those individuals with World War 2 military service. Polish flag ribbons, possibly placed after the Polish Day of Independence on Nov. 11th, initially identified these graves (Institute of National Remembrance, 2024). The report further examines the memorials' distribution, typology, inscriptions, symbols, and decoration. It will also identify memorial inscriptions with specific military references and the results of further research on all individuals recorded via open-source methods.
2. METHOD
The author visited the graveyard on five occasions to gather the necessary data. The methods used for data collection included using a digital camera and mobile phone to take photographs, sketching the surveyed area, and taking notes. Throughout the survey, graves with a Polish flag ribbon (white and red, 3/4 inch wide) were identified and analysed in the northern section of the graveyard. This area was divided into four sections: A, B, C and D (See Figure 2.1), with memorials recorded and plotted.
A Microsoft Excel database was created to record all data (See Appendix 1), allowing for analysis, comparison, and research. Google Translate was used for the Polish inscriptions. 
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In addition to biographical data, any symbology or etchings, indicators of faith, and military service details were entered.

Memorial typology was recorded, and an index was created for cross-reference on the database (See Table 2.1 and Appendix 2). Several graves had variations of the I.H.S. symbol (See Figure 2.2 for examples), associated with the Catholic Faith and the Jesuits (Donnelly, 2005; Mytum, 2004, pp. 139-140). Data was researched using open-source methods. 
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3. RESULTS

Results are divided into two parts. Section A analyses memorials identified by Polish flag ribbon, including language, inscription, symbols, and decorations. Section B focuses on military service identified from inscriptions and primary research on names, with examples of positive results.


A. MEMORIALS
Sixty-three memorials with 91 names were found, all oriented towards the East. Figure 3.1 displays the distribution of the memorials among the defined areas (See Figure 2.1). Figure 3.2 shows each section’s use from the 1940s to the 2010s.
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TYPOLOGY OF MEMORIALS AND DISTRIBUTION
Memorial designs were analysed, and the total numbers for each are shown in Figure 3.3 according to the index created (See Table 2.1). Figure 3.4 further analyses these by showing each design's distribution by area. 
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MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS
Six of the 63 memorials had inscriptions primarily in English, with the remaining 57 in Polish (See Figure 3.5). 
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SYMBOLS AND ETCHINGS ON MEMORIALS
Figure 3.6 shows 22 I.H.S. symbols recorded, and Figure 3.7 shows 14 etchings recorded.
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These etchings include poppies, crosses, and the Virgin Mary, one with the Polish paratrooper jump wings with a combat wreath (See Figure 3.8) (Swooping Eagle, 2017), two with the Polish Air Force Checkerboard (See Figure 3.9) (The Aviationist, 2024). Two memorials have V.M. after the name (See Figure 3.10), believed to be the Polish Order of the Virtuti Militari (FEEFHS, 2024). In addition, two received the K.W. or Krzyz Walecznych, known as the Polish Cross of Valour (See Figure 3.11) (Imperial War Museums, 2024)
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B. MILITARY SERVICE
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Figure 3.13 shows the names identified with military service by rank, specifically the Polish Army, which totals 25. The same is done for the Polish Air Force in Figure 3.14, which totals 7.
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EXAMPLES OF RESEARCH
Below are three examples of open-source research on details recorded on memorials. Several others are available upon request to the author.

1. [image: A person in a uniform

Description automatically generated]Leokadia Krzepisz, an officer in the Polish resistance, is buried in section C (See Figures 3.8 and 3.10). She was awarded Poland's Cross of Valour for her role in the Warsaw Uprising during World War II. She was later taken as a prisoner of war and held in Germany's Oberlangen camp for women (History Points, 2024). Her husband, Major Edmund Krzepisz (See Figure 3.15), is buried with her. He was a pilot in the Polish Air Force, serving in 300 and 304 Squadrons (Aircrew Remembered, 2024; ListaKrystka, 2024).

2. Andrzej Gdula, a Polish army officer, was sent to a Siberian gulag by the Soviets during WWII. He escaped and joined the Polish army in the Middle East. After the war, he and his wife Maria came to Britain and are buried in section C.
[image: A person in a military uniform

Description automatically generated]
3. Polish Army Colonel Edward Dojan-Surowka (See Figure 3.16) deserted his troops during the 1939 Invasion of Poland. Historians consider him one of the worst officers of the Polish army during the 1939 campaign (Wikipedia, 2024).



4. DISCUSSION

The origin of the Polish ribbons is unknown, and they may have been placed on memorials for Polish Independence Day on November 11th. Without them, it would have been challenging to identify those who served in World War 2, as there are few indications on the inscriptions. Research on these individuals is difficult, as they are not recorded on databases such as the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. The church may hold further information but was closed when visited.

The survey shows, as would be expected, that the earliest memorials were closest to the church in Section A. The graveyard expanded in subsequent decades as accommodation for new burial areas was required.  Results show the most popular memorial designs are cross variations, followed by the traditional headstone. The memorials were mainly concentrated in sections C and D of the northwest extended graveyard area, with Section D being the most recently used area for all burials. Section B, a smaller area along the northern boundary, accounted for only 3% and contained later memorials from the 1980s and 1990s.  

All individuals' death dates by decade were examined to see if that would help us understand the location of the memorials and the graveyard's expansion. This showed the expansion to accommodate new burials from the 1940s to the 2010s. Sections C and D, the most significant areas, began to be used in the 1950s, peaking during the 1970s and 1980s. This correlates with data showing the average age of death as 1980. 

The I.H.S. symbology on the memorials confirms that dispensation was given to Catholics to be buried in the graveyard. Our Lady of Mount Carmel, a Catholic church, is within 100 metres of St Peter’s but has no cemetery. The symbols were found primarily on the cross-style memorials and were distributed across all sections, but mainly in section C due to the higher concentration of memorials. One-fifth of the memorial etchings displayed military service, with 32 identified military ranks. Although the military service of several individuals has been identified, further research is required for those still unknown.
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· APPENDIX 2: Examples relating to Table 2.1 Index to Memorial styles, St Peter’s Church


[image: A grave stone with flowers and candles

Description automatically generated][image: A close-up of a grave stone

Description automatically generated][image: A cross with a red and white ribbon

Description automatically generated]                                                                                                                            
[image: A cross with a red and white ribbon

Description automatically generated][image: A close-up of a grave

Description automatically generated]
                1.                            2.                             3.                                       4.                                   5.


[image: A tombstone with flowers on it

Description automatically generated][image: A close-up of a grave stone

Description automatically generated]
[image: A close-up of a tombstone

Description automatically generated][image: A tombstone with a cross and flowers

Description automatically generated][image: A close-up of a tombstone

Description automatically generated]

                  6.                                  7.                                  8.                              9.                             10.



				
[image: A grave stone with a cross on it

Description automatically generated]
			
[image: A grave stone with flowers

Description automatically generated][image: A tombstone with a flower in the middle

Description automatically generated]
[image: A close-up of a headstone

Description automatically generated]








                 11.                             12.                                  13.                             14.

          




1

image4.png
Figure 1.2: Lampeter, Ceredigion (Google Maps, 2024) Figure 1.3: Locanon of St Peter’s Church in Lampeter
(Google Maps, 2024) (Google Maps, 2024)
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Figure 1.6: 1 6: 5t Pems Church displayed on map recorded 1898-1908.
(RCAHMW, 2024)
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Figures 1.7 & 1.8: St Peters Church aerial view facing South (Coffein, 2021)
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Figure 2. 1 Relevant area of St Peters Church Graveyard
split into sections (Coflein, 2021)
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Table 2.1: Index to Memorial styles and designs recorded at St Peter’s Church.

Index to Shape

1_| Simple Latin Cross with 2 step base

2| Simple Latin Cross with 1 step base

3| Traditional gravestone, bed grave, parallel sided, raised

4| Cross with expanded terminals, 1 step base, bed grave, parallel sided, raised
S5_| Simple Latin cross, 3 step base, bed grave, parallel sided, raised
3

7

8

9

Flat top with shoulders, 1 step

Traditional, 1 step, curve to top

Simple Latin cross with 3 step base
Traditional, 1 step, flat top

10 Traditional, 1 step, flat top, 1 shoulder

11 | Traditional, 1 step, flat top, raised centre
12 | Traditional, 1 step, sinuous

13 | Flat top, 1 step, with dropped shoulders

14 Cross with expanded terminals, 2 step base
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Figure 2.2: Examples of variations of IHS symbols recorded at
St Peter’s Church (Bakewell, 2024)
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Figure 3.1: St Peter’s Church graveyard sections and distribution of memorials.
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Figure 3.2: Graph showing the history of each graveyard section A-D from the 19405 to 2010s.




image13.png
Quantity

19

14

4
3

| 2 o2 2
1.1ln.
7 8 9 10 1 12 13 14
Memorial Type

2

111
llll
12 3 4 5 6

Figure 3.3: Memorial designs recorded at St Peter’s Church.
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Figure 3.4: Memorial designs recorded for areas A-D at St Peter’s Church.
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Figure 3.5: Memorials displaying primarily English inscriptions (Bakewell 2024).
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Figure 3.7: Memorials with etchings recorded at St Peter’s Church.
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Figure 3.6: Memorials with I.H.S. symbols.
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(Bakewell, 2024).
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Figure 3.9: Polish Air Force Checkerboard (Bakewell, 2024).
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Figure 3.10: Polish Order of the Virtuti Miltar and Krzyz Walecznych (Bakewall, 2024)
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Figure 3.12: Number of names identified with military service.
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Figure 3.14: Polish Air Force Ranks identified.




image24.png
3
s 10

= COLONEL = MAIOR

 CAPTAIN « LIEUTENANT

 CORPORAL #ENSIGN

= OFFICER (NO FURTHER INFO) = UNKNOWN RANK

Figure 3.13: Polish Army Ranks identified.
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Figure 3.15: Edmund K;zépisz
(Aircrew Remembered, 2024)
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Figure 3.16: Edmund Dojan-Surowka
(Wikimedia Commons, 2022)
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A graveyard survey: Saint Peter’s Church, Lampeter (2000 words
equivalent).

Brief: The focus of the research is up to students. They can choose which elements to
engage with and concentrate on. They can look at any aspect of the graveyard, the
environment, the landscape, or anything that interests them during the field trips and
visits. For those wishing to concentrate on the memorials and commemoration. Students
are at liberty to work within a disciplinary perspective.

BA Archaeology
Module: HPHP4002
Module Lead: Thomas Humphrey

Richard Bakewell (2204367)





