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One issue that all areas have in common is crime. There are many different reasons why crimes are committed and why some criminals are repeat offenders. There are hundreds of ways that the authorities can deter individuals from committing more crimes. Crime prevention theories look more at the science behind the crimes. The movement of crime prevention theories have come to be associated with particular methods of evaluation and systematic review, (Knutsson; Thompson, 2017). Crime prevention is an attempt to reduce the number of crimes committed. There are many ways that the government can work alongside local authorities to bring down the crime rates. Theories look at the reason for committing a crime rather than who is offending. Crime science is concerned with the characteristics of the criminal event, (Knutsson; Thompson, 2017).
The preventive theory attempts to prevent criminal activity before it happens. It seeks to disable the criminal before they have the opportunity and the desire to commit a crime. “Prevention would accordingly seem to be the chief and only universal purpose of punishment,” Holmes, J (2019).
One theory is Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design. CPTED, a multi-disciplinary approach, hopes to not only prevent crime but also the fear of crime. The UK currently has the most advanced system. The solutions to this theory appear to be common sense and it is one of the most resilient theories. So far, this theory has been quite a success. It works well within areas that are in dire need for a reform. Building a more supporting community helps to motivate mobs to put their energies into other hobbies, swaying them into making good decisions instead of them choosing to be involved in gangs and petty crime. 
Another example of crime prevention theory is the environmental approach. It relies heavily on the theory that when an area is showing ‘physical’ signs of criminal behaviour and a low level of social control, it starts to invite and encourage more criminal activity. This theory is based on Wilson and Kelling’s ‘Broken Windows’ theory, (1982). The broken windows theory suggests that visible signs of anti-social behaviour and crime creates an encouraging environment for further disorder, pulling in more serious crimes to an already troubled area. It suggests that targeting minor crimes and showing that there is enforcement could help prevent larger crimes. Making sure the environment looks ‘cared for’. This can include the clean-up of any graffiti or property damage. Reporting any issues within the area is another good way to make an environmental change. Having lit areas even during the night time may defer criminal activities as they may be afraid of being caught/ seen. Using high quality alarm systems and/or CCTV could have the same effect.
Next, the Crime Prevention Triangle is a theory that states that in order to commit a crime, three elements must exist. The elements that this concept talks about are desire, ability and opportunity. This means that as long as a criminal has the ability and desire to commit a crime, if an opportunity is presented to them, then they will do so. Based on Hallock (2001), taking away any of the three elements, can prevent the occurrence of the crime. Looking at crime from an offender's point of view, the potential target must be suitable before they even consider the crime. They must analyse the response or potential outcomes of the crime before they commit it. Is it going to go just how they plan? Or is it going to have the opposite effect that they desire. 
The principles of crime prevention are to deter the offenders and put them off the idea of committing a criminal offence. Some of the ways this can be done is by target hardening, target removal, surveillance and reducing the means. The concept of target hardening is to make a property less accessible to offenders, a good example of this is to upgrade the locks on all doors and windows. Target removal talks about making sure that all valuables are left out of view of windows and being cautious about posting online. Online posts may bring criminal activity if they can see that a property holds many valuable belongings, this means that social media users should be careful with what they expose to their online friend list. Having said this, there are some people who prefer to brag about their valuables online, these kinds of people should use surveillance as a means of extra security. Making sure that an offender cannot get away with working unseen. For some neighbourhoods, this has been done by establishing a neighbourhood surveillance watch. This links in with reducing the means, taking away any items that could help an offender commit an offence, whether this may be told that they could use to gain access to a property that is not their own or anything that could be used as a weapon or to destroy property.
The traditional approach leans more towards trying to identify the psychological and social causes of crimes. This theory attempts to remedy deficiencies within a community. A few examples of this are treating individual offenders and setting up recreational/ employment services for groups or individuals that can be regarded as being a risk. This gives them opportunities to do something good with their time instead of them taking part in petty crime. It has been said that policing techniques are in need of a significant reshaping, McLaughlin; Muncie (2001).
Criminal activity occurs for many distinct reasons, sometimes this can include economic, sociological, or psychological issues. Economic issues could factor to the event of a criminal offence as unemployment and poverty could lead to desperation. This leads to crimes as little as petty theft or more serious such as burglary. In some cases, criminal offenders can even resort to violence as a way of getting what they want. This tends to be the case in areas where there is a low level of work and more of the community are relying on benefits that might not cover the living costs. A child coming from a broken home may resort to criminal activity as a way to get the attention of their parents or other grown-ups around them. Sometimes the same child will get into the company of the wrong groups of people, and this will lead them to committing small crimes for them, starting off with theft and then working their way up to much bigger crimes – this would be a sociological issue. Psychological issues play a huge role in crime. Substance abuse is a factor that contributes largely to criminal activity. When under the influence of drugs and alcohol an individual may not be in complete control of their mind leading them to do things that they would probably avoid doing when sober. Referring offenders to rehabilitation programmes if that is what they need, finding a solution to the reason they turned to crime in the first place may change the way that they behave after receiving help. Last year alone there were around 210,000 offences recorded by authorities in England and Wales, that involved the misuse of drugs/alcohol. The House of Commons concluded that this is 19% higher than the year before, (2020).
Some psychologists believe that people are just born criminals. One well known theory is Lombroso and Biological Positivism, that suggests that some people are just ‘born’ criminals. Lombroso’s theory of Biological Positivism says that criminals are ‘evolutionary throw backs’ a believe that he conceived from the work of Charles Darwin. He was convinced that the brains of offenders were not fully developed, within his research, he found that the prisoners shared common physical attributes. This led to him concluding that it was biological, and that the criminal was ‘just in their genes.’ 
Overall, each crime prevention theory has its own way of looking at the issues, but they all have one thing in common, they were made to reduce the crime statistics. Each theory has a different way of preventing the crime. Not all crimes can be predicted but local authorities are the key components of democratic social order, Paterson; Pollock, (2022). Crimes such as a robbery/ burglary can be harder to predict and sometimes take planning. Denying access control by having multiple security systems in place, that are visible to offenders could help keep properties/businesses safer. Setting rules such as the last person to leave the building locks the doors can make sure homes are secure. Another way of preventing crime is to reduce the payoff. Consequently, this reduces the profits that a criminal offender could potentially make from their crimes. For example, not buying property that is believed or known to be stolen prevents the offended from making money that they might need. This could stop them from selling stolen property as they are making no profits. 
The real question is whether or not punishment prevents crime? The theory of punishment being a deterrent would suggest that individual offenders are afraid of the punishment rather than being caught. However, the Nation Institute of Justice puts across that this is simply not true. They consider that the certainty of being caught while committing a criminal act is by far a more powerful deterrent than the punishment for the crime. It is also said with confidence that increasing the severity of a punishment, does not act as a deterrent, Laura (2021). If punishment will not do the trick, then the authorities must find other ways of deterring criminals. By placing signs in appropriate places, they can ensure that the public are aware of the rules. They are also able to place signs that tell the public that there is surveillance within the area, and if they commit a crime they will be caught. Another way that would increase chance of getting caught is having a brighter area in public places such as parks. This may deter youth from using spray paint to vandalise walls/property nearby. Treating the individual offender with a different approach could be worthwhile. As attempts to remedy deficiencies, recreational/ employment services can be used beneficially to help groups regarded as being a risk. 
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