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Yr Aith Ar Daith - Reading a story to children with a rationale and reflection

Introduction
On PTE we were asked to carry out a task of reading a Welsh story, I know that Welsh is very important in primary schools in Wales today. Increasing the number of Welsh speakers and the number of people who use the Welsh language in their daily lives are priorities for the Welsh Government.[1] Schools learn Welsh through play and active learning, as well as story and structured activities.[2] The year group I focused on for this task was the lowest ability year one group in the Foundation Phase. The Foundation Phase’s Welsh Language Development Area of Learning seeks to develop learners’ familiarity with Welsh sufficiently to encourage further language learning and positive attitudes towards Welsh.[2] My personal training target was asking questions to help the children engage and understand what the book was about, I knew all learners were not that confident in Welsh. The learning intension was to read the group a story on animals in the medium of welsh and ask questions on the book to engage the children throughout. The learning objective was to develop children’s knowledge on pets through the welsh medium. The success criteria was “I can listen to a welsh story and answer questions when asked.” The links to previous learning was to some degree as the children were already learning about animals in Welsh. They had previously been learning about the ginger bread man story and all the animals included. The resources I used was a Tedi Twt book, also I took the children outside to create a different learning environment for them as I thought they might find it more interesting to sit outside rather than in a library. The link to curriculum coverage I used were Children converse simply, sometimes replacing English words with Welsh when involved in activities. They listen to stories, songs and rhymes and express some enjoyment and interest. With support, they express simple information, and ask and answer questions. They recognise familiar words. The LNF area I focused on was choose reading materials and explain what the text is about and why they like it, identify simple text features such as titles and pictures to indicate what the text is about, look for clues in the text to understand information and use personal experience to support understanding of text. The DCF area I focused on was use appropriate words and feelings, e.g. discuss words, and acts. The YCC area I mainly focused on was children to participate as individuals, pairs and in differently sized groups, listen to others reading appropriate imaginative material, listen to a story being read by following the print and appreciate books, stories and words around them. The welsh patterns to be introduced was to show an understanding of what they or others have read by responding orally or non-verbally to the content.[3]

Video clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wctDsbQj9lY&feature=youtu.be

Main body 
Reflecting is important because you will be able to look at the underlying principles and beliefs that define the way that you work. This kind of self-awareness is a powerful for a teacher, especially when so much of what and how they teach can change in the moment.[4] My feelings regarding this task overall went well, I think most of the learners engaged and contributed to the task. Before starting the story, I asked individuals questions for them to then answer telling me what pets they have, I chose to this as a warm up activity to establish the topic, so the children knew what they would be learning about and to make it more personal to them. I thought this was a good foundation to start on. The aspect of the learning experience that went well were the children all answered questions about the story, which showed me the understood it and wanted to participate. I also praised the children when they answered correctly and corrected them if they were wrong, Praise and support are essential but the opportunity to make and learn from errors in the pursuit of challenging goals builds confidence and resilience [5].  They had done a short topic on animals before as they were reading the ginger bread man in Welsh, so I feel my book related to their midterm plan which is important to all learners. Another aspect that went well were all the children were interested in the story, they all spoke about what they thought was going to happen before I started reading it. All the children listened throughout the story, picking up new words and phrases they hadn’t heard before. It was important to work in a group as this kind of interaction helps to enhance the social skills of children. They learn that each child is valued as a member of the group.[6] The final aspect of the experience that went well was the summary of it, we all went back as a group and I questioned the children on each page, asking what animal and feeling was shown. They all identified the emotion and the animals and understood the story. The children all continued using the welsh they had learnt in this session throughout the week. I made sure to change my voice and use different tones of voice when speaking as different characters, I feel this is important to help the children understand. 
The areas of this experience that were disappointing were in the group of children I chose I had two very challenging children, I was worried they both would not engage or listen. Throughout one of them did lose interest a little bit and I had to keep asking him questions to keep him involved. I found this challenging as I had to keep all children engaged throughout. Another aspect I found disappointing is the learning environment, even though the children were very eager to listen to the story and go outside it was very distracting for some of them and I think they would have been a lot more focussed inside. The wind outside made it harder for the children to see the pictures and the book. I also found it disappointing when  the children were shouting out.
The teaching I would keep the same would be to keep asking each child questions, so they engage and to keep talking in a loud clear voice, so learners understand. Also, I would pick the same group as I thought the ability was well suited. I would also keep the same the way I planned out the lesson. I think going through the pets first and what the children thought would happen was very beneficial. Another part of the teaching I would keep the same is how the children were all sat, they could all see, and they could all hear. I ensured the children sat how they did so they could all input in group discussions and focus. 
The causes of the most disappointing element were the group I chose, it was the lowest ability in the class and had two challenging individuals in. I chose this group because I thought the book most suited them. Although the lesson went well, I felt as if some individuals were not fully engaged. I feel the cause of the element may have been being distracted by the outdoors. One of the other causes was children shouting out, at the start we started with a hands up approach and I asked the children to answer by choosing them, but throughout the book children started to shout out and interrupt. Throughout the story one learner disengaged and wasn’t interested. I tried my best to ask questions and involve all individuals, so they all took part.
The possible solutions to the disappointing elements are to get a teddy bear of an animal and call it the speaking pet so when the children have the pet they can talk, this will then stop shouting out and interrupting Also I think a toy would benefit the children as they would relate to the story. By doing this technique all children will feel privileged to speak and will wait their turn. I wanted to do it outside to create a different learning environment. Next time I will do it inside but in a different classroom as I think it is important for the children to have time out of the classroom.  The second element that was disappointing was some children losing focus, to overcome this problem I would include songs or a game to my next lesson, so they found it more interesting and fun. It is believed that children learn better through play. “Play is far more powerful for children, however, than many parents realize. It’s the key to learning. Researchers and educators across the world have found that play can help enrich learning and develop key skills such as inquiry, expression, experimentation, and teamwork”. [7] I didn’t include these elements as I didn’t think I would have time. But in the future when doing a lesson like this I will include songs, a rhyme or a game so that children learn through play. I think this will be an important factor in my future lessons.  
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