Museum Report on The National Wool Museum of Wales
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The National Wool Museum of Wales is presented in the village Drefach Felindre in Southwest Wales (1. Amgueddfa Cymru, 2026.) The museum itself is managed by a much larger organisation which manages 6 other Museums within Wales, as such the standard in which it is run can be assumed to be seen throughout all the Museums (5. Amgueddfa Cymru, 2026.) The exact location can be found at the following Latitude: 52.02589, Longitude: -4.39796 (www.ukcitymap.com, 2019.) The terrain surrounding the area is a combination of valleys, streams which feed the river and provide the power needed for the mill at the time of which it was built (Heneb, 2026.) The village in which it is presented still shows the indications of its lineage of being an industrious village through its many properties surrounding being in a similar style in which the properties are constructed using local stone and Teifi Valley slate and can be identified as what would have been the workers cottages (Heneb, 2026.) However, the environment surrounding it may have been influence by in which the mill was being run through the diversion of water to power it and the use and creation of dyes, it certainly influenced the surrounding environment, as well as the effects of raising sheep and its industrious effect in the 16th to 18th centuries (M. A, Rhodes, 2020.) 
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The National Museum of Wool is a Grade II listed building and the surrounding buildings within the lands of the Museum is also listed as Grade II, as of the 28th of July 1999 due to its historic value as a building from the industrious age (Good Stuff, 2026.) The National Museum of Wool itself boasts itself to its ability to be both interactive and inclusive to all, having virtual workshops for children aging from 5 to 16 plus years of age providing education to those who wish to learn more about the past which allows for not only mainstream students in the local area to see but also those who may be homeschooled (2. Amgueddfa Cymru, 2026.) The museum itself is accessible for the public to view, as its entry is free however it does stipulate that the museum may have exhibits and activities which may be subject to some payment depending on what it is, for those who may have physical limitations there is a lift on site to access the other levels of the museum however the ground itself is uneven in area and not necessarily going to be easy to manage however the staff are available to assist in this also there are also recommendations available as to when the museum is at its quieter points in the day however this is only limited to last 2 hours of the day as the Museum closes at 1700,  the changing of lighting and temperature may also provide to be challenging for some there also who are light and temperature sensitive, and they recommend that any visitors to be prepared for these (1. Amgueddfa Cymru, 2026.) All this plus additional information is available through the website for the Wool Museum under the accessibility information tab. 
Other mentioned information found and available on the website is courses which are available to be booked online through the ‘What’s On’ section, it features interactive courses available in person so that those interested can interact and learn methods from the past in relation to the museum many of which very few skills that may be lost through time and changing of environmental conditions with the introduction of Machinery, however the ability to develop these skills will be limited based on availability and financial means as one course may cost from £70 to £85, they are also taught through a bilingual method allowing for those who speak English and Welsh to feel comfortable in attending and learning in a language that they know (2. Amgueddfa Cymru, 2026.) Looking at the financial side of these courses there are other methods of learning, found elsewhere workshops available for beginners with similar or the same themes providing a much more traditional approach to skill sharing such as local groups and they are also free to join or may have a much smaller fee such as the ‘Carmarthen Spinners’ who not only meet regularly but also attend craft fairs in the summer promoting the craft, however it does not explicitly state that this group is bilingual (Carmarthen Spinners, 2025.) 
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These other groups do show that while the Museum may be financially viable in some case in others it may be comparatively less so in others and you may not necessarily have the comfort of bilingualism. Considering the bilingualism and the region in which it is set the ability to access the Website in both English and Welsh is available and as such so is the Museum itself, with signage about in both English and Welsh which can not only be seen in their physical museum but the available online tour which is accessible through the website which can be imagined to prove quite useful who to those who may not able to physically attend which does return back to the accessibility aspect previously mentioned. With only 20% of those in Wales able to speak the Welsh Language the promotion of the language means that this while changed but old language allows it to socially relevant and maintaining the authenticity of the Museum to the culture in Wales (M. Rhodes, 2020.) However, while these guided tours may prove most useful, to many that are not available or able to physically visit it may be a good resource however, they would not be able fully experience it as the equipment is still functioning and can be heard operating there can also be demonstrations seen. Archaeological sites upon communities have been a consideration for some time with various opportunities allowing for community engagement keeping the public informed and involved in such activities empowering communities to explore and be involved in their cultural Heritage (Howey, Fiske and Damon, 2025.) 
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An image taken on the 17th of January 2025, of various textiles displayed in the National Museum of Wool in Wales.
The importance of the cultural heritage in specifically this area is that the village of Drefach-Felindre was once considered the main centre for the wool industry and trade due to the 24 mills that once existed along the existing river between the once two separated villages (M. Rhodes, 2023.) However, while this number may appear low in comparison to the total of 217 spread across Wales the need of supply and demand has since change with only 5 remaining in current operation (J. Iles, 2022.) As such this means that the Archaeological physical evidence that remains from this industrial era and area is limited to this building as a physical representation of what the area was once was. As such the continued use and displays seen is continuing to show this age and the industrial efforts of a time in which the area was prosperous. With the physical tangible evidence of the culture of Wales being displayed through the machinery in which many are still in operation and the intangible through the spiritual sense of the language being use and the themes of Welsh culture seen throughout with displays of both art and machinery. As such the exhibits and the museum are still ever changing and expanding. 
To conclude this report, the Grade II listed buildings that currently occupies the grounds of the National Wool Museum organised and run by Amgueddfa Cymru which among the other 6 museums offers the opportunity to learn about Welsh  industry in particular the Woollen history and industry of the area of Drefach-Felindre and in Wales, it provides accessibility and education to all however in some case for those who wish to further their knowledge with  some hands on experience working  with wool for a price which unfortunately may create limitations to some however it does make this an interactive experience for the museum visitors. The ability to converse in the Welsh language in these courses and workshops is important to those whose it is their first language; this inclusivity also allows others to also experience hearing the Welsh language. The maintenance of the property and the way in which it has been kept is respective of the industrious time which once flourished in the area. However, with the changing of exhibits and displays it proves that the museum is prepared to adapt and change while also maintaining the dignity of the Welsh culture through its inclusion of all people of different walks of life. 
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MULOD NYDDU NEWYDD YN PERYGLU SWYDDI LLEOL
NEW SPINNING MULES PUT LOCAL JOBS IN JEOPARDY

MAE DAVID ‘THE DUKE' LEWIS yn
dal i foderneiddio ei felin wlan drwy gyflwyno
mulod nyddu. Gall y peiriannau enfawr hyn
nyddu cannoedd o edefion yr un pryd, gan
beryglu swyddi nyddwyr lleol.

Mae chwe mul yn Ffatri Cambrian yn el gwneud yn
bosibl nyddu dros 2,000 darn o edafedd ar y tro, gydag
un gweithiwr yn unig yn gweithio pob mul. Gallal'r holl
nyddwyr lieol, syt nyddu edafedd A llaw
ar gyfer melinau'r dyfiryn. fod allan o waith cyn bo hir

DAVID ‘THE DUKE' LEWIS is
continuing to upgrade his woollen mill with the
introduction of spinning mules. These massive
machines can spin hundreds of threads at a
time, threatening the jobs of local spinners.
Six mules at Cambrian Mills allow over 2,000 threads
{0.be spun at n time, with anly one person operating each
mule. All the local spinners, who b
hand-spun thread for the mill in the valley, could soon
be out of work
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Gwehyddu G gwydd llaw
eisoes 0'r oes o'r blaen

MAE TECHNOLEG newydd ym
melinau Dyffryn Teifi'n gweddnewid y
diwydiant gwlln.

Yn y gorflennol, roedd nyddu a gwehyddu & gwidd
llaw yn weithgaredday gaeafl ar y flermydd. Roedd
gwerthu edafedd @ brethyn yn fodd o ychwanegs at
incwm y fferm u rhoi dillad i'r teulu. Erbyn hyn, mae
hyd yn oed y siopau gwehyddu teuluol, megis Ogaf, nid
nepell o Dre-fach Felindre, yn cael eu disodli'n raddol
gan Matricedd mawrion fel Ffatri Cambrian.

dyn ai'n colli ein medrau traddodiadal,” meddal
gwehydd llaw, “am fod peiriannau’n gwneud y gwaith
liawer yn gynt ac yn fwy effeithiol gan wneud mwy o elw
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Handloom Weaving already
a thing of the past

INEW TECHNOLOGY in the Teifi Valiey
mills is changing the face of the woollen
industry.
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In the past, spinning and handloom weaving were
winter activities on farms. Selling yan and cioth
supplemented the (arm's income and clothed the family.
Now even the family-run weaving shops, like Ogaf, just
outside Dre-fach Felindre, are siowly being replaced by
big (actories like Cambrian Mills.

“We are losing our traditional akills.” said & hand
loom weaver, “because machines can do the work much
mare quickly and efficiently and make bigger profits for
mill owners™
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