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c.429 BCE – Sophocles Oedipus Rex
Sophocles was born in c.497/496 BCE in Colonus, Attica. Oedipus the King or also known by its Greek title of Oedipus Tyrannus is thought to have been first written around 430 BCE and first performed around 429 BCE. 
[image: ][image: ]The play itself revolves around Freytag’s Triangle with the Incentive moment being at the beginning with the plague on Thebes and Oedipus’s promise, then onto the Peripeteia where a messenger reveals that Polybus was not Oedipus’s real farther, the climax being the reveal of Oedipus being the murderer which is followed by the catastrophe in the form of the queens suicide and Oedipus blinding. Ending with the resolution of Oedipus leaving Thebes and the Plague being lifted.Figure 1: Louis Bouwmeester as Oedipus in a Dutch production of Oedipus Rex, c. 1896 (image from: (Wikimedia.org, 2019)

 One of the plays most famous quotes is “Hubris breeds a tyrant” which comes from the chorus song (pg. 872).  “Typical tyrant of archaic period gained power via violent coup” (2011, pp.17–31). “As Athens grew critics referred to it as tyrannical – relations to allies” (2011, pp.17–31). The message of the play from the chorus (or this case Sophocles) may have been “To Athens or its ambitious politicians” (2011, pp.17–31). Figure 2: This is a representation of the pyramid of Gustav Freytag (Image from: (Foster, 2019)

The play has also been applied by more modern psychologist Sigmund Freud, in his 1899 Interpretations of dreams where he applies a complex, he titles the Oedipus Complex.   
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Freytag's analysis |[edi]

Freytag derives his five-part model ffom the confiict of man against man, the hero and his adversary. The action of the drama and the

grouping of characters is therefore in two parts: the hero's own deeds and those of his antagonist, which Freytag variously describes s “play climax

and counter-play” ("Spiel und Gegenspiel" in the original)''?! or "rising and sinking”. The greater the rise, the greater the fall of the

vanquished hero. These two contrasting parts of the drama must be united by a climax, to which the action rises and from which the action ise return
falls away. Either the play or the counter-play can maintain dominance over the first part or the second part; either is allowed. Freytag is orfall
indifferent as to which of the contending parties justice favors; in both groups, good and evil, power and weakness, are mingled /¥

Adrama is then divided into five parts, or acts, which some refer to as a dramatic arc: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and introduction  catastrophe
catastrophe. Freytag exiends the five parts with three moments or crises: the exciting force, the tragic force, and the force of the final
suspense. The exciting force leads o the rising action, the tragic force leads to the falling action. and the force of the final suspense leads to
the catastrophe. Freytag considers the exciting force to be necessary but the tragic force and the force of the final suspense are optional
Together, they make the eight component parts of the drama ['®! Freytag's Pyramid can help writers organize their thoughts and ideas when describing the main problem of the
drama, the rising action, the climax and the falling action.

Freytag's Pyramid"'2] =

Although Freytag's analysis of dramatic structure is based on five-act plays, it can be applied (sometimes in a modified manner) to short stories and novels as well, making dramatic
structure a lterary element.

Exposition [edit]
Main article: Exposition (narrative)
The setting is fixed in a particular place and time, the mood s set, and characters are introduced. A backstory may be alluded to. Exposition can be conveyed through dialogues,
flashbacks, characters' asides, background details, in-universe media, or the narrator telling a back-story /'8!
Rising action [edi]
An exciting force or inciting event begins immediately after the exposition (introduction). building the rising action in one or several stages toward the point of greatest interest. These

events are generally the most important parts of the story since the entire plot depends on them to set up the climax and ultimately the satisfactory resolution of the story itseff (17}

Climax [edit]
Main article: Glimax (narrative)

The climax is the turning point, which changes the protagonist's fate. If things were going well for the protagonist, the plot will turn against them, often revealing the protagonist's
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